Connections

CTNP
Churches Together

July 2020

www.ctnp.org.uk

Churches TOGETHER in Newport Pagnell

in Newport Pagnell

Is the Bible for photo ops
or to read and understand?

T

Many Churches
One Purpose

HE BIBLE IS A COLLECTION OF MANY BOOKS, compiled or
written at different times and in a variety of styles. The original
languages are Hebrew, Greek and a little Aramaic.

For many centuries, Western Christendom used a Latin translation,
only understood by a select few. Then with Luther in Germany, and
William Tyndale in England, translations to be understood by all were
begun. The idea was so radical that Tyndale paid for it with his life,
hunted down in exile in Belgium, imprisoned, and burned at the stake.

The Churches of Newport Pagnell
St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
(including St Lukes, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

It is easy to take an English translation for granted, and not be
mindful of the early resistance and costs. There are many ways to
approach reading and making sense of the texts. New (2019) books to
help include: “What are biblical values?” by academic John Collins, and
“What do we do with the bible?” by Franciscan priest Richard Rohr.

...Is it a work in progress, to understand the Bible?

also
check CONTACTS for video and Zoom sessions

Articles of all sorts to the Editor

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
Regularly check for events and activities and find the Connections archive at

www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk
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No-longer coming this August,
but now planned for next August (2021)

Minister’s Letter
Some positives arising from lockdown

O

NE OF THE REAL BLESSINGS DURING THE LOCKDOWN has
been the beautiful weather we had. This greatly encourages
many people to go out to do their daily exercise in the fresh

air, mainly in the form of walking, running or cycling. I also joined with the
exercises, either going for walks with my wife Wendy or cycling.

CTNP Holiday Club
regretfully

cancelled for this year
because of
Covid-19 related uncertainties
details of summer online club alternatives
will be posted on www.ctnp.org.uk

Whilst I gather that the walks in and around the villages were pretty quiet,
the number of people on some parts of the Redway in Milton Keynes was
impressive. Especially the Old Railway Line between Newport Pagnell and
Wolverton, which is my favourite section of the Redway, became very busy
with walkers. It was great to see so many people, especially families with

Next Year

young children, on this normally deserted path. But it did make cycling

(Covid-19 conditions permitting)

difficult and for some weeks I was forced to avoid this part of the MK

planned for 9th-12th August 2021

cycleway network completely. This was no great hardship as there are many

alternative routes, which were less busy.

Lovat Hall,
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church

Hopefully, people will continue to make good use of the excellent Redway
cycle paths of Milton Keynes when things return to normal (or at least to
some form of normality). This shows just one aspect where lockdown had a
positive effect, apart from all the many bad ones.
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The Newport Pagnell Emergency Help
Scheme (EHS)

currently
SUSPENDED
because of Covid-19/Coronavirus

Other great things to see during the coronavirus crisis were the love and
kindness shown to others. It was also lovely to see people being

it is impossible
to maintain safe distancing
in a car

considerate and friendly and so incredibly creative. My hope and prayer is
that these positives will continue as the lockdown is eased and life
gradually becomes more normal.
And I also have this hope that more people will see the need for God in

their lives. He is the same as he always was,
before, during, and after the coronavirus crisis.
He is ready for us; all we need to do is turn to
him.
Deacon Klaus Reidel,

If you would like to




St Bede’s Catholic Church.

contribute a short article of comment or testimony
join in discussions about how to communicate about
CTNP
assist with production of Connections.

Contact Neville Watson

nevillefromnp@gmail.com
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Newport Pagnell
Covid-19 Response Group
Local volunteers helping Newport Pagnell residents

N

ewport Pagnell Covid-19 Response Group is an
umbrella group of around 60 local volunteers who
are helping the elderly, vulnerable and isolated in
Newport Pagnell during the current pandemic
emergency.

Operating in clusters, on a street-by-street basis across
the town, to bring together volunteers, the medical
centre, pharmacies, the town council, local churches and
the Newport Pagnell General Chit-Chat Facebook group,
to help the community during the pandemic.



www.npcovid19.org
—joint the Facebook group, contact the Town

Council on 01908 618756, or email npresponse@hotmail.com


—see the flyer here on page-5, or one may

have already been pushed through your letter-box


find the group at Newport Pagnell Covid-19 Response

Covid-19/Coronavirus—a short reminder
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Simulating part of
the Santiago de Compostela pilgrimage route
as a sponsored walk for Christian Aid

n the absence of house-to-house collections for Christian Aid this year,
Ruth Tompsett of the URC created her own fundraising effort. She
walked a virtual Camino during Christian Aid week in May with the aim
of raising funds through sponsorship, as we cannot have the envelope
collection this year. The walking was her daily permitted exercise during
the lockdown.
Ruth walked 75 miles in 10 days, in Newport Pagnell, NE Milton Keynes,
Chicheley, Sherington, Tyringham and Lathbury. The reason for this
distance is that the Cathedral of Santiago authorities require pilgrims to
walk a minimum of 100km to gain their Compostela (certificate). “I have
mapped out the Camino route (see map on page 8) so I will know where I
am on it each day. I set out early each day as I would on the Camino and
took my scallop shell: I missed the opportunity to meet with other pilgrims
on the route, and the frequent cafes that are found along it!”
Although aiming to raise £1,000, already £1600 including gift-aid has
gone to Christian Aid. Ruth’s fundraising page (if still active) is
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ruth-tompsett
Money donated does directly to Christian Aid.
See updates on the walk at the URC Newport Pagnell Facebook page.
Ruth said, “I’d like to thank everyone who made a donation; many were
anonymous so I can’t thank them personally.
Coming under the archway to the URC at the end could be compared to
arriving in the Cathedral Square in Santiago; and there was even a
welcome committee and a photographer!”

(to complement anything else you may have heard)
Minimise touching surfaces, and never the face
(virus lifetime on aluminium and plastic more than 1 day)
Keep your distance
Thorough washing hands with soap
Wear a mask, when inside with others, or in groups
Beware of asymptomatic carriers (only a test will show this)
Listen to medical experts

Ruth setting
out in 2020,
with her
scallop shell
and Camino
guidebook

Completion of the walk at the URC
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CAMINO FRANCES ROUTE: SARRIA TO SANTIAGO – FINAL 100km

For my Virtual Camino for Christian Aid this May 2020, I walked the
Camino distance on footpaths from home in Newport Pagnell in 10 days.
I kept a record of where I would be on the actual Camino as I walked it in
2019.
The following map shows this section of the Camino Frances route, and the
second map below shows the whole route across northern Spain.

CAMINO FRANCES – THE WHOLE ROUTE
I walked Saint Jean Pied-de-Port to Leon in
September 2018 and then Leon to Santiago
in May 2019.

Total distance 500 miles ( 800 km)
This is shown on the map above.

Ruth in Cathedral Square Santiago after
completing her pilgrimage in May 2019
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CTNP FORUM

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

the annual public meeting of

Teapot
and Sing

Churches Together in Newport Pagnell
This event had been planned for 18h June,
but in the light of the lockdown, it is currently scheduled for

Thursday 15th October, 7.30pm
at the Newport Pagnell Methodist Church (on the High Street)

SUSPENDED
Until further notice
Because of Covid-19/Coronavirus

Giant games
available from
Linda & Geoff Morris
Telephone: 01908 617050

Connect4

Snakes & ladders
Jenga
 Free for church events
 A small donation requested for private events
 No charge, if without income during lockdown
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FOOD BANK XTRA—FOOD BANK XTRA
New collection for Food Bank donations in front of the URC,
or a pick-up can be arranged .

Find details at https://www.npcovid19.org/
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