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Many Churches

Who is my neighbour?
ESUS’ ANSWER IN THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN, is
whoever you might encounter in need, even when that person is
in a despised or out-group.

Does the current global context, with the whole planetary population
now inter-dependent if not yet fully inter-connected, extend the concept
of neighbour in any way?

One Purpose

For example, if one country emits some chemical in such quantities
that it negatively impacts the people in other countries around the
world; or equally relevant, if a virus with lethal effects pops up in one
country, and then spreads to other countries. In these examples, we
are impacting our neighbours in the global world. Shouldn’t we be
recognising and taking responsibility for the consequences on others?

The Churches of Newport Pagnell
St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
(including St Lukes, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

Does the planetary crisis of global warming introduce a global care for
our global neighbour? For more examples, you could ask the people
now struggling to live in Bangladesh, the Marshall Islands, the
Maldives, Eastern Australia, Puerto Rico, the flooded parts of the UK. Is
destroying their life-support systems a very neighbourly behaviour?

Should we be extending our idea of
who is our neighbour?

also
check CONTACTS for video and Zoom sessions

Articles of all sorts to the Editor

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
Regularly check for events and activities and find the Connections archive at

www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk
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Minister’s Letter
Living through a time of global warfare...

W

ITH SO MANY NATIONS SEVERELY AFFECTED by the
coronavirus , it is hardly surprising that the language of
global warfare against an invisible enemy has been used to
describe the pandemic. Medical and nursing staff have been said to be on
’the front line of the battle’, and ordinary people everywhere have been
called on by their leaders to do their bit and make a difference in the fight
to control the virus.
It was during an actual war—the Second World War—that the BBC invited the
medieval scholar and Christian writer C.S.Lewis to give a series of radio
talks. These came about because the head of religious broadcasting at the
time had been moved by a line written by Lewis in his 1940 book, The
Problem of Pain: ‘God whispers in our pleasures, speaks to us in our

conscience and shouts to us in our pain’.
According to a recent Com Res survey, 44% of Britons are now praying. A
third said that they had started to do so after the lockdown started because
they believed prayer would make a difference to their individual lives and
also to the life of the nation. It seems that prayer is an increasingly popular
search term on internet sites as people look online for resources and ideas
to help them to pray. A new ecumenical project was launched earlier in the
spring called PrayMK with the aim to encourage and support prayer in and
around Milton Keynes. Monthly videos on different themes have been
produced with supporting leaflets that can be downloaded from the link
http://praymk.com/
But what do we think happens when people pray or when they ask others to
pray for them? And just what do we mean by answered prayer? Standing at
169feet, the arch of the Eternal Wall will be visible from up to six miles
away. This striking new UK monument will be over twice the size of the
Angel of the North and be seen by people on 500,000 journeys each week.
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A prayer for peace
Our Father, there are individuals with power in this world,
because you have made it that way,
As Jesus said to Pontius Pilate, “you would have no power over me
if it were not given to you from above.” [John 19:11]
Therefore we pray for all those with power in this world,
at all levels from the least to the most powerful;
those with political power;
those with military power; those with commercial power;
Help them all to see more clearly the path towards peace,
as they exercise their power.
The path of compassion, negotiation, peaceful co-existence,
compromise; recognising the power of words.
That conflict may reduce in this world,
and Thy Kingdom may come on earth as it is in Heaven.
In the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen.

CTNP Holiday Club
Next Year
(Covid-19 conditions permitting)
planned for 9th-12th August 2021
Lovat Hall,
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church
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This imaginative, interactive landmark to be built on the outskirts of
Birmingham will be crowd funded and opened in 2022. In the shape of a
Möbius strip, a surface without beginning or end, each of the million bricks
will represent an answer to prayer which has been shared by individuals in
this country and around the world. So far 24,794 prayers have been
submitted. To find out more, take part or donate, take a look at
https://www.eternalwall.org.uk/

The Newport Pagnell Emergency Help
Scheme (EHS)

currently
SUSPENDED
because of Covid-19/Coronavirus

For some people answered prayer means they were rescued, or healed or
fed in an unlooked for way when they were desperate. But is that always
what it means? Is God like an online grocer who receives our order and
then makes a delivery on a day and time that suits us? Sometimes; but
others will tell you that they waited a long time for the answer to their
prayer, or that they discovered that God’s ways are not like ours and the
answer they got, while not what they asked for, turned out in the end to be
the right answer.

it is impossible
to maintain safe distancing
in a car

Christians believe in a God who is relational. That
means, while God knows the needs of people,
prayer has been ordained as the way of making
needs known to God. God knows much more about
the joys and sorrows of humanity that any of us
could ever do, but longs to hear our prayer as an
expression of ours and others’ needs. The tragedy of
the pandemic has made us pause and look for hope
as people did during the Second World War. Lewis
said, ‘God shouts to us in our pain’ or maybe it has taken the threat of
global warfare to make us stop and listen.

a God
who is
relational

Time is running out...
...to find an editor
to continue the production
of this monthly CTNP newsletter
Connections.
Source acknowledged:

pinclipart.com
If you would like
to see the publication of this newsletter continue

Please Contact
Neville Watson nevillefromnp@gmail.com
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If you are interested to find out more about prayer, you would be very
welcome at Newport Pagnell Methodist Church or one of the other
churches in the town.
May God bless you!
Revd Nicola Martyn-Beck,
Minister of Newport Pagnell Methodist Church
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Global warming—Climate change—Living sustainably

F

Newport Pagnell
Covid-19 Response Group

Is there a place for God in all this?

Local volunteers helping Newport Pagnell residents

OR THE FIRST 200 YEARS OF THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION, the
atmospheric balance remained roughly at pre-industrial levels. In
general terms, all that has changed since the end of the second
world war (1945). There is now a massive (in geological terms) increased
level of carbon in the atmosphere, with the serious consequence of rising
temperatures. In the rush to the exits to deny this is happening at all, or to
minimise its significance, there is one blindingly obvious observation.
Those adults whose decisions have created this planetary crisis, are those
alive or born between say 1945 and 1975. That includes this writer and, I
suspect, many of those reading this. Our individual impacts are of course
very variable, but the overall observation remains: we, our generation, the
politicians, industrialists, financiers and bankers of our generation are
those whose decisions and actions have set the planet on this now
unstoppable change.

So, never mind the blame. What is going to happen now? Who is going to
deal with this? Those generations born since 1975, alive now, are the
ones who must act now if we are to mitigate future damage. The
decisions and actions taken now will decide how horrendous the next 200
years will be. The important point is that the future is not cast in stone. It
depends on decisions and actions great and small to be made by the
current generations. That still includes you and me.
Even if we stopped putting any more carbon in the atmosphere tomorrow,
processes with positive feedback loops are already in operation, which
cannot now be stopped. The planetary average temperature will rise. Most
aspects of life will degrade.
The only issue is how far they are allowed to progress; the timescale runs
to centuries, but serious action must be taken in the next decades. Any
temperature rise is bad news—the bigger the worse. There is now, no going
back to the comfortable environment we all grew up in. As an example of a
secondary consequence: for every degree rise in temperature, grain
agricultural productivity decreases by about 10%. More discomfort, less
food.
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N

ewport Pagnell Covid-19 Response Group is an
umbrella group of around 60 local volunteers who
are helping the elderly, vulnerable and isolated in
Newport Pagnell during the current pandemic
emergency.

Operating in clusters, on a street-by-street basis across
the town, to bring together volunteers, the medical
centre, pharmacies, the town council, local churches and
the Newport Pagnell General Chit-Chat Facebook group,
to help the community during the pandemic.



www.npcovid19.org
—joint the Facebook group, contact the Town

Council on 01908 618756, or email npresponse@hotmail.com


—see the flyer here on page-5, or one may

have already been pushed through your letter-box


find the group at Newport Pagnell Covid-19 Response

Covid-19/Coronavirus—a short reminder







(to complement anything else you may have heard)
Wash hands thoroughly with soap/use hand-sanitizer
Wear a mask, when inside with others, or in groups
Keep your distance from others, especially in big groups
Minimise touching surfaces, and never the face
(virus lifetime on aluminium and plastic more than 1 day)
Beware of asymptomatic carriers (only a test will show this)
Listen to medical experts
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Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Teapot
and Sing
SUSPENDED
Until further notice
Because of Covid-19/Coronavirus
FOOD BANK XTRA—FOOD BANK XTRA
New collection for Food Bank donations in front of the URC,
or a pick-up can be arranged .

Find details at https://www.npcovid19.org/

I started thinking this piece would be about pandemics, but pandemics
are just an early side-show to the main crisis. The only problem with
pandemics is that more are expected, and the danger is that one will popup which is both readily infectious and much more lethal than covid-19.
For example, ebola was not so infectious, but had a kill rate of 70-90%.
If you think this planetary crisis of global warming has nothing to do with
care for your neighbour, just ask the people now struggling to live in
Bangladesh, the Marshall Islands, the Maldives, California, Eastern
Australia, Puerto Rico, the flooded parts of the UK, to name just a few
places. You are not much good to your neighbour, if you, we, destroy all
the life-support systems of that neighbour.

S

o why speak out about this? For sure the big changes urgently
needed must be taken through decisions by global corporations
and government policies. But what about the rest of us? My take is
not to throw up our hands, be indifferent, do nothing, and think that we
are powerless, and so abdicate responsibility. My take is that there are
very many things, great and small, which each one of us can do, which can
make a small difference, and add to the critical mass of action; whether
an activist or not.
You might say, ‘Where is God in all this?’ My take is that, as children of
God, we all have God-given decision-making responsibilities. God expects
us to use them; to look after, be compassionate about, be loving of, all
aspects of our home, and all in it.
It was Jesus who commended, ‘Thy kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven’,
and it was Jesus who showed in his life, how to decide and act to bring
God’s love and compassion into this world.

If you would like to



contribute a short article of comment or
testimony
join in discussions about how to communicate about
CTNP

Contact Neville Watson

nevillefromnp@gmail.com
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There are some big decisions to be taken, and they need to be taken
SOON. The future is getting worse with each day of serious inaction. Even
2 degrees rise by 2050 is no return to a 1950s comfortable environment.
a version of this text was read at October’s CTNP Forum –Ed

THE BACKGROUND FACTS
To examine the scientific evidence for global warming and climate change,
a good place to start is the IntergovernmentalPanelonClimateChange website at https://ipcc.ch
For Wiki readable introductions to the whole UN supported processes, see
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intergovernmental_Panel_on_Climate_Change
For Books—’The Uninhabitable Earth’ David Wallace-Wells (2019) & books by George Monbiot
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World War I — Armistice remembrance

T

HE GREAT WAR, later
renamed World War I, was
thought to be a ‘war to end all
wars’. But after four years of killing,
‘it would [definitely not be] all over
by Christmas’.
This war introduced the machinegun, new industrial age killing
technology. Firing not one bullet,
but a rain of bullets. In the presentday US, of course, anyone can pick up an
automatic weapon at any gun-shop.

World War I cemetery
created by wirestock—www.freepic.com

Estimates for
Deaths (military)
Allied military
6 million
It’s difficult to imagine now that this war started
Central powers 4 million
Disease
2 million
with horse-drawn power. Many horses died or
were killed in the conflict (as remembered by the MissingInAction 6 million
Deaths (civilian)
stage show, ‘War Horse’). By the end, chemical
6-13 million
weapons and the first motorised tanks were
Wounded
23 million

added to the armoury.

World War I casualties (Wikipedia)

Remembrance includes the carnage, the killing, the deaths, the
consequences for the bereaved survivors.
But at this distance of over 100 years, it can also include reflection on the
diplomatic and personal failures to contain the initial event. There were
many interests in play, and it might have turned out quite differently (John
Lewis Gaddis, On Grand Strategy, 2018; R.T.Howard, Warmongers, 2019).
The post war Versaille settlement was yet another diplomatic challenge.

Poppy Field (Chollerford) by wazimu0—licensed with CC BY 2.0
to view this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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