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Was Jesus political?

ESUS HEALED the Roman Centurion’s servant, he spoke with the
Samaritan woman, he obstructed the stoning of the adulterous
woman, he went for dinner with the tax collector, he challenged
Pontius Pilate about where his power came from, he could be critical of
a rich host who had invited him to his table.

Many Churches
One Purpose

In all these cases, Jesus’ behaviour was in complete defiance of the
norms of the time.
Rather than challenge and object to the injustices, he showed an
alternative way—-the way of love instead the way of conflict. Jesus must
have been well aware that the Roman occupation was oppressive and
unjust, what low status and treatment was expected for women, and
that tax collectors were a despised group.

The Churches of Newport Pagnell
St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
(including St Lukes, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

Nevertheless, Jesus showed how to express God’s love and
compassion in an unjust world, even confronting some in a peaceable
way. An example to emulate.
To do all this, Jesus first had to be born in a
Bethlehem stable…

...well worth remembering
and celebrating this Christmas

also
check CONTACTS for video and Zoom sessions

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

December 2020

Articles of all sorts to the Editor

Copy Deadline
Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

20th

holidaysandobservances.net

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

of each Month

Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
Regularly check for events and activities and find the Connections archive at

www.ctnp.org.uk
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Minister’s Letter

I

CTNP High Street Nativity event ● re-imagined for Covid

It isn’t all bad news

T’S GREAT THAT CHRISTMAS IS CELEBRATED IN THE MIDDLE OF
WINTER. That give us something to look forward to as the days get
shorter and the weather becomes less pleasant. And occurring just
after the winter solstice it has the added bonus, that when the Christmas
celebrations are over, the days begin to lengthen again and we can look
forward to spring and new life.
This is particularly appropriate this year as the Covid pandemic continues to
seriously disrupt our lives, and in many cases threaten people’s jobs and
livelihoods. The boost and distractions that Christmas gives us are
especially welome when we have to cope with all the restrictions. We also
have a glimmer of hope that there may at last be some light at the end of
the tunnel, and that a vaccine may become available to allow us to return to
some sort of normality.
And the Christian message of Christmas is so relevant in all this. Because
what we celebrate is the amazing fact that Jesus Christ, the son of God,
became a human being; that the creator of the whole universe became one
of us. As a result, we all have the wonderful hope of eternal life, because
Jesus died for us and rose again from the dead. Therefore death is not the
end for us. But that is not all. Jesus also lived an ordinary life just like us
with problems similar to ours, which started right at his birth when there
was no room for his parents at the inn and he was born in a stable. And he
knows what suffering means, because he went through a lot of agony and
was brutally killed on the cross.
So we can be sure that Jesus knows what we are going through and is with
us in this difficult time. My wish for you is that, despite everything, the
celebration of Christmas will bring joy to your life and give you new hope for
2021.
May God bless you this Christmas.
Deacon Klaus Reidel,
St Bede’s Catholic Church
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Café Latte—54 High Street, Newport Pagnell
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CTNP events coming in January
The Newport Pagnell Emergency Help
Scheme (EHS)

Friday 1st January (2021)
(subject to Covid-19 conditions)

currently
SUSPENDED
because of Covid-19/Coronavirus

A New Year’s day walk to the churches of Newport Pagnell.
A (distanced) walk along the High Street, on the morning of New Year’s Day.

Sunday 17th January 2021

it is impossible
to maintain safe distancing
in a car

starting at 10.30am

United online service by internet zoom
To mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

Time is running out...

The theme is ‘Abiding in Christ’, using material
prepared by the sisters of the Monastic community in
Grandchamp, Switzerland. The service will be led by
Revd Nick Evans of St Peter and St Paul and the
preacher will be Revd Nicola Martyn-Beck of Newport
Pagnell Methodist church.

...to find an editor
to continue the production
of this monthly CTNP newsletter
Connections.

All are welcome
Source acknowledged:

pinclipart.com
If you would like
to see the publication of this newsletter continue

zoom invitations will be emailed before the day;
to request the zoom link, please email
Chris Row (CTNP secretary) chris.row@talktalk.net

Please Contact
Neville Watson nevillefromnp@gmail.com

for events, see
for the churches of CTNP, see

10

www.ctnp.org.uk/whats-on
www.ctnp.org.uk/about
3

Global warming—Climate change—Living sustainably

F

Newport Pagnell
Covid-19 Response Group

Is there a place for God in all this?

Local volunteers helping Newport Pagnell residents

OR THE FIRST 200 YEARS OF THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION, the
atmospheric balance remained roughly at pre-industrial levels. In
general terms, all that has changed since the end of the second
world war (1945). There is now a massive (in geological terms) increased
level of carbon in the atmosphere, with the serious consequence of rising
temperatures. In the rush to the exits to deny this is happening at all, or to
minimise its significance, there is one blindingly obvious observation.
Those adults whose decisions have created this planetary crisis, are those
alive or born between say 1945 and 1975. That includes this writer and, I
suspect, many of those reading this. Our individual impacts are of course
very variable, but the overall observation remains: we, our generation, the
politicians, industrialists, financiers and bankers of our generation are
those whose decisions and actions have set the planet on this now
unstoppable change.

So, never mind the blame. What is going to happen now? Who is going to
deal with this? Those generations born since 1975, alive now, are the
ones who must act now if we are to mitigate future damage. The
decisions and actions taken now will decide how horrendous the next 200
years will be. The important point is that the future is not cast in stone. It
depends on decisions and actions great and small to be made by the
current generations. That still includes you and me.
Even if we stopped putting any more carbon in the atmosphere tomorrow,
processes with positive feedback loops are already in operation, which
cannot now be stopped. The planetary average temperature will rise. Most
aspects of life will degrade.
The only issue is how far they are allowed to progress; the timescale runs
to centuries, but serious action must be taken in the next decades. Any
temperature rise is bad news—the bigger the worse. There is now, no going
back to the comfortable environment we all grew up in. As an example of a
secondary consequence: for every degree rise in temperature, grain
agricultural productivity decreases by about 10%. More discomfort, less
food.
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ewport Pagnell Covid-19 Response Group is an
umbrella group of around 60 local volunteers who
are helping the elderly, vulnerable and isolated in
Newport Pagnell during the current pandemic
emergency.

Operating in clusters, on a street-by-street basis across
the town, to bring together volunteers, the medical
centre, pharmacies, the town council, local churches and
the Newport Pagnell General Chit-Chat Facebook group,
to help the community during the pandemic.



www.npcovid19.org
—joint the Facebook group, contact the Town

Council on 01908 618756, or email npresponse@hotmail.com


—see the flyer here on page-5, or one may

have already been pushed through your letter-box


find the group at Newport Pagnell Covid-19 Response

Covid-19/Coronavirus—a short reminder







(to complement anything else you may have heard)
Wash hands thoroughly with soap/use hand-sanitizer
Wear a mask, when inside with others, or in groups
Keep your distance from others, especially in big groups
Minimise touching surfaces, and never the face
(virus lifetime on aluminium and plastic more than 1 day)
Beware of asymptomatic carriers (only a test will show this)
Listen to medical experts
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Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Teapot
and Sing
SUSPENDED
Until further notice
Because of Covid-19/Coronavirus
FOOD BANK XTRA—FOOD BANK XTRA
New collection for Food Bank donations in front of the URC,
or a pick-up can be arranged .

Find details at https://www.npcovid19.org/

I started thinking this piece would be about pandemics, but pandemics
are just an early side-show to the main crisis. The only problem with
pandemics is that more are expected, and the danger is that one will popup which is both readily infectious and much more lethal than covid-19.
For example, ebola was not so infectious, but had a kill rate of 70-90%.
If you think this planetary crisis of global warming has nothing to do with
care for your neighbour, just ask the people now struggling to live in
Bangladesh, the Marshall Islands, the Maldives, California, Eastern
Australia, Puerto Rico, the flooded parts of the UK, to name just a few
places. You are not much good to your neighbour, if you, we, destroy all
the life-support systems of that neighbour.

S

o why speak out about this? For sure the big changes urgently
needed must be taken through decisions by global corporations
and government policies. But what about the rest of us? My take is
not to throw up our hands, be indifferent, do nothing, and think that we
are powerless, and so abdicate responsibility. My take is that there are
very many things, great and small, which each one of us can do, which can
make a small difference, and add to the critical mass of action; whether
an activist or not.
You might say, ‘Where is God in all this?’ My take is that, as children of
God, we all have God-given decision-making responsibilities. God expects
us to use them; to look after, be compassionate about, be loving of, all
aspects of our home, and all in it.
It was Jesus who commended, ‘Thy kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven’,
and it was Jesus who showed in his life, how to decide and act to bring
God’s love and compassion into this world.

If you would like to



contribute a short article of comment or
testimony
join in discussions about how to communicate about
CTNP

Contact Neville Watson

nevillefromnp@gmail.com
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There are some big decisions to be taken, and they need to be taken
SOON. The future is getting worse with each day of serious inaction. Even
2 degrees rise by 2050 is no return to a 1950s comfortable environment.
a version of this text was read at October’s CTNP Forum –Ed

THE BACKGROUND FACTS
To examine the scientific evidence for global warming and climate change,
a good place to start is the IntergovernmentalPanelonClimateChange website at https://ipcc.ch
For Wiki readable introductions to the whole UN supported processes, see
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intergovernmental_Panel_on_Climate_Change
For Books—’The Uninhabitable Earth’ David Wallace-Wells (2019) & books by George Monbiot
5

some
prayer
suggestions

THE LORD’S PRAYER
When you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans,
for they think they will be heard because of their many
words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what
you need before you ask him. This, then, is how you
should pray:

(1) the prayer
recommended by
Jesus to his
disciples
[Luke 11;
these words
Matthew 6]
(2) a prayer for
peace.

“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.”
[NIV 1984; Matthew 6:7-13]

For thine is the kingdom the power and the glory. Amen.

A prayer for peace
Our Father, there are individuals with power in this world,
because you have made it that way,
As Jesus said to Pontius Pilate, “you would have no power over me
if it were not given to you from above.” [John 19:11]
Therefore we pray for all those with power in this world,
at all levels from the least to the most powerful;
those with political power;
those with military power; those with commercial power;
Help them all to see more clearly the path towards peace,
as they exercise their power.
The path of compassion, negotiation, peaceful co-existence,
compromise; recognising the power of words.
That conflict may reduce in this world,
and Thy Kingdom may come on earth as it is in Heaven.
In the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen.
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