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What are you doing
with your mind?
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Many Churches
One Purpose

t might seem too obvious to point out, but any action is the result
of some previous thoughts in mind. We don’t do anything without
some mental process first taking place in our minds, in our brains.

In our minds there are many contexts; groups of thoughts; some
consciously accessible. A short-hand for referring to some of them are
words like ideology, belief system, ideals, vision, myth, mind-set,
prejudice, fantasy, socialism, communism, neo-liberalism, any-ism.

The Churches of Newport Pagnell
St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
(including St Lukes, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

We have control over at least some of our mental content, so it’s
important to be aware of that content, and the consequences in action.
A concern reflected in Philippians
“in your relationships with one another,
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.”
[Phil 2:5 NIV(2011)]

...how close are the things in your mind
to the mindset of Christ Jesus?

also
check CONTACTS for video and Zoom sessions

Articles of all sorts to the Editor

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
Regularly check for events and activities and find the Connections archive at

www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk
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Coming in August

Minister’s Letter

Something to look forward to…
(Covid-19 conditions permitting)

A Brave New World...

I

CTNP Holiday Club

T IS NEARLY SEVENTY YEARS since the English author Aldous Huexley
wrote his dystopian novel of a future where society had become a
feature of the past, and individual identity no longer mattered.
He wrote in response to events surrounding the Depression in 1931 and
created a world of mass production, predictability, disposable goods and
people. While it received praise, his work was censored and pilloried by
many in authority; maybe he went too close to the bone.
As I write this, we are still in the middle of the restrictions imposed by those
managing the Covid-19 virus in their attempts to slow the spread of this
infection. Amidst the calls planning our way out of lockdown, some
commentators are beginning to wonder about the ways that the postpandemic world will look different from pre-virus days. Will this experience
of restriction and enforced social isolation affect our future behaviours or
values? Over the past weeks, we have stood outside our front doors on
Thursday evenings to applaud the carers, supermarket workers, refuse
collectors, and lorry drivers. These men and women have often been
invisible in a society that seemed fixated on celebrities and the powerful,
but they are now being recognised as the glue holding us together.

In these days of crisis, there has also been growng recognition of the
connectedness of the world and the countries occupying the planet. In other
words, if one country has the virus, we all have the virus. We are learning
that we all need to work together to identify and produce a vaccine if we are
to emerge from this crisis and resume some sort of normality again. Every
part of the world matters not just the richer countries.
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Lovat Hall,
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church

Monday 10th August—Thursday 13th August
10am to 12.30pm each day

T

his year, the application process for
children and young people, and for
volunteers, will be online.
We shall shortly be emailing those who
volunteered last year.

Anyone who hasn’t received an
invitation by the end of June, but would
like to take part, should find the
relevant link at www.ctnp.org.uk
This year’s theme is “On Your Marks”.
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The Newport Pagnell Emergency Help
Scheme (EHS)

currently
SUSPENDED
because of Covid-19/Coronavirus
it is impossible
to maintain safe distancing
in a car

If you would like to




contribute a short article of comment or testimony
join in discussions about how to communicate about
CTNP
assist with production of Connections.

Contact Neville Watson

nevillefromnp@gmail.com
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May it be that in our post-pandemic world long established injustices may
be righted? Already there is news that richer nations have agreed to
cancel debts of poorer countries, and there is growing recognition that the
greatest injustice facing the world is the climate crisis, whose costs are
being met not by those who have profited from the resources of the world,
but by those who have gained the least.
Aldous Huxley felt strongly that his post-Depression society was in need of
stability if people were to survive the crisis. As we move towards a postvirus society there is growing awareness that we need to reorder our lives
and our priorities. One of the biggest challenges we face is the seeming
addiction to limitless growth which underpins many of our social
structures, and indeed our economic assumptions. On a planet of finite
resources, an attitude of infinite economic growth always leaves someone
paying the cost, often the most vulnerable.
Jesus Christ came to show that it was possible to live differently; he came
to pattern a relationship between humanity and God; he came to model a
way of life of justice and kindness and humility; and he came that all
might have life and have it more abundantly. Although the churches in
Newport Pagnell may still be closed, you can find more about the Christian
faith by visiting the Churches Together website at www.ctnp.org.uk

May God bless you!
Revd Nicola Martyn-Beck,
Minister of Newport Pagnell Methodist Church.

3

Newport Pagnell
Covid-19 Response Group
Local volunteers helping Newport Pagnell residents

N

ewport Pagnell Covid-19 Response Group is an
umbrella group of around 60 local volunteers who
are helping the elderly, vulnerable and isolated in
Newport Pagnell during the current pandemic
emergency.

Operating in clusters, on a street-by-street basis across
the town, to bring together volunteers, the medical
centre, pharmacies, the town council, local churches and
the Newport Pagnell General Chit-Chat Facebook group,
to help the community during the pandemic.



www.npcovid19.org
—joint the Facebook group, contact the Town

Council on 01908 618756, or email npresponse@hotmail.com


—see the flyer here on page-5, or one may

have already been pushed through your letter-box


find the group at Newport Pagnell Covid-19 Response

Covid-19/Coronavirus—a short reminder
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Simulating part of
the Santiago de Compostela pilgrimage route
as a sponsored walk for Christian Aid

n the absence of house-to-house collections for Christian Aid this year,
Ruth Tompsett of the URC created her own fundraising effort. She
walked a virtual Camino during Christian Aid week in May with the aim
of raising funds through sponsorship, as we cannot have the envelope
collection this year. The walking was her daily permitted exercise during
the lockdown.
Ruth walked 75 miles in 10 days, in Newport Pagnell, NE Milton Keynes,
Chicheley, Sherington, Tyringham and Lathbury. The reason for this
distance is that the Cathedral of Santiago authorities require pilgrims to
walk a minimum of 100km to gain their Compostela (certificate). “I have
mapped out the Camino route (see map on page 8) so I will know where I
am on it each day. I set out early each day as I would on the Camino and
took my scallop shell: I missed the opportunity to meet with other pilgrims
on the route, and the frequent cafes that are found along it!”
Although aiming to raise £1,000, already £1600 including gift-aid has
gone to Christian Aid. Ruth’s fundraising page (if still active) is
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ruth-tompsett
Money donated does directly to Christian Aid.
See updates on the walk at the URC Newport Pagnell Facebook page.
Ruth said, “I’d like to thank everyone who made a donation; many were
anonymous so I can’t thank them personally.
Coming under the archway to the URC at the end could be compared to
arriving in the Cathedral Square in Santiago; and there was even a
welcome committee and a photographer!”

(whether you have to go out or are self-quarantining, and
to complement anything else you may have heard)
Minimise touching surfaces, and never the face
Keep your distance
Thorough washing hands with soap
Cover coughing and sneezing
Call 111 with symptoms
Listen to medical experts

Ruth setting
out in 2020,
with her
scallop shell
and Camino
guidebook

Completion of the walk at the URC
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CAMINO FRANCES ROUTE: SARRIA TO SANTIAGO – FINAL 100km

For my Virtual Camino for Christian Aid this May 2020, I walked the
Camino distance on footpaths from home in Newport Pagnell in 10 days.
I kept a record of where I would be on the actual Camino as I walked it in
2019.
The following map shows this section of the Camino Frances route, and the
second map below shows the whole route across northern Spain.

CAMINO FRANCES – THE WHOLE ROUTE
I walked Saint Jean Pied-de-Port to Leon in
September 2018 and then Leon to Santiago
in May 2019.

Total distance 500 miles ( 800 km)
This is shown on the map above.

Ruth in Cathedral Square Santiago after
completing her pilgrimage in May 2019
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CTNP FORUM

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

the annual public meeting of

Teapot
and Sing

Churches Together in Newport Pagnell
This event had been planned for 18h June,
but in the light of the lockdown, it is currently scheduled for

Thursday 15th October, 7.30pm
at the Newport Pagnell Methodist Church (on the High Street)

SUSPENDED

FOOD BANK XTRA—FOOD BANK XTRA

Until further notice
Because of Covid-19/Coronavirus

New collection for Food Bank donations in front of the URC,
or a pick-up can be arranged .

Find details at https://www.npcovid19.org/
Giant games
available from
Linda & Geoff Morris
Telephone: 01908 617050

Connect4

A NOTE

Snakes & ladders
Jenga
 Free for church events
 A small donation requested for private events
 No charge, if without income during lockdown
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Several lunches were held before the series had to be cancelled because
of Covid-19/Coronavirus.
Through those lunches which were held, some money and donations were
collected, and a total amount of £855 sent to Christian Aid.

So a very big thank-you
to everyone who was able to participate this year.
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