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Remember Covid-19
precautions
(vaccinated or not)

What sort of a bystander are you?

RVIN STAUB is a social psychologist
who spent his early career studying why
people help even strangers; and later
in his career, why some people act harmfully
to others. Out of this work by Staub and
others, came an idea about bystanders—those
people who are not part of an action, but are
in the vicinity, or know what is happening.
An active bystander is inclined to help, offer
assistance; a passive bystander, by doing
nothing, aggravates, encourages, or allows an
on-going action of others to escalate.
One outcome of this work was a
training program for police, which has
been implemented in New Orleans. Police
usually patrol in pairs, but if one is involved
in an altercation, the other normally

does not interfere, as was so dramatically
demonstrated in the George Floyd death.
However, if the members of a group are
trained to disconnect from an action by prearranged words, gestures or small actions by
their buddy; then there is an opportunity for
the partner to intervene in a pre-arranged
gentle way, to peaceably interrupt the other,
and reset the situation.
The result for New Orleans has been a
reduction in violent street incidents with
police. The saving action might only be a light
touch to the shoulder, or saying a key phrase.
It is a good example of how saying or doing
something appropriate can be a powerful
positive influence in an unpromising
situation.

Think of the Good Samaritan parable.
Jesus was doing this all the time.
Are you an active or a passive bystander?

www.ctnp.org.uk/whats-on

Letter from a Minister
Emerging from lockdown...

F

INALLY we have a roadmap
out of lockdown, we have
been given the dates and can
start to plan again. Some are
planning delayed family get togethers,
while others are starting to dream about
the possibility of a summer holiday.
Amongst all the good news, psychologists are warning of the threat of a rise
in mental illness. The effects of lockdown have taken their toll on all of us
in a variety of ways with many reporting
feelings of uncertainty, anxiety and
loneliness. Emerging from lockdown
to mix with others is a cause of grave
concern and for some sleepless nights,
as we ask, ‘Will we be safe?’ ‘Is it a risk
we should be taking?’ ‘Should we stay
indoors longer, wait for a second dose
of the vaccine, wait for the infection
rates to go lower or even wait until the
pandemic is finally over for good?’
At Easter, Christians remember the
arrest, trial and death of Jesus. These
events took place at a time of great
uncertainty, political oppression and
danger for any who questioned the
Roman rulers of Jerusalem and Judea.
In his outspokenness, Jesus was regarded
not only as a troublemaker but as an
opponent of the state. The inevitable
happened when he was arrested, put
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through a mock trial with false witnesses and condemned to death. Jesus was
crucified, a form of Roman execution
designed specifically for those who
defied imperial authority. It was not
used to execute ordinary criminals, such
as thieves or murderers. Crucifixion was
reserved for treason. It was a particularly
painful, prolonged, and public form of
execution; it was a powerful deterrent
that sent the message, ‘This is what
we do to those who defy the Roman
Empire’. Not surprisingly crucifixion
instilled fear and dread in all those who
witnessed it.
Following his execution, Jesus’ followers went into lockdown, hiding in fear
of their lives and in fear of retribution.
They hid in secret behind locked doors
afraid to go out into the streets; afraid
to be seen. After Jesus died, they lost all
hope. And yet hope was closer to them
than they could ever have imagined.

T

hree days after Jesus died he appeared to them restored to life once
more. He came in different ways. One
of the gospel writers, John, records that
on two occasions he came to his followers as they hid behind the locked door of
an upstairs room. At the very moment
when things seemed bleakest, Jesus was
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restored to them. They began to realise
that God’s very self was present with
them working in power to be
Jesus is
made known in a new way.

the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus.
Though they didn’t recognise him at
first they invited him into their home,
saying ‘Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now over’. This is
a wonderful prayer and in our darkest
moments, when it is almost night, when
hope seems to have gone, Jesus is nearer
than we imagine and this too is a prayer
we can offer:
‘Stay with me, Lord, stay with me, for the
day is ending and soon it will be night’.
It is a prayer of resurrection and hope,
a welcome reminder of the promise of
Easter.

In the midst of the turmoil of nearer
everyday life, the reality of the
divine can seem hidden to us. than we
Easter tells a different story. It
imagine
reminds us that the followers
of Jesus were not alone. Jesus
the Son of God continued to walk with
them, still in control, his plans still on
track. In the same way Jesus walks with
us. Wrongs really will be put right.
Hurts will really be healed. Redemption will really be revealed. Goodness is
f you are interested to find out more
stronger than evil; light is stronger than
about the Christian faith, you would
darkness; love is stronger than hate; life
be very welcome at Newport Pagnell
is stronger than death.
Methodist Church or one of the other
churches in the town.
s we mark the season of Eastertide
again, bearing our dismays and
May God bless you!
dashed hopes, this is a timely reminder.
We are not alone—God is nearer than
Revd Nicola Martyn-Beck,
we imagine. Luke tells of Jesus’ appearMinister of Newport
ance to two more of his followers on
Pagnell Methodist Church
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Changes because of Covid-19

Watch for coming events
FOOD BANK XTRA

collection of Food Bank donations
Stacey Bushes depot still closed
URC collection 10am–12noon Wednesdays, or try a supermarket
More details at www.mkfoodbank.org.uk
Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Teapot and Sing

At Easter
•

May

SUSPENDED
until futher notice
because of Covid-19
The Newport Pagnell

Emergency Help Scheme (EHS)
SUSPENDED
because of Covid-19/Coronavirus
as it is impossible to maintain
safe distancing in a car
Covid-19/Coronavirus precautions
(even if vaccinated)
to complement anything else you may have heard

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Wear a mask, when inside with others, or in groups
Keep your distance from others, especially in big groups
Wash hands thoroughly with soap/use hand-sanitizer
Minimise touching surfaces, and never the face (virus lifetime on aluminium and plastic more than 1 day)
Beware of asymptomatic carriers (no symptoms; only a test will show
this)
Listen to medical experts, particularly epidemiologists

www.ctnp.org.uk

ChurchesTogetherNP

see pages 10 & 11 for planned
events at the churches of
Newport Pagnell

This Summer
•

•

Christian Aid service

Sunday 9th May
6pm
at the Parish Church,
on the High Street

planned ChurchesTogether
Holiday Club

for ChurchesTogetherNP events

(Covid-19 precautions apply)

www.ctnp.org.uk/whats-on
for contact details of churches

www.ctnp.org.uk/about

Newport Pagnell
Covid-19 Response Group
Local volunteers helping Newport Pagnell residents
volunteer or ask for help at

www.npcovid19.org
ChurchesTogether in Newport Pagnell

April 2021
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From the CTNP joint service for Christian Unity

Theme—Abiding in Christ
Litany of Praise
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!
We sing your praise in the midst of the world and among all peoples,
We sing your praise in the midst of creation and among all creatures.
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!
We sing your praise among suffering and tears,
We sing your praise among promises and achievements.
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!
We sing your praise in the places of conflict and misunderstanding,
We sing your praise in the places of encounter and reconciliation.
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!
We sing your praise in the midst of rifts and divisions,
We sing your praise in the midst of life and death,
the birth of a new heaven and a new earth.
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!

Prayer
Although prayers do not need to have fixed words,
you may have some words
you would like to share on this page.
Just send them to the editor
nevillefromnp@gmail.com

BLESS THE LORD MY SOUL
Bless the Lord my soul,
and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord my soul,
who leads me into life.
It is God who forgives all your guilt,
who heals ev’ry one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion.
The Lord is compassion and love,
the Lord is patient and rich in mercy.
God does not treat us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our faults.
As a father has compassion on his children,
the Lord has mercy on those who revere him;
for God knows of what we are made,
and remembers that we are dust.
(from Ps:103)
© Copyright Ateliers et Presses de Taizé,
Taizé-Communauté, F71250, France.
In ‘New Hymns & Worship Songs’

CCLI licence number 970074

image by Isabella & Louisa Fischer
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Lockdown Book Review

D

O YOU KNOW that feeling: when you’ve just read
a book that inspires you
so much that you want
everyone around you to read it
too, so that you can talk about it
together? That’s how I felt about
a book I read during this latest
lockdown. It’s by Dr Andrew Ollerton and is called, The Bible: A story
that makes sense of life.

Andrew begins by thinking about
why the Bible can be the world’s
best-selling book and yet be so
difficult to read. How can we be
more confident with this ancient
library and its different styles of
writing? What are the threads linking it all together?
He divides the Bible into six parts
and connects each one to who we
are as humans and how we fit into
the bigger story.

2. Exodus: Our human quest for
freedom
How can the story of Exodus inspire
us to work for justice and freedom
today? How has Jesus fulfilled
the story of Exodus in the ultimate sense? To what extent do we
experience greater freedom when
we choose to live God’s way instead
of our own?
3. Exile: Our human cry for peace
How does the Bible’s concept of
shalom help us appreciate what
true peace really means? In what
sense are we living in a state of exile
and how can we stand strong when
faced with suffering or hostility?

5. Spirit: Our human thirst for
community
How can we open our lives more
to the empowering presence of the
Holy Spirit? How does the book
of Acts help us to reimagine what
Christian community can be like?
How can we play our part in mission and make a difference where
we are today?
6. Hope: Our human longing for
home
How does the resurrection of Jesus
reveal the nature of our hope? How
does this change the way we approach bereavement and death and
how does it shape our priorities in
life?

T

hat’s just a taste of what this
book offers. I highly recommend it if you want help
making sense of the Bible, and also
seeing how the Bible makes sense
of us! I find bits of the Old Testament quite heavy going and I found
it helpful to see the bigger picture
and the patterns and threads that
run right through the Bible all
pointing to Jesus. Andrew writes in
an accessible, often amusing style
with questions at the end, so this
book could also work well in group
sessions.
I’ll finish with a quote taken from
his prologue written during lockdown in 2020,

“We are vulnerable creatures, prone
to anxiety in the face of our mortality. To live with peace we need to be
anchored to a larger plotline. To live
with confidence, we need a hope that
even death cannot snatch away.”
Thanks to Beth MacKay for
contributing this article.

This book is available as
• ebook from kobo.com (download book as .epub & use free .epub reader from Adobe)
• paper copy from waterstones.com, blackwells.co.uk or other bookshops
image by Gordon Simpson

1. Origins: Our human desire for
meaning
This section explores the relationship between the creation story and

modern science and
how it all relates to
us today as humans.
For example, if we
are made in the image of God, how
should this affect the way we see
ourselves and treat others? How
can the origins story in Genesis help
us make sense of life today?

4. Messiah: Our human need for
love
What are the main differences between how our culture defines love
and the way God’s love is revealed
through Jesus? What is God’s Kingdom like if Jesus is the one who
rules it?
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Easter 2021 with the churches

of Newport Pagnell

Sunday March 28th—Palm Sunday—Kids Online @ 9.45am/ Church Online @ 10.30am
Questions for the road ahead—Luke 18:31–34/ John 12:12–19
Thursday 1 April—Zoom Gathering @ 8pm
Gathering around the table: ‘Drink this, all of you...’ Matthew 26:17–30

Friday 2 April—Good Friday—Interactive Zoom Gathering @ 8pm
Good Friday: Facing the Cross—Matthew 27:11–56

Sunday 4 April—Easter Sunday—Kids Online @ 9.30am
Zoom Gathering @ 10.30am/ Church Online @ 10.30am
Easter Sunday: Alive—Mark 15:1–7
Sunday 11 April—Kids Online @ 9.45am/ Church Online @ 10.30am
Questions of the cross—Galatians 6:14
Sunday 18 April—Kids Online @ 9.45am/ Church Online @ 10.30am
Questions of the resurrection—1 Timothy 3:16
Sunday 25 April—Kids Online @ 9.45am/ Church Online @ 10.30am
Questions of eternity—John 20:31

more at Newport Pagnell Baptist Church
www.npbc.org.uk/easter2021

St Bede’s Catholic Church
Good Friday (2 April)

3pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Easter Sunday (4 April)

9am Easter Mass
Covid-19 precautions apply
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Newport Pagnell
Methodist Church
Easter Zoom events;

for a link,
please contact the minister
nicola.martyn-beck
@methodist.org.uk
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ChurchesTogether
in Newport Pagnell (CTNP)

IF you need
someone
to talk to,
or pray with

Many churches
One purpose

© Neil Thorogood
used with permission

The churches of Newport Pagnell
St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church
(including St Luke’s, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

church contacts and more at

www.ctnp.org.uk/about

Why not check
out one of the
local churches
in
Newport Pagnell?
CONTACTS
at

www.ctnp.org.uk

check the website or church contacts
for video and Zoom sessions

www.ctnp.org.uk/whats-on
Secretary:
Chris Row
01908 611542 chris.row@talktalk.net

Treasurer:
Paul Tolley
01908 615729 ptmercedes@aol.com

