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What does it mean that
Jesus is the truth?

W

Many Churches
One Purpose

hen Jesus was standing before Pontius Pilate, just before
he was condemned to a painful death, he replied to Pilate,
“the reason I...came into the world is to testify to the truth.”

to which Pilate rhetorically exclaimed, “What is truth?” [NIV John 18:37-38]
(Does this remind you of the reactions of any politicians today?)

Could this truth be something you encounter and experience? The men
about to stone the alleged adulteress (in John 8:3-11) collided with the
truth of Jesus when he challenged them saying, “Let...you who is

The Churches of Newport Pagnell

without sin be the first to throw a stone.” They were mentally confronted.

St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
(including St Lukes, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

As Jesus also said, “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
[NIV Matthew 25:40]

Look out for your next encounter with the truth of Jesus
in whoever you meet in the coming days
Articles of all sorts to the Editor

Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
Regularly check for events and activities and find the Connections archive at

www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk
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Coming in August

Minister’s Letter

T

Something positive
to look forward to...

Crunch

here is very little worse than the sound of scraping metal,
especially when it involves your near new car and a concrete pillar.
It was a Monday lunchtime and, after a productive morning, I raced to my
car to make sure I wouldn’t miss the train I was scheduled to catch not long
after. Key in the ignition; car into reverse; press down on the accelerator
and turn the steering wheel to the left; and crunch.
It wasn’t the first time I’ve wished that life came with a ‘rewind’ button.
After holding my head in my hands for a few seconds, I pulled forward and
summoned the courage to step out of the car and inspect the driver’s door.
What I saw wasn’t pretty although, if I’m honest, the greatest damage was
to my own pride. Damage that I’ve been reminded of, every time afterwards
that I’ve got into the car.
I know that, for many of us, our lives can be like that car door. We carry the
scars of the mistakes we’ve made, or of the hurt that’s been caused. And
those scars remind us day in, day out, that we’re not the person we’d want
to be.

CTNP Holiday Club
Lovat Hall,
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church

Monday 10th August—Thursday 13th August
10am to 12.30pm each day

R

ecruitment of a team of volunteers to run the club
will be starting soon.

This year’s theme is “On Your Marks”.

If you are interested in helping, please keep an
eye on the CTNP website www.ctnp.org.uk for when
more information becomes available.

At Easter, I am always grateful for the reminder that I don’t need to carry the
guilt of the mistakes I’ve made.

I can say this because Easter reminds me of the moment when the God who
created me and loves me, sent his son Jesus to give his life for mine. Yes, it
happened almost 2000 year ago. Yes, the world we live in today might feel
very different. But the death of Jesus on the cross, and him being raised to
life three days later, offers me strength for today, and a hope that lasts
forever.
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The Newport Pagnell Emergency Help
Scheme (EHS)

needs volunteers
We urgently need new volunteer drivers—all you
need is a car, a phone, and a little time to spare.
Our passengers are Newport Pagnell residents,
usually older folk attending medical appointments,
who do not have access to their own transport.
We urgently need a new telephone co-ordinator—
to work from home, using
their phone, or email, to
arrange journeys for
passengers.

To volunteer
please call John Gordon
on 01908 612060
or email jandagordon@yahoo.co.uk

To use EHS
you need to live
in Newport
Pagnell;
then call one of
the following
co-ordinators:
Jenny
01908 616718
Alison
01908 615131
David
01908 612816

This incredible gift—one that I’ll never fully understand—wipes out all the
mistakes I’ve made; removes all the dents, and scrapes and scars I would
otherwise carry; and enables me to live my life wirh purpose and hope,
free to be the person that I was created to be.
We might be tempted to think of it like an insurance policy—all I have to do
is go to church and I get all that?! The trouble with this analogy is that I
know full well my insurance premiums will go up next year, because of the
repairs required to that dented door. I’ll pay for it somewhere.
The difference with the forgiveness offered in a relationship with Jesus, is
that it comes at no cost to us. It is a free gift from a Father God who loves
us. No reminders. No hefty premium to pay next year.
The difference is love. We don’t deserve to see our mistakes wiped out.
But God’s incredible love for us—demonstrated by the death of his son
Jesus on the cross—means we get a chance to start over again, and again;
without the small print
Revd Steve Wood,
Minister of Newport Pagnell Baptist Church,

If you would like to




contribute a short article of comment or testimony
join in discussions about how to communicate about
CTNP
assist with production of Connections.

Contact Neville Watson

nevillefromnp@gmail.com
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Coming in May

Flower Festival
Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
High Street, Newport Pagnell

Saturday 23rd May—Monday 25th May
Refreshments including scrumptious cakes and biscuits

T

he theme is children’s books, with a fun
element for children, where they will be
invited to find items hidden in the arrangements.
The books include those for the very young,
those for the young at heart, some old favourites,
and a modern selection.

Would you like to contribute?
If you could offer a cake for one of the Festival days; have an idea for an
arrangement; or would like to represent your organisation...
Please contact:
Lynda Evans 01908-617713
Jennifer Mazzone 01908-613088
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lynda.evans01@gmail.com
jennifermazzone@hotmail.com
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Coming in May
Covid-19/Coronavirus—a short reminder


Collection for Christian Aid Week
(10th May—16th May)



request for help



T

his year’s appeal is to support those who need help to survive
droughts. Droughts are now more frequent and more intense
due to climate change. More information at





(whether you have to go out or are self-quarantining, and
to complement anything else you may have heard)
Minimise touching surfaces, and never the face
Keep your distance
Thorough washing hands with soap
Cover coughing and sneezing
Call 111 with symptoms
Listen to medical experts

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Teapot
and Sing

ChristianAid.org.uk

There will be a house to house collection, first
delivering envelopes, and then collecting them during
Christian Aid week. Last year this method raised just
over £1900.

To help, contact Pat 01908 610837 or Jenny 07703 485017
Plwase be prepared to commit to a street or road, where you deliver
the envelopes and return to collect. For all the advice, support,

Meeting on
Monday 96th April 2020
2.00 to 3.00pm

words to say, and a massive thank-you, call the contacts.

Come and join us to sing a few well known favourite
hymns whilst enjoying a cup of tea or coffee
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EASTER (5th April—31st May)
Milestones in the full Easter story of Jesus


Palm Sunday (5th April) — Jesus’ arrival into Jerusalem on a
donkey, cheered on by the crowd, who later turned against him



Good Friday (10th April) — the crucifixion, after a show-trial
before first Jewish religious leaders, then the Roman governor
Pontius Pilate



Easter Sunday (12th April) — the empty tomb discovered, and
the risen Christ revealed (ὁ Χριστος — the Messiah)



Ascension (Thursday 21st May) — the last of many
appearances of Jesus as the risen Christ after Easter Sunday



Pentecost (31st May) — the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit on a
mixed crowd coming from around the Roman Empire

Easter is not just about the crucifixion

CTNP EASTER SATURDAY 11th April

I


request for help—biscuits
f you can help with home-made biscuits for distribution on Easter
Saturday, it would be very much appreciated.

Please bring donations of biscuits to Newport Pagnell Methodist
Church between 10am and 10.30am on Saturday 11th April.



Please come to the Methodist Church on Saturday morning,
10am, if you can help to bag and distribute biscuits on
Newport Pagnell High Street
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