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Do you uphold the truth?

PHOLDING THE TRUTH in
public life seems to have become a
disposable irrirant. The behaviour
of the current UK government under Prime
Minister Johnson provides glaring examples,
where ‘partygate’ is just the most recent.
Truth-telling is an important part of
personal integrity and dignity, and supports
trust and respect in relationships with others.
In a previous era, not many decades
ago, Jonathan Aitken (MP in John Major’s
Conservative government) was given an
18-month prison sentence for perjury (lying).
An MIT study of Twitter data between
2006 & 2017 shows that lies (false news)
travel faster and further than truth. (The
study used: 126,000 stories, and 4.5 million

tweets from around 3 million people.)
[Vosoughi et al, Science 359 Mar 2018]
The sense of truth, and shame when we
lie, may have deep evolutionary roots. To
cooperate and survive, we have to trust the
others in our group, and know how to show
we are trustworthy ourselves.
[this and other mental traits are described in
Greene, Moral Tribes 2013]
Jesus said, "I am the way and the truth
and the life." [NIV John 14:6]
This truth is a deep God-centred truth
about the way the world works. An element
of this, a starter-for-ten, must surely be to
face up to actuality—the reality of events in
front of our eyes as they are, not as we might
wish that they were.
–from the Editor

How are your dealings with yourself, with the people you don’t know,
the people you do, your neighbours, social media?

Connections-archive

whats-on

Letter from a Minister
Nothing lasts forever

150

YEARS AGO in 1871, the (first) unification of Germany took place
and this was followed by the introduction of a standard currency—the Mark. For
the first time only one currency was the legal tender in the whole of Germany,
which was a great step forward. And 20 years ago the Deutsche Mark, as it was then
known, disappeared with the introduction of the euro. This ended
a chequered history of the currency with some ups and downs,
God
most notably times of very high inflation and the fairly successful
period after the Second World War. Unsurprisingly, some
doesn't
Germans were reluctant to give up the Deutsche Mark, but the
change
advantages of the euro soon helped to overcome any sense of loss.

F

or me it is therefore very
comforting that God doesn't
change. He is the same today as
he always was. He is there for us and
helps us to get through the small and
big problems in our lives, as he has
always done. I sometimes would like

2
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God to wave a magic wand that gets
rid of my problems and some of those
in the world at large. He doesn’t work
like that, but he does support us in our
daily struggles. What I like above all
is that I can turn to God at any time.
And nothing is too small or too big for
him.

image Joao Geraldo Borges Junior-Cruz at pixabay

The Deutsche Mark was just one
more example to show that nothing
lasts forever. Even things that existed
since time immemorial have a habit of
disappearing. Especially in recent years
we have lived and are still living in a
time of great uncertainty, where we
can't take anything for granted. That
was so before the pandemic and is, of
course, even more the case now.

We can tell him about all our
concerns, however insignificant
they may be.
Deacon Klaus Reidel,
St Bede’s
Catholic Church
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Prayers and a Poem

18th–15th January 2022
from the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
“Creator of light,
illumine our path by the light of
Christ who moves before us
and leads us.
May he be a beacon for our pilgrimage.
Enlighten us and dwell within us.
Guide us to discover a manger in our
hearts where a great light still shines.
We thank you for the gift of that
unfading Star, Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Saviour.
Heal our divisions and draw us
closer to the Light that we may
find our unity in him.
Amen.”

Although prayers do not need
to have fixed words,
you may have some words
you would like to share on this page.

Prayer

Jesus, you ask
which role shall I play
in my world, your world,
And you will me to seek first
your holy inspiration
that I might be just
myself.

"God our Guide,
you sent the star to lead the Magi
to your only begotten Son.
Fill us with the confidence
that you are walking with us.
Open our eyes to your Spirit, and
encourage us in our faith,
so that we may confess that
Jesus is Lord,
and worship him as the Magi
did in Bethlehem.
Amen"

poem Day 3
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

prayer Day 5
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

In the school Nativity Play
they cast the class bully as Herod.
Inspired.
No acting required.

prayer Day 1
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Just send them to the editor
nevillefromnp@gmail.com

"God,
through your prophets
you have called us to do justice,
to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with you.
In Christ,
you have shown us what that
looks like.
Through your Holy Spirit
you continually enable us
to hear your words,
to follow Christ’s example,
and to live as his disciples.
So, as we gather at the manger,
heal our wounds,
reconcile our divisions
and hold us together in your love.
Amen"
prayer Day 7
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2022
find prayer resources at			
		
or			
find the ecumenical prayer cycle at		

CTBI PrayerForChristianUnity
CTNP...WeSawHisStar in the East
WorldCouncilOfChurches

Make me worthy of the task to which you have called me.
For more, browse down the page at
CTNP...info/dementiafriend

God grant me the serenity
to accept the things I cannot change,
the courage to change the things I can,
and the wisdom to know the difference.
image by Isabella & Louisa Fischer
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T

HIS ARTICLE ACCEPTS
the scientific evidence for a
Climate Crisis. If unchecked,
there are catastrophic consequences, although not affecting all
equally, nor at the same time.
To mitigate this, decisions and actions
are needed at two major levels:
1. state & corporate: to drive big
change like phasing out all fossil
fuels, introducing regenerative food
production, sustainable transport,
significant resources and money
must be mobilised; benefits must be
measured in giga-tonnes of CO2 e
2. individual: the question is, ‘What,
if anything, should I be doing?’
Individual changes might start small,
but can, by example, inspire positive
and collective mindset change; and
individual action can lead to collective local action.

C

onsidering the individual level,
even before any action, the initial
challenging question is, 'Why? ',
'Why should I do anything?'
The problems seem to be global and
far too big to be fixed by anything other
than large and collective action. But before dismissing personal small-scale and
local collective action, consider possible
reasons to do something.

6
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T

HE SCIENTIFIC METHOD is a
reliable method to establish
experimental and observational
data (independently verifiable facts)
about the material world, in the face
of human error, human misjudgement, and human mistakes. Interpretation of these facts is different.
Interpretations can and do change;
although they too, are subject to critical scrutiny, discussion and review.

Starting with attitude, there are two
general ways to respond:
• pessimistically—the problems are
too big, and my contribution to any
solution too small; I abdicate any
responsibility; I don’t care whether
the planet is even habitable after I’m
gone; (to be sure, many politicians
and large corporations still refuse to
take seriously the need for action)
• optimistically—I know the whole
planet is currently heading in a disastrous direction; by participating in
individual or small-group actions, I
can be a catalyst for hopeful attitudes
and demonstrate a changed mindset which can become contagious,
and be amplified; I take the dangers
seriously, and I don’t accept that they
are inevitable; I care that the next

ChurchesTogetherNP

how much more
do we have to drown in greenwash
before the Climate Crisis becomes URGENT?

6th IPCC REPORT VOL.1 Climate Change 2021: the physcial science basis
Written by 234 authors from 65 countries, using 14,000 scientific publications. This is the current agreed
data representing the physical condition of the planet.
See consequences at InteractiveAtlas

generation has a habitable planet.

I

f you choose to be activated optimistically, there are, for sure, many
things that can be done—individually, and as a household. Some things cost
little but require changed thinking. Others cost more, but are not for everyone.
One paradox is why it has taken
decades, until the current generation of
activist teenagers has really got to grips
with activating some attention to this.
(The oil companies knew about the
impending danger of fossil fuel burning
decades ago. But they chose to suppress
the information, promote disinformation
instead, and keep reaping the profits—
still their current policy. GuardianNov2021, AmericaMisledOct2019 )
A simple reason for action is, self
interest, to keep my surroundings bearable and habitable for me. Alternatively to
acknowledge that open-ended exploitive
growth on a finite planet is unsustainable, as is the European life-style demand
for 13/4 earths/year ConnectionsSep2021
(p11). Yet another driver for action is a
humanist desire for a better less-damaged
world—healthier for humans, for plants
and animals, respecting and supporting
the interconnections between all life, dignity and improved social justice for all;
recognising the terminal damage being

caused in the living world.
Does having any sort of religious/
otherworld outlook strengthen the desire
for action? This might depend on the importance attached to the material world.
There have been good words from time
to time (e.g. Apostolic Letter 1971 &
Encyclical Letter 2015), but it's unclear
any church or other religious organisation
has stimulated significant (giga-tonne)
action. The Genesis to Revelation biblical
text is interpreted by some as either to
exercise care for the material world, or to
exploit it. Jesus said,
'Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.'

T

he purpose of this article is to encourage you to consider why you
might start, or continue to take,
some individual action, however small.

The urgency to keep a habitable
planet could not be greater.

What to do is a much easier question
to answer than 'why do it?' But knowing
why you are doing something, is a good
motivator for being fully behind what
you are doing, for making a difference
with your actions.

Are you behind doing something?
[ inspiration from The Future We Choose
and the film Don't Look Up FilmReview ]

ChurchesTogether in Newport Pagnell
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contributed by Neville Watson

Why care?
Why do anything?

image Ria Sopala at pixabay image imaresz at pixabay

The Climate Crisis:

27th January 2022

This year's theme: ONE DAY
One Day for Holocaust Memorial
Day—to put aside a day to remember,
to learn about the Holocaust,
Nazi persecution and the genocides that
followed in
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur,
in the hope that there may be ONE DAY
in the future with no genocide.

EYE WITNESSES
Viktor Frankl
"Everything can be taken away from a
man but one thing: the last of the human
freedoms—to choose one’s attitude in any
given set of circumstances, to choose one’s
own way [p.86]

Sachsenhausen concentration camp
‘Work makes you free’ CC BY-SA 1.0

Some interpretations of ONE DAY
One Day in history
One Day when life changed
One Day at a time
One Day in the future
One Day is a snapshot
[from the HMD Theme Vision]
On Holocaust Memorial Day we learn
from genocide for a purpose—to build
a better future. When we look ahead to
‘one day with no genocide’, what do
we need to do today to achieve this?
We can use this theme to motivate us to
speak out when we see injustices,
prejudices and identity-based violence.

Primo Levi
"Today it is winter. We know what it means
because we were here last winter; and the
others will soon learn. It means that in
the course of these months, from October
till April, seven out of ten of us will die.
Whoever does not die will suffer minute by
minute, all day, every day. … Just as our
hunger is not that feeling of missing a meal,
so our way of being cold has need of a new
word … Even now we would go [to touch
the electric-fence] if we were logical, were
it not for this last senseless crazy residue of
unavoidable hope. [p.123/4]
Chil Rajchman
"My poor sister asks me why we are leaving
our luggage behind. I reply—we won’t be
needing it. … I don’t manage to say even
a few more words to her before we hear a
murderous shout:—Men to the right, women to the left! I barely have time to kiss her
and we are torn apart for ever. [p.20]

www.hmd.org.uk for additional links to
The Holocaust, Nazi Persecution,
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, Darfur
References and more articles in
February21Connections.

Elie Wiesel
"I ran to look for my father. At the same
time I was afraid of having to wish him a
happy year in which I no longer believed.
He was leaning against the wall, bent
shoulders sagging as if under a heavy load.
I went up to him, took his hand and kissed
it. I felt a tear on my hand. Whose was
it? Mine? His? I said nothing. Nor did he.
Never before had we understood each other
so clearly. [p.68]
Sam Sperling (son of a survivor)
"It is a story about prejudice and racism in
general and a study of the potential beast
within all of us, that could so easily consume us if we do not learn lessons from the
past. Sadly, it seems these lessons have not
been learned yet. [p.10]
Edith Eger
"I see an American handing cigarettes to
inmates, who are so hungry they eat them,
paper and all. I watch from a tangle of
bodies. … I try to move my fingers to signal
that I am alive. I have not voice. He scours
the bodies. His eyes pass over me without
recognition … then a patch of light explodes
on the ground … the gleam of light isn’t
fire at all. It is sun colliding with Magda’s
sardine can! Whether on purpose or by
accident, she has arrested the soldier’s attention with a tin of fish. … and now I can feel
my hand. I know it is my hand because the
soldier is touching it. [p.89]

Since Auschwitz we know what man is capable of
And since Hiroshima we know what is at stake.

Viktor Frankl (1984)
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Auschwitz-Birkenau crematorium IV (public domain)

Holocaust Memorial Day

On-going activities
WINTER NIGHT SHELTER
life-saving
accommodation
life-giving
support

S

USPENDED THIS WINTER because of the difficulties of Covid-19.

ctnp.org.uk/info

People from Afghanistan
in MK

FOOD BANK XTRA

W

ELCOME MK has just been
launched to ensure that all those
who arrive in the Milton Keynes area
as refugees, asylum seekers or
migrants will receive a warm welcome.
Find more information at
RefugeesWelcomeMK
Recent news, including requests for
help and what you can do, at
LaunchNews

People from HongKong
in MK

F

or volunteering to support people
newly arrived from Hong Kong, see
missionpartnership.org.uk/…

Food Bank donations accepted at
monthly
next date
Tuesday 8th February
2pm–3pm
Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

C

ome and join us for hymn singing,
puzzle solving, welcome refreshment and thoughtful reflection, all in a
dementia-friendly environment.
Future dates at
ctnp.org.uk/whats-on

•
•
•
•

the Parish Church, High Street, NP
Lovat Hall (NP Baptist Church)
the Medical Centre, High Street, NP
major supermarkets with a FoodBank trolley/container for donations
the new FoodBank depot at
14 Burners Lane, Kiln Farm MK11 3HB

•

There is no longer a collection point at
the URC in Newport Pagnell.
see
•
•
•

www.mkfoodBank.org.uk for
FoodBank Helpline numbers
FoodBank Xtra contact details
contact to make donations of money

The Newport Pagnell (EHS)

Emergency Help Scheme

F

or Newport Pagnell residents only, if
you need a lift to a local hospital or
medical centre, we may be able to help.
EHS volunteer drivers use their own
cars. Passengers are asked to cover fuel
and parking (if necessary). More at
CTNP.../info/ehelpscheme

POLAR PENGUIN CHALLENGE FOR NEWPORT PAGNELL
BAPTIST CHURCH BUILDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Covid-19 precautions for all

to complement anything else you may
have heard
• Wear a mask, with others
• Keep your distance from others,
especially in big groups
• Keep good ventilation around
others
• Wash hands thoroughly with soap/
use hand-sanitizer
• Listen to medical experts, particularly epidemiologists

10
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Each week over 1000 people come through Lovat Hall, the home
of the Baptist Church.
Our vision is for a new building that will allow even more people
from the community to use and enjoy the facilities every week.
To raise funds, Keith Bedford has entered the Polar Penguin Gold
Challenge. To complete this, he will have to swim each month from
1st November 2021 to 31st March 2022, a total of 1000m with 2 swims
being at least 250m in open water or unheated lidos.
Keith says” I love open water swimming but have never swum in
open water through the winter months before, so this challenge
takes me into unknown territory that’s way out of my comfort zone”.
Progress update—18th November; 4 swims totalling 1073m
including 3 swims exceeding 250m with water temperatures between
8.4 and 10.6oC
If you can spare some cash to encourage Keith, please donate
 online here
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/keithbedford_polarpenguin
 or by cash, cheque or card at the Baptist Church office
(Monday – Friday; 9am−4pm; 01908 618898)

To encourage Keith, please donate at
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/
		
keithbedford_polarpenguin
or the NPBC office (M–F 9am–4pm 01908 618898)

ChurchesTogetherNP

RESTARTED OPERATIONS

alternative gift-shop
to support the
mission that no
child goes hungry.

To arrange a
journey, or to Jenny
volunteer as
an EHS driver,
please call one
of these EHS
Julie
co-ordinators.

01908 616718

07921 194378

https://stmarksmk.com/meals/

ChurchesTogether in Newport Pagnell
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Theme 2022

(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT)

T

HE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER is a Worldwide Movement of Christian women
who come together to observe a common Day of Prayer each year in early March.
This international, interdenominational
event is celebrated in over 120 countries;

VACANCY
The Mead Centre

T

HE MEAD CENTRE Management
Group is looking for a Volunteer
who could take on the role as bookkeeper.
It is anticipated that the person
would need to do 2–3 hours a week.
If interested
please contact
Ursula Ghaleb or Jenny Royal at

volunteers@themeadcentre.co.uk
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I know the plans I have for you
[Jerimiah]

like a great wave of prayer encircling the
globe—starting as the sun rises over Samoa,
continuing as it makes its way around the
earth, and ending some 38 hours later as the
sun sets on American Samoa.
The service has been translated into over
60 languages and 1,000 dialects and here in
the British Isles alone some 6,000 services
normally take place
The theme for this year is
'I know the Plans I have for You'
These words are so relevant especially at the
moment as we continue to rebuild and learn
to live with Covid.
Details of all services can be found at
www.wwdp.org.uk/services where you
will find updates should there need to be a
change.
More background information at
www.wwdp.org.uk

2-year Catholic Synodal Process

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE
for members of the local
Roman Catholic diocese or parish

Y

OU ARE INVITED to take part in
a Synodal meeting or to provide
written feedback, to express your
concerns.
Contact your local parish to find
out how to take part, if you haven't
already been contacted.
2-year synodal Process website at

Bishop's Conference of England & Wales

ChurchesTogetherNP

Coming events

ctnp.org.uk/whats-on

FEBRUARY
There are no Churches Together in Newport Pagnell (CTNP) events in February

coming in MARCH
• Friday 4th March

World Day of Prayer—local service
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United Reformed Church,
High Street, Newport Pagnell
7.30pm
Service prepared this year by the committee of
Christian women from all denominations in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland, (EWNI)
(Scotland has a separate committee).
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Everyone, young and old,
and not just women, is invited.
ALL ARE VERY WELCOME
contact for queries
eva.bangle@urcnewportpagnell.org
or mob: 07767 130271
• Fridays during March

CTNP
Lent Lunches

location to be finalised
12noon–1.15pm
enjoy soup, bread & cheese; meet others;
cost £4; proceeds to Christian Aid
optional £1 donation for the Mead Centre

look out for updates at ctnp.org.uk

ChurchesTogether in Newport Pagnell
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HOLIDAY CLUB

P

LANNNG for this year’s CTNP
Holiday Club will begin in the
New Year.
If you would like to be part of the
team—please email Geoff Morris
geoff.morris1956@gmail.com
The currently planned dates
for an event are

15th–18th August 2022

(Covid conditions permitting)

February 2022
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Beatitudes mean for social media and life online?

links to podcasts and more
An Invitation to
Comment or Contribute
The Editor would like
to hear from you!

•

PODCASTS

click for the latest at
truth to power podcast

and browse down that page
for the previous 11 episodes

WEBINARS

click for the latest at
is a welcoming environment possible?
and browse down that page
for the previous 20 episodes

•

if you like or don’t like something
in this issue, please email a note to
nevillefromnp@gmail.com
if you have something you could
contribute in a short article—a
personal testimony or something
which has caught your eye, please
write it down or attach to an email
and send to
nevillefromnp@gmail.com
if not on the Connections circulation list, and would like to be, just
email your contact details to
nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Thanks, -Ed

the following advertised by MK Mission Partnership

> Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted
This world is full of grief and suffering. I will tread softly and post with
Atgentleness
the beginning
of compassion.
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends eight beautiful
and

qualities.
what do theof
Beatitudes
mean for on
socialthe
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and life online?
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beginning
the Sermon
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in spirit,
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will I pull
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down.
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identity
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> Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
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mourn, for they will be comforted
for
they
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the
poor
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to
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Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth

not boast
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for
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is full
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grief
and
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will tread
softly
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own
failings.
There
are many
to be righted.
gentleness
and wrongs
compassion.
I will not be afraid to name them and look for justice in the world.

> Blessed are the pure
infor
heart,
they
will the
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God
meek,
they
will
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Blessed are the merciful,
for
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willfor
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I
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be
truthful
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I
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not
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be what I am not.
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boast or
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others
be generous
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are
peacemakers,
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Blessed
are will
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for
they
will see God
Ifor
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be truthful and honest, and I will not pretend to be what I am not.
humour.
There are many wrongs to be righted. I will not be afraid to name them
Blessed
are the
they will be called children of God
and look
for peacemakers,
justice in the for
world.
>I will
Blessed
those whothose
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righteousness’ sake,
seekare
to reconcile
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and good
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I will not add to the store of hate in the world, but I will try to be

>courageous
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God
standing
for for
what
is right
and
true.
I will be truthful and honest, and I will not pretend to be what I am not.

Bible verses are Matthew 5.1-10 (NRSV).

The Vine—a place to grow your discipleship
Youthwork+ youthworks-website
YMCA MK
ymcaMK-website
mkstorehouse mkstorehouse-website

Social media commentary by the
> Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God
Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft, Bishop of Oxford.
I will seek to reconcile those of different views with imagination and good
humour.

> BlessedCTNP
are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for
theirsYear
is theWalk
kingdom of heaven
New
I will not add to the store of hate in the world, but I will try to be
images by Olwen Smith
courageous in standing up for what is right and true.

babybasics

Redeeming Our Communities—
Tele-Mentoring Project MK
supporting people going through
tough times.
More at ROC

holidaysandobservances.net

•

The Beatitudes
and social media

> Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
I will remember that my identity comes from being made and loved by
God, not from my online profile.

Bible verses are Matthew 5.1-10 (NRSV).
Social media commentary by the
Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft, Bishop of Oxford.

article on the website

no more knives, what’s the solution
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ChurchesTogether
in Newport Pagnell (CTNP)

IF you need
someone
to talk to,
or pray with

Many churches
One purpose

© Neil Thorogood
used with permission

The churches of Newport Pagnell
St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church
(including St Luke’s, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

Why not check
out one of the
local churches
in
Newport Pagnell?
CONTACTS
at

church contacts and more at

ctnp.org.uk

ctnp.org.uk/about
check the website or church contacts
for video and Zoom sessions

ctnp.org.uk/whats-on

Churches Together in Newport Pagnell makes no claims about the accuracy
or nature of opinions expressed in content on other websites referenced
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01908 611542 chris.row@talktalk.net
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