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What’s at stake being a consumer?

F

Many Churches

OR SOME ECONOMISTS, THE MORE MARKETS THE BETTER,
because they bring economic efficiency. But this is defined in a
limited monetary and material way, and specifically avoids questions of
ethical value. Are there some things which should not be bought and sold?
Are some markets exploitive? Or can you trade anything you can price?

One Purpose

When this questioning triggers discomfort, a sense of injustice, a crossing
of a line, it shows that a market is not just an economic calculation. To put
the issue into focus, how do you feel about selling a child (into slavery,
work, to be trafficked, to raise money for the family, for sex), buying from a
company with poor labour practices (like Amazon and others), renting a
womb, selling one’s labour at low rates with few employment conditions,
selling space in creative places for sponsored advertising?

The Churches of Newport Pagnell
St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
(including St Lukes, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

To participate in a market is to accept its standards or ideals, even if
implicit. If ideals are compromised that raises a challenging question.

Jesus demonstrated his ideals through his actions.
What are your ideals, and how aligned are they with Jesus?

Do you act to put your ideals into practice as a consumer?
Does it matter?

also
check CONTACTS for video and Zoom sessions

Articles of all sorts to the Editor

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

www.ctnp.org.uk
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nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

at least a month’s notice for activities
check the website
for events & activities
and for the Connections archive

www.ctnp.org.uk
www.ctnp.org.uk/whats-on
www.ctnp.org.uk/about/page4
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Minister’s Letter

O

Lent and the Pandemic

VER THE COVID MONTHS we’ve had to give up many normal
activities like meeting our family, hugging friends and even
visiting loved ones in care homes. In many areas we’ve not been
able to go to cinemas, restaurants, sports fixtures, holiday destinations or
Sunday church services. It is a list of understandable ’thou shalt nots’ for
fear that we may put ourselves or others at risk.
Then along comes Lent which is traditionally a time of giving something up
for a short while. Some may say, ‘Not something else we have to give up on
top of everything else this last year! Why now bother with Lent?’

However, Lent is a time when we can focus again on all the questions we
ask about God. We can use the time we didn’t expect to have to seek for
answers. For some in quarantine, perhaps there is more time to find out
how to receive what God wants to give and reveal to us in the silence of our
hearts. Then, when lockdown ends, we will be able to engage with the world
in a new way having discovered something new about God and ourselves.
Giving up so much already has created solitary time in which we can engage
with questions about life and God. We can explore connecting with God,
despite the pandemic.
Lent has never been a time for giving something up for its own sake. We
give things up for a short time, so that we can create space and time for
God to give us his gifts in a way that we can experience his love and
presence more deeply. We especially need this during these times of worry
about the future.
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Sacrificing some of our time in order to love another better is something
that happens in most worthwhile relationships and it draws folk closer in
love and care. This is what Lent is about. The ‘giving up something for a
while’ concept is something we do so that we can clear some space in our
lives for God to meet us and reassure us. Lent is supposed to lead to joy
and a deepening of our relationship with our maker and redeemer.

using

the spirit
of Lent

We could use the time to pray for those, such as health
workers and the sick, who are struggling at the sharp
end of the pandemic. A phone call of support is creative
and will bring us closer to each other and God—even if
we have to give up some of our time and energy to do
so.

Yes, we’ve been forced to forego a lot anyway recently,
but using the spirit of Lent fruitfully is a weapon against
the effects of the virus. Even quarantine space can be
used to seek for God, so that we emerge from the pandemic with a
stronger sense of God’s presence than ever before.

fruitfully

Let’s face it, God will still exist long after the covid
virus has been wiped out.
Revd Nick Evans,
Rector of Newport Pagnell
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Watch for coming events
Friday 5th March

World Day of Prayer
For a Zoom link to a local service, contact
eva.bangle@urcnewportpagnell.org
tel:01908 031389
world-wide events and resources at

wwdp.org.uk

Look out for events around Easter
■
■

zoom Lent events
Good Friday ChurchesTogether joint service
Covid-19 conditions permitting

for events, see
for the churches, see

www.ctnp.org.uk/whats-on
www.ctnp.org.uk/about

CTNP Holiday Club
This Summer
(Covid-19 conditions permitting)
wwdp.org.uk

planned for 9th-12th August 2021
Lovat Hall, Newport Pagnell Baptist Church
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From the CTNP joint service for Christian Unity
Theme—Abiding in Christ
Litany of praise
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!
We sing your praise in the midst of the world and among all peoples,
We sing your praise in the midst of creation and among all creatures.
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!
We sing your praise among suffering and tears,
We sing your praise among promises and achievements.
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!
We sing your praise in the places of conflict and misunderstanding;
We sing your praise in the places of encounter and reconciliation.
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!
We sing your praise in the midst of rifts and divisions,
We sing your praise in the midst of life and death,
the birth of a new heaven and a new earth.
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!

From the CTNP joint service for Christian Unity
First Vigil—Abiding in Christ: The unity of the whole person
Reading: John 15:1-17
The joy of our heart is in God
God of love, through Christ you said to us, “You did not choose me but I
chose you.” You seek us, you invite us to receive your friendship and abide
in it. Teach us to respond more deeply to this invitation, and grow in a life
that is ever more complete
God of life, you call us to be praise in the midst of the world and to
welcome one another as a gift of your grace. May your loving gaze, which
rests upon each person, open us to receive each other just as we are.
God you who gather, you knit us together as one vine in your Son Jesus.
May your loving Spirit abide in us at local church and community meetings
and ecumenical gatherings. Grant that together we celebrate you with joy.
God of the one vineyard, you call us to abide in your love in all we do and
say. Touched by your goodness, grant us to be a reflection of that love in
our homes and workplaces. May we bridge rivalries and overcome
tensions.
The joy of our heart is in God
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Prayer

Have you got words to a prayer
you would like to share
on this page?
Just send it to the editor
nevillefromnp@gmail.com

BLESS THE LORD, MY SOUL (from Ps:103)
Bless the Lord my soul,
and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord my soul,
who leads me into life.
It is God who forgives all your guilt,
who heals ev’ry one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion.
The Lord is compassion and love,
the Lord is patient and rich in mercy.
God does not treat us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our faults.
As a father has compassion on his children,
the Lord has mercy on those who revere
him; for God knows of what we are made,
and remembers that we are dust.
© Copyright Ateliers et Presses de Taizé,
Taizé-Communauté, F71250, France.
In ‘New Hymns & Worship Songs’

THE LORD’S PRAYER
When you pray, do not keep on babbling like
pagans, for they think they will be heard because
of their many words. Do not be like them, for
your Father knows what you need before you ask
him. This, then, is how you should pray:

“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.”
[NIV 1984; Matthew 6:7-13]

For thine is the kingdom the power and
the glory. Amen.

Finding God within, in the stillness
Some thoughts from the 14th-century author of The Cloud of Unknowing
In the beginning, it is usual to feel nothing but a kind of
darkness about your mind, or as it were, a cloud of
unknowing. You will seem to know nothing and to feel
nothing except a naked intent towards God in the depths of
your being. Try as you might, this darkness and this cloud
will remain between you and your God. You will feel
frustrated, for your mind will be unable to grasp him and
your heart will not relish the delight of his love. But learn to
be at home in this darkness. Return to it as often as you
can, letting your spirit cry out to him whom you love, for if, in
this life, you hope to feel and see God as he is in himself it
must be within this darkness and this cloud.
CCLI licence number 970074
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FOOD BANK XTRA—FOOD BANK XTRA

Monday 22nd—Friday 25th February

collection of Food Bank donations currently suspended

Christian Aid Virtual Supporter Conference

Find details at http://www.mkfoodbank.org.uk/

on the internet
Sign up for individual sessions
which catch your eye
on the Christian Aid website

Changemakers Conference - Christian Aid
The Newport Pagnell

Emergency Help Scheme (EHS)
Currently SUSPENDED
because of Covid-19/Coronavirus
as it is impossible
to maintain safe distancing in a car

If you would like to




contribute a short article of comment or testimony
join in discussions about how to communicate about
ChurchesTogether

Contact Neville Watson:

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Teapot
and Sing
SUSPENDED Until further notice
Because of Covid-19
12

5

Covid-19/Coronavirus
a short reminder
even if vaccinated
(to complement anything else you may have heard)








Wash hands thoroughly with soap/use hand-sanitizer
Wear a mask, when inside with others, or in groups
Keep your distance from others, especially in big groups
Minimise touching surfaces, and never the face
(virus lifetime on aluminium and plastic more than 1 day)
Beware of asymptomatic carriers (only a test will show this)
Listen to medical experts, particularly epidemiologists

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER (5th March 2021)
It is hoped to hold a Zoom meeting. Please let Eva know if you would like to
be part of this, and she will send the Zoom link. (see page 3) Following the
service there will be an opportunity to chat over tea/coffee. There are
some copies of the Order of Service, available on request (not available in
electronic form),
If there is an international
service to join, details will be
on the website wwdp.org.uk

The islands of Vanuatu were originally
named the New Hebrides by Captain
James Cook. They are 1100 miles East of
Australia, in the South Western Pacific
Ocean, an area where there has been
much devastation by recent cyclones,
Pam in 2015, and Harold in April 2020.

World Day of Prayer
2021
‘Build
on a strong foundation’

VANUATU
6
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Newport Pagnell
Covid-19 Response Group
Local volunteers helping Newport Pagnell residents

N

ewport Pagnell Covid-19 Response Group is an
umbrella group of around 60 local volunteers who
are helping the elderly, vulnerable and isolated in
Newport Pagnell during the current pandemic
emergency.

Operating in clusters, on a street-by-street basis across
the town, to bring together volunteers, the medical
centre, pharmacies, the town council, local churches and
the Newport Pagnell General Chit-Chat Facebook group,
to help the community during the pandemic.



www.npcovid19.org
—joint the Facebook group, contact the Town

Council on 01908 618756, or email npresponse@hotmail.com


—see the flyer here on page-7, or one may

have already been pushed through your letter-box


find the group at Newport Pagnell Covid-19 Response
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WHY WOULD YOU READ ABOUT ANY GENOCIDE?

G

ENOCIDE, of which the Holocaust
is only one of many that occurred
in the 20th century, is a terrible
crime; not just of murder, but of
humiliation, violence and
degradation. How one set of humanbeings severely mis-treat others.
To read about this, is no longer to be
ignorant about just how low the
behaviour of human-beings to each
other can sink. Just as tragic, are the
words used by perpetrators to justify
their ideas and actions, and to ignore
or be indifferent to responsibility and
consequences.

These ideas, actions, and the
dangers of the mis-use of speech are
just as real and dangerous today.
Reading an eyewitness account of
people who have lost everything can
put any current difficulties in
perspective, and can point to a raw
and deep understanding of trauma
and survival psychology. Eyewitness
accounts written immediately after
the event carry the most direct unvarnished rawness of the tragedy of
what happened and how people
behaved. Could any of this be me?

EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS/TESTIMONY
Viktor Frankl, “Man’s Search for Meaning” (first published in German
1946; Frankl was already a physician and psychiatrist when interned at
the age of 38, and adds psychological observations to his account)

EYE
WITNESSES

“

Primo Levi, “If this is a Man” (first published in Italian 1958)
Chil Rajchman, “Treblinka” (one of the few survivors from the only
escape from Treblinka, first translated from Yiddish 2011; Treblinka
was unknown for years after 1945 because apart from these few
escapees, all other of the around 800,000 were murdered at this one
location within about one year, and the camp then replaced by a
farmhouse.)
Elie Wiesel, “Night”) (first published in French 1958)
Krystyna Żywulska, “I survived Auschwitz” (eyewitness account first
translated from Polish 2004)
Edith Eger, “The Choice” (2017; published late in life, half eyewitness
account, the rest about the second half of her life, dealing with the
trauma, psychological healing and becoming a therapist; a key moment
was being given a copy of Viktor Frankl’s book, out of the blue, when a
student at the beginning of her journey of healing)
Otto Dov Kulka, “Landscapes of the Metropolis of Death” (most first
translated from Hebrew 1984; recordings interpreted late in life)
Yankel Wiernik, “A year in Treblinka” (first published 1944; survivor
testimony of an escapee survivor from Treblinka)

“

Viktor Frankl

Today it is winter. We know what it means because we were here last
winter; and the others will soon learn. It means that in the course of these
months, from October till April, seven out of ten of us will die. Whoever does not
die will suffer minute by minute, all day, every day. … Just as our hunger is not
that feeling of missing a meal, so our way of being cold has need of a new
word. … Even now we would go [to touch the electric-fence] if we were logical,
were it not for this last senseless crazy residue of unavoidable hope. [p.123/4] Primo Levi

“

“

“

Everything can be taken away from a man but one
thing: the last of the human freedoms—to choose
one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances,
to choose one’s own way. [p.86]

I ran to look for my father. At the same time I was afraid of having
to wish him a happy year in which I no longer believed. He was
leaning against the wall, bent shoulders sagging as if under a
heavy load. I went up to him, took his hand and kissed it. I felt a
tear on my hand. Whose was it? Mine? His? I said nothing. Nor did
he. Never before had we understood each other so clearly. [p.68]

My poor sister asks me why we are leaving our
luggage behind. I reply:—we won’t be needing it.
… I don’t manage to say even a few more words to her
before we hear a murderous shout:—Men to the right,
women to the left! I barely have time to kiss
her and we are torn apart for ever. [p.20]
Chil Rajchman

“

It is a story about prejudice and
racism in general and a study of
the potential beast within all of
us, that could so easily consume
us if we do not learn lessons
from the past. Sadly, it seems
these lessons have not been
learned yet. [p.10] Sam Sperling
(son of a survivor)

I see an American handing cigarettes to
inmates, who are so hungry they eat them,
paper and all. I watch from a tangle of bodies.
… I try to move my fingers to signal that I am
alive. I have no voice. He scours the bodies. His
eyes pass over me without recognition …
then a patch of light explodes on the ground …
the gleam of light isn’t fire at all. It is the sun
colliding with Magda’s sardine can! Whether on
purpose or by accident, she has arrested the
soldiers’ attention with a tin of fish. ...and now I
can feel my hand. I know it is my hand because
the soldier is touching it. [p.89]

Edith Eger

Since Auschwitz we know what man is capable of
And since Hiroshima we know what is at stake.
Viktor Frankl (1984)

Auschwitz-Birkenau Crematorium IV (public domain)
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Elie Wiesel
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