CONNECTIONS

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

MAY 2014

THURSDAY, 1ST MAY at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church:
Karibuni presentation from Freda and Les Driver on their recent visit to
Kenya.

SATURDAY, 3RD MAY, 10am – 4pm at the Well at Willen:
‘Thomas Merton – Peacemakers and Peaceful Living in Violent Cultures’.
The Well’s second reflective study day on the life and work of Thomas
Merton will consider his contribution to a Christian understanding of peaceful
living and will be led by Anthony Purvis. Cost is £15 and includes lunch. For
more details and to book a place email: bookings@thewellatwillen.org.uk or
phone 01908 242190.

SATURDAY, 10TH MAY: Christian Aid coffee morning, cake and
bookstalls at the URC and bucket collections on the High Street.

SUNDAY, 11TH MAY at 6pm: Christian Aid service at Lovat Hall to
mark start of Christian Aid week. All welcome.

SATURDAY, 17TH MAY, 10am – 4pm at the Well at Willen:
‘Exploring Ignatian Spirituality through Scripture and Art’ The day will
involve using imaginative contemplation with prayer and scripture and
responding using a variety of art materials to make images. Cost is £15 and
includes lunch. For more details and to book a place email:
bookings@thewellatwillen.org.uk or phone 01908 242190.

THURSDAY, 12TH JUNE, 7.45pm at the Methodist Church: CTNP
Forum and AGM.

FRIDAY, 13TH JUNE at 7.30pm at the United Reformed Church:
U3A Spring Concert.

Give people a future without fear. War
tears lives apart. You can help put them
back together.
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
For a growing number of
people across the world, the
horror of war is part of daily
life. Right now, fuelled by the
devastating violence in both
Syria and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, the
numbers of people driven from their homes by war is on the rise.
It stands at 42 million people – an appalling statistic and a stain on
the conscience of humanity. We can’t turn our backs. We must act
now.
The good news is that individuals, communities and churches can
make a real difference this Christian Aid Week. Last year, a
magnificent 20,000 churches across the country helped raise £12m
in Christian Aid Week. Thanks to these efforts, many more people
can look forward to a future free from poverty. Together we can
send people living in fear this message: you are not alone. We’re
with you, helping you to rebuild your lives, and working for peace.
Continued overleaf

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary:
Beth MacKay, beth.mackay@yahoo.co.uk
Treasurer:
Paul Tolley, PTMERCEDES@aol.com
CTNP web-site: - www.ctnp.org.uk

Tel. 612475
Tel. 210048

Articles to the Editor, Beth MacKay
Preferably by e-mail to beth.mackay@yahoo.co.uk 612475
Copy Deadline - 20th of each month
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HOLIDAY CLUB 11th – 15th August 2014

Could you provide the gift of hope?
• £15 could provide blankets for refugee children to protect them
from bitter night-time temperatures.
• £40 could provide enough good quality and nutritious food for two
refugee children for a month.
• £150 could help provide specialist emotional support for a child
deeply traumatised by the horror of war that they’ve witnessed or
experienced.

This year we are using Scripture Union’s
Rocky’s Plaice material (yes it is spelt like
that!) We are planning and praying for 150
primary school age children and are busy
recruiting the team. The Bible content centres
on the life of Peter.

Look out for the red Christian Aid envelope coming through your
letterbox in Christian Aid week and give what you can to help
communities affected by war in many parts of the world.
Envelopes are delivered and collected by volunteers from the local
Christian churches. If you don’t get one, please consider making an
online donation via www.christianaid.org.uk

Join up and have great fun with the kids and
the team. If you are inexperienced – don’t
worry, we will provide some training and
support − and we’re looking for help with all
sorts of tasks, not just working with the
children.

We are desperately in need of additional
collectors so if you can help with the house-tohouse collection, please contact your church’s
Christian Aid representative.

In addition to the house collections, there will be a coffee morning with
cake and book stalls at the URC on Saturday, 10th May from 10am –
12.30pm and also a collection on the High Street on that day.
People from all the churches are warmly invited to join us at the
annual Christian Aid service on Sunday, 11th May at 6pm at Lovat
Hall.
As we remember the start of war in 1914 and the millions of lives
that were lost or profoundly changed by that conflict and others in
the last century, let us join in working for peace and justice in
today’s world.

For example, we need people to help prepare the hall, clear up
afterwards, help run a crèche for younger children of volunteers,
prepare mid-morning refreshments and lunch for the helpers, etc...
There are lots of ways you can help so contact us at
Info@npbc.org.uk or through the Holiday Club contact in your
church. It’s a wonderful venture to be involved in so don’t miss out!
The club runs from 10am to 12.30 each day but the site at Lovat Hall
will be open from 8am so you can arrive as early as you like to set up
each day. Children will be divided by age group into groups of
roughly ten and each group will have a leader and helpers. At other
times, we all gather together for teaching, games and fun led from the
front. You’ll be in good company. In the midst of serving the children,
the team have a lot of fun. It’s great to work together. At the end of
the week you will have made new friends!
Registration for children wishing to attend the Holiday Club takes
place in advance via Cambourne Travel, 52 High Street, Newport
Pagnell.

www.newportpagnellholidayclub.co.uk

LETTER FROM A MINISTER
A year ago I visited Turkey for the first time and one evening we went
to see the whirling dervishes. Ever since I first heard of them I
imagined them frantically spinning around in a kind of frenzy. I was
completely surprised to see that they gradually move round in a circle
pivoting on their toes in a stately and beautiful dance to soothing music
played on a guitar and a flute-like instrument called a ‘nay’. It’s a kind
of ballet.
That experience confirmed how easy it is to jump to conclusions. My
picture of the whirling dervishes was completely wrong and I’ve
noticed since I saw them that when they are referred to, particularly
when fanatics are likened to them in the press, my original prejudiced
view is commonly held by others.
On one occasion I invited an atheist to come to a church gathering to
speak about what he objected to in Christianity. Imagine my surprise
when he attacked Christians for believing things that I for one don’t
believe. How easy it is to let prejudice distort the truth! On one
occasion I was asked at a meeting “Why do Christians worship three
gods?” My answer was that we worship one God who is revealed in
three different ways.
Recently we celebrated Easter which focuses on the revelation of God
in Jesus Christ; soon we shall celebrate the revelation of God in the
Holy Spirit and later we shall observe the harvest festival which centres
on God as Creator. All these festivals speak of the one God who loves
this world and seeks its wellbeing. Although the churches in our town
have different names and worship in different ways we are united in our
faith in that one God. That is why we are united in our desire to
contribute to the wellbeing of everyone in the town.
John Reardon

CTNP NEEDS YOU!
Our next Forum/AGM is on Thursday, 12th June at 7.45pm at the
Methodist Church and before that we desperately need volunteers to
fill the vacancies for President and Secretary. If CTNP is to continue to
be a mission-focussed and active part of the community, we need to
recruit people to these roles who will be willing to take projects
forward and keep the administrative wheels well oiled. Neither role is
hugely time consuming but both are important to the smooth running
of CTNP activities.
Please talk to your minister or contact Klaus Reidel, Beth MacKay or
any other member of the Executive if you think you might be able to
help with either of these roles.
President/Chair (vacant now)
• Chairs the two meetings of Forum each year (January and
June) and the four Executive meetings (February, May,
September and November) and approves minutes prior to
circulation by the Secretary
• Represents CTNP at occasional external meetings as required
(although in practice this can be delegated to other members of
the Executive)
• Deals with any issues that might arise in between meetings
• Term of office is two years.
Secretary (vacant from June 2014)
• In consultation with the Chair and other members of the
Executive, prepares and circulates agenda and accompanying
papers for the two meetings of the Forum each year (January
and June) and for four Executive meetings per year (February,
May, September and November) and prepares and circulates
minutes for each of these meetings.
• Drafts any ad hoc CTNP correspondence as required
throughout the year (in practice this is generally minimal)
• Acts as one of the initial contacts for CTNP (from the website
and newsletters), circulating/forwarding information as
appropriate
• Term of office is five years.

PROCEEDS FROM LENT LUNCHES 2014

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL - CONSULTATION

I am happy to announce that the fantastic total profit to Christian
Aid this year is £2054.85.

At the United Reformed Church we want to redevelop the existing hall
and create a flexible, multi-purpose space available for use by the local
community and for outreach by the Church as part of our mission: ‘At
the centre of the town, at the heart of the community’.

Many thanks to those who contributed homemade soup and to all
who gave their time during the six weeks of Lent to help achieve this
excellent result.
There was a great community spirit and it was pleasing to see people
enjoying the social occasion. We had abundant offers of help from
the churches of Newport Pagnell and also from people not connected
to the churches.
Thanks also to everyone who came along, spent their money and
supported us. We rely on you.
Jennifer Mazzone
PS from editor: On behalf of the CTNP Executive I would like to
add a huge thank you to Jennifer for leading the Lent Lunch
project so efficiently and making it so successful.

U3A SPRING CONCERT – FOREVER ENGLAND
Come and enjoy a concert given by the U3A Choir on
Friday, 13th June at 7.30pm
in the United Reformed Church, Newport Pagnell
Tickets available from: 07762178379 or from Jennifer
Mazzone (613088) at £6 each which will include
refreshments.
Proceeds will go to the Royal British Legion.

Currently the hall can only be used by one group or event at a time; our
vision is to create a space that consists of a large hall (the same size as
we have already) and some additional smaller meeting rooms,
hopefully including a Sensory Room, that can be used by many people
and can support local activities and groups.
The Community Vision team from the Church are trying to put
together a document that shows that there is a need for this space in the
town and that people will use it.
We are therefore asking if there are groups or organizations that may
be interested in using a space (large or small) on a regular, occasional
or permanent basis in the future. If you know of any, please let us
know.
Our aim is that the project will be completed within a three-year
timescale and so an expression of interest will not be binding, but it
will greatly help us to plan more effectively.
If you are interested in anything to do with this project or want more
information, please contact revdjmills@btinternet.com or call 07703
485017.
We would love to hear from you!

