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How much variety
in the Kingdom of God?

Many Churches

W

hen Jesus was preparing his disciples for his departure
from this world, he said,
“My Father’s house has many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told
you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?
[NIV John 14:2]

One Purpose

Maybe heaven is not a one-size-fits-all sort of place.

The former Brazilian Roman Catholic Archbishop Helder Câmara has
commented,
“In the Father’s house we shall meet Buddhists, Jews, Muslims and
Protestants—even a few Catholics too, I dare say...We should be more
humble about people who, even if they have never heard of the name of
Jesus Christ, may well be more Christian than we are.”
[Guardian 13 October 2009]

The Churches of Newport Pagnell
St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
(including St Lukes, Lathbury & Moulsoe),
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

How wide is your net to see good, and pick up positive
and constructive ideas from unexpected sources?
Articles of all sorts to the Editor

Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
Regularly check for events and activities and find the Connections archive at

www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk
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Coming in May

Minister’s Letter

I

The Personal View
of a Witness Speaking Out

was most anxious about the flight, when I agreed to be part of a team
of twenty-two representatives of the United Reformed Church, about
to travel to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Actually the
flight was fine, I should have been more anxious about the fallout from my
visit! We set out to visit the West Bank and to meet with Palestinian
Christians and hear their stories—this was the aim of our visit.
On the plane going out I sat with an Israeli man who told me (in his words)
the truth about what I would find, and how abhorrent the Arabs were. The
people I met were humble, strong, determined, oppressed; and they
pleaded with us to, ‘tell our stories’. They spoke of persecution and being
victims. They told stories of water supplies being turned on only once every
ten days in Bethlehem; of being denied access to large areas of the city of
Hebron. They described the fact that if the demolition order on a Bedouin
camp goes ahead, the members of that camp will end up on a rubbish
dump, and the whole of Jerusalem will be surrounded by illegal settlements
(as defined under internation law).
We also visited a Cooperative
bringing Arab and Jewish women
and their families together in
producing olive oil (Some is
exported and some is being used
by Lush to make their body wash!).
We heard stories of heart-break
and hope. We shared these and
other stories. We got criticism
about not being ‘fair’ in our reporting,
and about being biased.
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Flower Festival
Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
High Street, Newport Pagnell

Saturday 23rd May—Monday 25th May
Refreshments including scrumptious cakes and biscuits

T

he theme is children’s books, with a fun
element for children, where they will be
invited to find items hidden in the arrangements.
The books include those for the very young,
those for the young at heart, some old favourites,
and a modern selection.

Would you like to contribute?
If you could offer a cake for one of the Festival days; have an idea for an
arrangement; or would like to represent your organisation...
Please contact:
Lynda Evans 01908-617713
Jennifer Mazzone 01908-613088

lynda.evans01@gmail.com
jennifermazzone@hotmail.com

Blessed are the peacemakers
[all image credits Revd Jenny Mills]
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My personal view is that we are speaking out for
those whose voices are being silenced. As a
follower of Jesus, who we know had a heart for
those on the margins, I believe I need to be bold
enough to speak out about what I saw, and risk
condemnation. If our faith does not push us to
speak out for those we find on the edges, then I
believe that we are not really understanding the
radical words of the Gospel. We are settling for being ‘comfy Christians’
who believe in a ‘nice man’ who just died for our sins personally, and did
not have a heart for justice.
Where we see injustice we need to call it out—faith followers or not—
because we are all part of the whole human race. We need each other to
speak up and make a stand, now more than ever.
Revd Jenny Mills,

Minister of Newport Pagnell United Reformed Church,
and West End United Church, Wolverton
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Milton Keynes Mission Partnership website
http://www.missionpartnership.org.uk/
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CTNP LENT LUNCHES 2020

O

Pause for Thought

request for help

Saturday 29th February 10am—4pm

ffers of assistance are requested from ALL the churches and from
anyone who has two hours to spare on one or more of the following
Fridays in the period before Easter.

one or more of the six Fridays
Friday 28th Feb—Friday 3rd April
11.30am—1.45pm
at the United Reformed Church on the High Street
Money raised is for Christian Aid.
Tasks include setting up and laying tables, stirring soup, making tea/
coffee, serving tables, washing up, tidying the hall at the end of the
session. Working together as a team makes this enjoyable.

Contact: Jennifer Mazzone tel: 01908 613088 if you can offer

and

Sunday 1st March 11am—5.30pm

M

at St Peter & St Paul, the Parish Church,
High Street, Newport Pagnell

arking the beginning of Lent, there will be prayer
stations around the church; the theme: living in
greater harmony with God, other people, and nature;
Based on the new Church of England publication
#Live Lent, Care for God’s Creation.
Refreshments and activities for children

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

your time and/or contribute homemade soup.

Teapot
and Sing

Winter Night Shelter at Lovat Hall 2019-20

L

ast year there were 130 folk living on the street in the autumn in
Milton Keynes. The Shelter temporarily looked after 120 of these
between November and March, and managed to move 66 into longer-term
accommodation. No one went on the street at the end of the Shelter and
in total 2432 bed-nights were provided.

URGENT CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS register at
www.winternightsheltermk.com

Meeting on
Monday 9 th March 2020
2.00 to 3.00pm

All volunteers must register at this, the website for the Milton Keynes Winter Night
Shelter (WNS), to comply with GDPR and to monitor and correspond as necessary;
for more info, contact
Jonathan Longhurst on 07933 598520 or jon2longhurst@btinternet.com

Come and join us to sing a few well known favourite
hymns whilst enjoying a cup of tea or coffee
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Coming in April

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Friday 6th March 2020

EASTER (5th April—31st May)

7.30pm
St Luke’s, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell

Some of the key events in the full Easter story of Jesus

Palm Sunday (5th April) — the arrival of Jesus into Jerusalem on a

Everyone Welcome

donkey, cheered on by the (unreliable) crowds

Good Friday (10th April) — the crucifixion after a show-trial before
Jewish religious leaders and then the Roman governor Pontius Pilate

Easter Sunday (12th April) — the empty tomb and the risen Christ
Ascension (Thursday 21st May) — the last appearance of Jesus
after Easter Sunday

Pentecost (31st May) — the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit on a
mixed crowd from around the empire

CTNP EASTER SATURDAY 11th April

I


request for help—biscuits
f you can help with home-made biscuits for distribution on Easter
Saturday, it would be very much appreciated.

Please bring donations of biscuits to Newport Pagnell Methodist
Church between 10am and 10.30am on Saturday 11th April.



Please come to the Methodist Church on Saturday morning,
10am, if you can help to bag and distribute biscuits on
Newport Pagnell High Street
10

T

Refreshments after the service

his year’s service has been prepared by the women of Zimbabwe.
We are encouraged to reflect on the
difficulties and unrest that have plagued their
country over many years. The people of Zimbabwe
really need our prayers and support as they
continue their often turbulent journey towards full
reconciliation and encourage us to
‘

Rise! Take your mat and walk.’
World Womens Day of Prayer (WWDP) is an international interchurch organisation communicating the hopes, concerns and
prayers of women from all parts of the world. The Day of Prayer is
celebrated in over 120 countries. The UK is part of a great wave of
prayer encircling the globe—starting as the sun rises over Samoa;
continuing as it makes its way around the earth; ` 38 hours later
as the sun sets on American Samoa. The service has been
translated into over 60 languages and 1000 dialects and here in
the British Isles some 6000 services will take place.

Information on previous years’ services at
https://together.ourchurchweb.org.uk/np/prayer-and-worship/
womensworlddayofprayer/
World Day of Prayer website
www.wwdp.org.uk
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Memory Club—making a mural

T

he Memory Club is now well into its fifth year of operation. The club
meets on the second and fourth Thursday aftenoons each month at
the Brroklands Centre, now with an extra half hour from 2pm—4pm.
In addition to other activities, some members
tackled a new creative project during August
and September 2019. The artistic goal was to
create a mosaic depicting Newport Pagnell
featuring the iron bridge and river heritage.

Hilary Beckett
designed the mural,
and many of the
mosaic tiles were
donated by Stephen Reynolds, manager of Tile
Giant in Bletchley.
The work is now complete, and a search is
on to find a suitable position in the town to showcase the creative talents
of Memory Club members.
With this in mind, Men in Sheds were contacted; they have viewed the
artwork and decided how best to weatherproof and mount it. They are
willing to donate their skills and time to perform these tasks entirely
voluntarily; and Newport Pagnell Town Council is willing to fund the
necessary materials for the task.
Displaying ‘works of art’ in a public place requires permission and at
the moment a
couple of possible
venues are under
consideration.

[Extract and pictures from an article by Hazel Reynolds, edited by Olwen Smith]
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