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One Purpose

Jesus said he had come for his ’lost sheep’. Our lost state could be
interpreted as being un-tethered from The Kingdom of God, from the
deep reality of God, his creation and the relationships amongst his
created souls. To enter this Kingdom, is to follow the example of Jesus,
how he behaved while keeping in touch with the realities of this world.

St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
(including St Lukes, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

So if you are feeling even a bit un-tethered or lost at the present
moment

could this be a time to respond to Jesus’ call?

also
check CONTACTS for video and Zoom sessions
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URING THE INSURRECTION AND VIOLENCE in

When dealing with a shock event, we all can feel a time of
disconnection in part of life. This last Covid-year has given plenty of
reasons for that. The difficulty is when it becomes a way of life.

The Churches of Newport Pagnell

www.ctnp.org.uk

How lost are you?

Washington recently, Jeffery Goldberg, editor-in-chief of the
Atlantic magazine, was in The Capitol talking to some in the
crowd. His impression was of people un-tethered from the world, from
objective reality. Lies, hate and fake news seem to have taken them to
an alternate reality, completely disconnected from the objective world.

Many Churches

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

February 2021

Articles of all sorts to the Editor

Copy Deadline
Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

20th

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

of each Month

Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
Regularly check for events and activities and find the Connections archive at

www.ctnp.org.uk
www.ctnp.org.uk/whats-on
www.ctnp.org.uk/about
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Minister’s Letter

A

We are not alone.

S I AM PREPARING THIS LETTER FOR FEBRUARY, we have once
again been put into lockdown. And as we all did last year, we have
to alter how we do things. Life is not the same. For some of us this
is more difficult as we have other considerations, a change of work
patterns, a return to home schooling maybe, and routines changed yet
again. There are also the changes to our social lives: being unable to mix
with family and friends as we would like, and sadly the loneliness that
comes with isolation. We must also remember all those whose lives have
been turned upside down and inside out by contracting Covid-19, and those
families who have lost loved ones.
The pause button has again been pressed, and we have time to ponder on
what has occurred over the past year. I am well aware that many people
found positives emerging out of what could be perceived as a negative time.
Personally I was able to get my house in order. Literally! Having moved
house the previous year I found I had more time to unpack the last of the
boxes and decide what it was I actually needed, or was I just bringing
baggage along for the sake of it. Sometimes we need to stop before we can
move forward. We need to rest and draw strength from what is around us.
I enjoyed long walks over Bury Field during what we must admit was a
glorious summer. I witnessed the change of seasons, glorious sunrises and
sunsets, the silence all around during the first few weeks of lockdown when
very few cars were moving on the roads, an almost empty M1, and how blue
the sky was with the absence of aircraft trails.
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I was very aware of a sense of stability as I looked around and took in the
familiar views of the surrounding countryside. I had embarked on a virtual
cycle ride to Dublin, by cycling round the local area. I was constantly struck
by the feeling that this had all happened before, and indeed the current
situation will pass. The old village churches had no doubt seen many such
troubled times over the centuries, and still stand tall, mellowed by the
passage of time.
Many of you will recall Julian of Norwich. She lived during the time of the
Black Death in the mid 14th century and wrote:
“All shall be well,
and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be well.”
By the time you read this letter it will be February and of course I don’t
know what the situation will be then. One thing I can be sure of is that we
are not alone as we journey through this time of uncertainty. We have
Christ to walk along side us, of that we are assured.
“Behold I am with you always, even to the end of time.”
[Matthew 28:20]
Eva Bangle,
Elder, Newport Pagnell URC
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FOOD BANK XTRA—FOOD BANK XTRA
collection of Food Bank donations currently suspended
Find details at http://www.mkfoodbank.org.uk/

Wednesday 27th January (2021) at 7.30pm

Open Meeting for All by internet zoom
ALL WELCOME for discussion of future of CTNP.
for events, see

If you would like to



for the churches of CTNP, see

contribute a short article of comment or testimony
join in discussions about how to communicate about
CTNP

Contact Neville Watson: nevillefromnp@gmail.com

www.ctnp.org.uk/whats-on
www.ctnp.org.uk/about

No CTNP events coming in February

The Newport Pagnell

Emergency Help Scheme (EHS)
Currently SUSPENDED
because of Covid-19/Coronavirus
as it is impossible
to maintain safe distancing in a car

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Teapot
and Sing
SUSPENDED Until further notice
Because of Covid-19
14

Look out for events around Easter
Covid-19 conditions permitting

CTNP Holiday Club
This Summer
(Covid-19 conditions permitting)
planned for 9th-12th August 2021
Lovat Hall, Newport Pagnell Baptist Church
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Finding God within, in the stillness
Some thoughts from the 14th-century author of The Cloud of Unknowing
In the beginning, it is usual to feel nothing but a kind of
darkness about your mind, or as it were, a cloud of
unknowing. You will seem to know nothing and to feel
nothing except a naked intent towards God in the depths of
your being. Try as you might, this darkness and this cloud
will remain between you and your God. You will feel
frustrated, for your mind will be unable to grasp him and
your heart will not relish the delight of his love. But learn to
be at home in this darkness. Return to it as often as you
can, letting your spirit cry out to him whom you love, for if, in
this life, you hope to feel and see God as he is in himself it
must be within this darkness and this cloud.

some
prayer
suggestions

THE LORD’S PRAYER
When you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans,
for they think they will be heard because of their many
words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what
you need before you ask him. This, then, is how you
should pray:

(1) the prayer
recommended by
Jesus to his
disciples
[Luke 11;
these words
Matthew 6]
(2) a prayer for
peace.

“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.”
[NIV 1984; Matthew 6:7-13]

For thine is the kingdom the power and the glory. Amen.

From the CTNP joint service for Christian Unity
First Vigil—Abiding in Christ: The unity of the whole person
Reading: John 15:1-17
The joy of our heart is in God
God of love, through Christ you said to us, “You did not choose me but I
chose you.” You seek us, you invite us to receive your friendship and abide
in it. Teach us to respond more deeply to this invitation, and grow in a life
that is ever more complete
God of life, you call us to be praise in the midst of the world and to
welcome one another as a gift of your grace. May your loving gaze, which
rests upon each person, open us to receive each other just as we are.
God you who gather, you knit us together as one vine in your Son Jesus.
May your loving Spirit abide in us at local church and community meetings
and ecumenical gatherings. Grant that together we celebrate you with joy.
God of the one vineyard, you call us to abide in your love in all we do and
say. Touched by your goodness, grant us to be a reflection of that love in
our homes and workplaces. May we bridge rivalries and overcome
tensions.
The joy of our heart is in God
4

A prayer for peace
Our Father, there are individuals with power in this world,
because you have made it that way,
As Jesus said to Pontius Pilate, “you would have no power over me
if it were not given to you from above.” [John 19:11]
Therefore we pray for all those with power in this world,
at all levels from the least to the most powerful;
those with political power;
those with military power; those with commercial power;
Help them all to see more clearly the path towards peace,
as they exercise their power.
The path of compassion, negotiation, peaceful co-existence,
compromise; recognising the power of words.
That conflict may reduce in this world,
and Thy Kingdom may come on earth as it is in Heaven.
In the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen.
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Newport Pagnell
Covid-19 Response Group
Local volunteers helping Newport Pagnell residents

N

ewport Pagnell Covid-19 Response Group is an
umbrella group of around 60 local volunteers who
are helping the elderly, vulnerable and isolated in
Newport Pagnell during the current pandemic
emergency.

Operating in clusters, on a street-by-street basis across
the town, to bring together volunteers, the medical
centre, pharmacies, the town council, local churches and
the Newport Pagnell General Chit-Chat Facebook group,
to help the community during the pandemic.



www.npcovid19.org
—joint the Facebook group, contact the Town

Council on 01908 618756, or email npresponse@hotmail.com


—see the flyer here on page-5, or one may

have already been pushed through your letter-box


find the group at Newport Pagnell Covid-19 Response

Covid-19/Coronavirus—a short reminder
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(to complement anything else you may have heard)
Wash hands thoroughly with soap/use hand-sanitizer
Wear a mask, when inside with others, or in groups
Keep your distance from others, especially in big groups
Minimise touching surfaces, and never the face
(virus lifetime on aluminium and plastic more than 1 day)
Beware of asymptomatic carriers (only a test will show this)
Listen to medical experts
5

Holocaust Memorial Day
theme for 2021:




T
Sachsenhausen concentration camp
‘Work makes you free’ CC BY-SA 1.0

Majdanek concentration camp
M.Bucka—own work, CC BY-SA 4.0

27th Jan 2021

Be the light in the darkness

to remember the 6 million Jews murdered during
the Holocaust, millions of other people killed
under Nazi persecution (1933-45), and millions
more in genocides in Cambodia (1975-9), Rwanda
(1994), Bosnia (1995) and Darfur (2003 on)
to together bear witness for those who endured
genocides, and honour the survivors and all those
whose lives were changed beyond recognition

Auschwitz concentration camp
GIRAUD Patrick, CC BY-SA 2.5

HE VERY WORD HOLOCAUST is a word charged with meanings and
associations—with the Second World War, Germany, Hitler and his
inner circle; with concentration camps and death camps; but also
with racism, prejudice, hatred of Jews and other ‘undesirables’ like Roma,
Sinti, the disabled, gays, disliked religious and political critics; other
associations are with war crimes, genocide and mass killing, crimes against
humanity; with ideas of justice (for both individuals and state actors),
international justice, war and peace, democracy or dictatorship, dignity of a
person—to name a few points with current relevance and application.
To be a memorial to the Holocaust, to other Nazi persecutions, and to
subsequent genocides, is to remember the deaths and killings; but also to
remember the consequences for both survivors and perpetrators, the
consequences for the children of survivors, perpetrators and the dead, and
the consequences for the relatives of those who died or survived.
In the case of Germany, this is a memorial of a process which started with
thugs in the streets from 1933, beatings, insult, humiliation and abuse of
‘undesirables’ including but not exclusively Jews, being fired from jobs,
excluded from occupations, businesses closed, theft of assets, expulsion
from the country, cancellation of citizenship, ghettos, denial of liberty
through arrest, imprisonment, detention in camps (the first camps date
from 1933)—all this in the run-up to WWII. During the war the number of
camps and sub-camps increased to the hundreds. These camps, the
concentration camps, were about detention, forced labour, and poor
conditions; deaths arose from brutality, lack of food, poor conditions,
disease and incidental killing. But camps purely intended to kill, the death
camps, were a later and parallel development during 1942-1944.
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Auschwitz II-Birkenau
Ingo Mehling CC BY-SA 4.0
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WHY WOULD YOU READ ABOUT ANY GENOCIDE?

G

ENOCIDE, of which the Holocaust
is only one of many that occurred
in the 20th century, is a terrible
crime; not just of murder, but of
humiliation, violence and
degradation. How one set of humanbeings severely mis-treat others.
To read about this, is no longer to be
ignorant about just how low the
behaviour of human-beings to each
other can sink. Just as tragic, are the
words used by perpetrators to justify
their ideas and actions, and to ignore
or be indifferent to responsibility and
consequences.

These ideas, actions, and the
dangers of the mis-use of speech are
just as real and dangerous today.
Reading an eyewitness account of
people who have lost everything can
put any current difficulties in
perspective, and can point to a raw
and deep understanding of trauma
and survival psychology. Eyewitness
accounts written immediately after
the event carry the most direct unvarnished rawness of the tragedy of
what happened and how people
behaved. Could any of this be me?

EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS/TESTIMONY
Viktor Frankl, “Man’s Search for Meaning” (first published in German
1946; Frankl was already a physician and psychiatrist when interned at
the age of 38, and adds psychological observations to his account)

Primo Levi, “If this is a Man” (first published in Italian 1958)
Chil Rajchman, “Treblinka” (one of the few survivors from the only
escape from Treblinka, first translated from Yiddish 2011; Treblinka
was unknown for years after 1945 because apart from these few
escapees, all other of the around 800,000 were murdered at this one
location within about one year, and the camp then replaced by a
farmhouse.)
Elie Wiesel, “Night”) (first published in French 1958)
Krystyna Żywulska, “I survived Auschwitz” (eyewitness account first
translated from Polish 2004)
Edith Eger, “The Choice” (2017; published late in life, half eyewitness
account, the rest about the second half of her life, dealing with the
trauma, psychological healing and becoming a therapist; a key moment
was being given a copy of Viktor Frankl’s book, out of the blue, when a
student at the beginning of her journey of healing)

These later camps, part of the ‘final solution for the Jews’ were only for killing.
Some of the infamous camp names are Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka, Chelmno.
Here cattle-wagon trains full of people would arrive in the morning, and be
dead by afternoon. Only a few kept alive to move corpses, before they too were
murdered. Burning corpses was a later development to hide the evidence.
To remember just Auschwitz is to remember only a part of the Holocaust.
Killing took place at many places, and required organisation. In Poland, plenty
of killing, brutal shooting at point-blank range, did not take place in camps at
all. Auschwitz was certainly a big camp (with 50 sub-camps), and provided
much forced labour to organisations such as I.G.Farben, Krupp, Borsig and
Siemens. Many died from the labour, from disease, from the very harsh
conditions, and by explicit murder in the gas chambers of Auschwitz-Birkenau,
the local death camp.
For a hint of how destroyed people can be, but still be alive just enough to have
work extracted from them, there are survivor testimonies. Some have written
short books of testimony, like Viktor Frankl, Primo Levi, Chil Rajchman, Edith
Eger. Some of the last living survivors give talks. There are a few PBS film
documentaries. They show through snap-shots the abject struggle for survival,
needing cunning, shrewd and robust psychology, and some luck; and how
extremely destructive the conditions were. But even in those dire conditions,
there were a rare one or two who were able to show compassion for another,
though that might only be a few crumbs of bread or a word of comfort.
In facing up to the barbarity of what happened, responsibility is of course
divided. There were a few headline prosecutions at Nuremburg, and more later
under West German law, although many avoided any prosecution. Genocides
probably cannot flourish without first a driving leadership from the top, but they
must be supported by many willing accomplices and participants.

H

ow can such things happen? Would I be an accomplice? Would I be a
participant? Would I find a way to obstruct/resist/aid the victims? Would I
be an active by-stander or a passive complicit observer? Even today in the UK,
the Home Office maintains detention centres for deportations of people who
only know this country, who came to this country when only a few years old.

Plenty to reflect on. Will you

be the light in the darkness?

Otto Dov Kulka, “Landscapes of the Metropolis of Death” (most first
translated from Hebrew 1984; recordings interpreted late in life)

www.hmd.org.uk
links for
Rwanda, Bosnia, Darfur
and the Holocaust

Yankel Wiernik, “A year in Treblinka” (first published 1944; survivor
testimony of an escapee survivor from Treblinka)
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Auschwitz-Birkenau Crematorium IV (public domain)
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EYE
WITNESSES
RELATED PERSONAL ACCOUNTS

“

Philippe Sands, “East West Street” (2016; son of a survivor, describing
the story of two previous generations, the slaughter of his grandparents generation in a Polish/Ukrainian town, and part of the
stories of Lauterpacht & Lemkin, born in the same area at the same
time, and who were founding contributors to the International Law of
genocide & crimes against humanity)
Gitta Sereny, “The German Trauma” (2000; a Viennese teenager at
large in war-time Paris reflects years later on that time and later
encounters as a journalist with some key Nazi survivors)

HISTORY
Philippe Sands, “The Ratline” (2020; the story of one key player in the
exterminations, some reactions of his son, and the role of the papacy
and the Americans in Rome of the later 1940s)
Timothy Snyder, “Black Earth: the Holocaust as history and
warning” (2015) and “Bloodlands” (2010)
Robert Gellately, “Backing Hitler: Consent and Coercion in Nazi
Germany” (2001)
Christopher R.Browning, “Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and
the final solution in Poland” (1992)

THE WIDER PICTURE
Adam Jones, “Crimes Against Humanity” (2008; not just genocide &
ethnic cleansing, but also slavery & human trafficking, torture, rape
& sexual crimes)
Edward S.Herman & David Peterson, “The Politics of Genocide” (2011)
Norman M.Naimark, “Genocide: a world history” (2017)
Raffy Boudjikanian, “Journey through Genocide: stories of survivors and
the dead” (2018; a journalist in Chad/Darfur, Rwanda and Turkey)
Linda Polman, “We did nothing” (1997; a journalist with the UN in
Somalia, Haiti, Rwanda)
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“

Viktor Frankl

Today it is winter. We know what it means because we were here last
winter; and the others will soon learn. It means that in the course of these
months, from October till April, seven out of ten of us will die. Whoever does not
die will suffer minute by minute, all day, every day. … Just as our hunger is not
that feeling of missing a meal, so our way of being cold has need of a new
word. … Even now we would go [to touch the electric-fence] if we were logical,
were it not for this last senseless crazy residue of unavoidable hope. [p.123/4] Primo Levi

“

“

“

Everything can be taken away from a man but one
thing: the last of the human freedoms—to choose
one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances,
to choose one’s own way. [p.86]

I ran to look for my father. At the same time I was afraid of having
to wish him a happy year in which I no longer believed. He was
leaning against the wall, bent shoulders sagging as if under a
heavy load. I went up to him, took his hand and kissed it. I felt a
tear on my hand. Whose was it? Mine? His? I said nothing. Nor did
he. Never before had we understood each other so clearly. [p.68]

My poor sister asks me why we are leaving our
luggage behind. I reply:—we won’t be needing it.
… I don’t manage to say even a few more words to her
before we hear a murderous shout:—Men to the right,
women to the left! I barely have time to kiss
her and we are torn apart for ever. [p.20]
Chil Rajchman

“

It is a story about prejudice and
racism in general and a study of
the potential beast within all of
us, that could so easily consume
us if we do not learn lessons
from the past. Sadly, it seems
these lessons have not been
learned yet. [p.10] Sam Sperling
(son of a survivor)

Elie Wiesel

I see an American handing cigarettes to
inmates, who are so hungry they eat them,
paper and all. I watch from a tangle of bodies.
… I try to move my fingers to signal that I am
alive. I have no voice. He scours the bodies. His
eyes pass over me without recognition …
then a patch of light explodes on the ground …
the gleam of light isn’t fire at all. It is the sun
colliding with Magda’s sardine can! Whether on
purpose or by accident, she has arrested the
soldiers’ attention with a tin of fish. ...and now I
can feel my hand. I know it is my hand because
the soldier is touching it. [p.89]

Edith Eger

Since Auschwitz we know what man is capable of
And since Hiroshima we know what is at stake.
Viktor Frankl (1984)
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