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Do you hang together
in the name of Jesus?

Many Churches

“

must indeed, all hang together,

or most assuredly we shall all hang separately.” [attr. BenjaminFranklin]

One Purpose

Said in a different time, but graphically making the point, ‘better to work
together’. This seems to be a pertinent reminder in the present
pandemic, at both the national political and personal levels.
At the moment not much of this seems to be happening at an
international level. However at the self-organizing personal level,
examples are springing up around the world [George Monbiot 31Mar20]
and in NP, there is the Newport Pagnell Covid-19 Response Group.
So for those things you are doing, even in lockdown...
“whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” [NIV Co 3:17]

The Churches of Newport Pagnell
St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
(including St Lukes, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

We

...do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus
(ἐν ὀνόματι κυρίου Ἰησοῦ)
Articles of all sorts to the Editor

Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
Regularly check for events and activities and find the Connections archive at

www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk
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Coming in August

Minister’s Letter

B

Something to look forward to…
(Covid-19 conditions permitting)

Body and Soul Health

Y THE TIME YOU READ THIS, I hope that the Coronavirus will be
on the wane. One thing the disease has done is provide the
opportunity to face our own mortality, because of the risk that we
may be one of those who die from the disease symptoms.
Historically, in the West, people didn’t generally live as long as we do today
due to poverty and diseases from which there was no cure. Apparently, at
the end of Victoria’s reign, life expectancy was somewhere in the 40s, so
folk were mindful of how short life was for them. In Newport Pagnell there
are, I am told, several hundred bodies of all ages buried beneath Bury
Common. They died from the Black Death plague which killed 30–60% of
the population of 14th century Europe. Death was never far away from our
ancestors.
Therefore historically, people attended funerals on a regular basis, so there
was a greater urgency to find out if there was a God, and what this God was
like, before some disease struck them down. They didn’t have the luxury of
waiting until retirement before considering religious questions. Eventually,
we are all going to stand before God at whatever age we die.

CTNP Holiday Club
Lovat Hall,
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church

Monday 10th August—Thursday 13th August

T

10am to 12.30pm each day
his year, the application process for children and
young people, and for volunteers, will be online.

We shall shortly be emailing those who attended or
volunteered last year.

Anyone who hasn’t received an invitation by the
end of April, but would like to take part, should find
the relevant link at www.ctnp.org.uk
This year’s theme is “On Your Marks”.

Thankfully, the benefit of modern science extends out lives. However, we
still have to ask ourselves the questions, ‘What am I doing here?’ ‘Is there a
God?’ and ‘How do I get to encounter Him?’
Easter reveals a resurrection of the body and soul. This resurrection can
start now as we engage with a search of God’s love and a relationship with
Him. We don’t have to wait until we die for new life to begin to happen!
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The Newport Pagnell Emergency Help
Scheme (EHS)

currently
SUSPENDED
because of Covid-19/Coronavirus
it is impossible
to maintain safe distancing
in a car

Look for signs of the resurrection around us such as the testimony of
ordinary people who have encountered the living God. They have
responded to the proclamation that God loves them; some may have
experienced God’s healing power in their emotional lives; others by
receiving God’s healing in their bodies.
So never be tempted to slip into cynicism and disillusionment by believing
the old lie that pain and suffering lasts forever. If you live as if it does,
then you miss out on the truth about God. If you live your life as if the
resurrection of Jesus is true, then you actually discover that it is true.
Remember that in science you rightly have to experience to believe but
with Christianity you have to believe to experience!
During these times we thank God for science and medics who promote
physical health, but let’s examine our spiritual health too. Physical health
is important but our current bodies won’t last forever. Our relationship
with God does—so seek spiritual renewal too during this season. Whatever
happens to us physically, God made us body and
soul, and both are vitally important and need
healthy healing and feeding!

If you would like to




contribute a short article of comment or testimony
join in discussions about how to communicate about
CTNP
assist with production of Connections.

Revd Nick Evans,
Rector of Newport Pagnell Benefice.

Contact Neville Watson

nevillefromnp@gmail.com
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Newport Pagnell
Covid-19 Response Group
Local volunteers helping Newport Pagnell residents

N

ewport Pagnell Covid-19 Response Group is an
umbrella group of around 60 local volunteers who
are helping the elderly, vulnerable and isolated in
Newport Pagnell during the current pandemic
emergency.

Operating in clusters, on a street-by-street basis across
the town, to bring together volunteers, the medical
centre, pharmacies, the town council, local churches and
the Newport Pagnell General Chit-Chat Facebook group,
to help the community during the pandemic.



www.npcovid19.org
—joint the Facebook group, contact the Town

Council on 01908 618756, or email npresponse@hotmail.com


—see the flyer here on page-5, or one may

have already been pushed through your letter-box


find the group at Newport Pagnell Covid-19 Response

Covid-19/Coronavirus—a short reminder







(whether you have to go out or are self-quarantining, and
to complement anything else you may have heard)
Minimise touching surfaces, and never the face
Keep your distance
Thorough washing hands with soap
Cover coughing and sneezing
Call 111 with symptoms
Listen to medical experts
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So for Easter, what’s the bottom line?

H

AVE YOU EVER been or felt let down
in a big way? This must have been how

Jesus’ disciples felt on Good Friday when
Jesus was gone, killed, and they had fears for their
own lives. And then completely inexplicably, three
days later Jesus appeared to them, and over the
next forty days to many others as well; not as a
phantom, but a body who could be touched and
who cooked and ate fish with them on the beach.
After that Jesus was not seen again, but his disciples
had been transformed. Their renewed conviction of
what Jesus had said and done in his life with them is
the reason we know His story today. For them and
for us, Jesus continues to be alive now.
The events of Easter, Ascension and Pentecost bring into full
unavoidable public light the mystery which is at the heart of the story of
Jesus; it could be experienced, but was inexplicable in any earthly,
rational way; and is not understandable in a scientific way now.
Jesus didn’t teach intellectual theories or a philosophy. He showed a
way of living in communion with a loving God.
His teaching was “do likewise”.
That Jesus died, subsequently rose from the
dead, and then, as the Bible says, “sits at the
right-hand of God” and is alive for us now, is
an inexplicable mystery. It cannot be
understood rationally, but can be accepted
on faith, faith in Jesus and a loving God. That
faith is then strengthened by the direct
personal experiences that follow in prayer, in
learning about Jesus’ life, and being guided
in the actions of daily life.

Wikipedia Public Domain

And that’s the bottom line
Have faith and do likewise!
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Christian Aid Week
(10th May—16th May)
changed because of Covid-19

U

sually Christian Aid receives most of its income during
Christian Aid Week. This year everything is very
different. There will be no house to house collections, church
collections or the many different and imaginative things
undertaken to raise funds. However the need is just as great.
In times of crisis, like a pandemic, it is the poorest and most
vulnerable who are at greatest risk. In the countries where
Christian Aid works, those infected with the virus will not
have good healthcare and many will not even have access to
clean water to wash their hands.

Covid-19 impacts us all, but love unites us all. At

ChristianAid.org.uk/pray
there are prayers and
an opportunity to donate to the work of Christian Aid.
PLEASE DO ALL YOU CAN to support the poorest of the poor
this Christian Aid Week
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EASTER (5th April—31st May)

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Teapot
and Sing

Milestones in the full Easter story of Jesus


Palm Sunday (5th April) — Jesus’ arrival into Jerusalem on a
donkey, cheered on by the crowd, who later turned against him



Good Friday (10th April) — the crucifixion, after a show-trial
before first Jewish religious leaders, then the Roman governor
Pontius Pilate



Easter Sunday (12th April) — the empty tomb discovered, and
the risen Christ revealed (ὁ Χριστος — the Messiah)



Ascension (Thursday 21st May) — the last of many

SUSPENDED
Until further notice
Because of Covid-19/Coronavirus

appearances of Jesus as the risen Christ after Easter Sunday


Pentecost (31st May) — the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit on a
mixed crowd coming from around the Roman Empire

Easter is not just about the crucifixion

Flower Festival
Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
High Street, Newport Pagnell

Saturday 23rd May—Monday 25th May

A NOTE
Several lunches were held before the series had to be cancelled because
of Covid-19/Coronavirus.
Through those lunches which were held, some money and donations were
collected, and a total amount of £855 sent to Christian Aid.

Refreshments including scrumptious cakes and biscuits

So a very big thank-you
to everyone who was able to participate this year.
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