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Always God first!

T

Many Churches

he idea of a God or Being, a person both more than the material
world, and also deeply involved in the world, might seem a little
hard to take. But the whole Bible—Hebrew scriptures and Greek New
Testament—is saturated with this idea. The story of the Tower of Babel,
the psalms, and the books of the prophets, amongst others, all bang on
about not forgetting God. When Jesus was asked for the greatest
commandment, he replied,
‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind’.
[NIV Matthew 22: 37]

One Purpose

St Bede’s Catholic Church,

Whatever the difficulties of the current situation, whatever the personal
desires at the time, try starting with God. Seek guidance—be attentive
for any response.

Church of England Parish Church (St Peter & St Paul)
(including St Lukes, Lathbury & Moulsoe)

One way to keep God in mind might be to say a prayer at the beginning
of, or sometime during each day.

The Churches of Newport Pagnell

Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),

Whatever makes personal sense—give it a try.

United Reformed Church (URC),
Methodist Church,

Articles of all sorts to the Editor

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
Regularly check for events and activities and find the Connections archive at

www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk
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Minister’s Letter
Endings and Beginnings

I

am writing this at the beginning of December as the nation counts
down to Election Day. The last time we had a December election was in
1923. Then Stanley Baldwin sought a personal mandate from the
country in support of his policies, in the time of high unemployment
following World War I. The result was a lost Conservative majority and a
hung parliament, that paved the way for Britain’s first Labour prime
minister: Ramsay MacDonald. As is the way with elections, results are
always unknown until the polling booths are closed and the votes are
counted regardless of the polls …
Living in that liminal place of being neither here nor there can be very
uncomfortable. The word ‘liminal’ comes from a Latin word meaning
‘threshold’, denoting any narrow space between two wider spaces.
Thresholds are places to move through, not to stand about in. There is a
fine line between anticipation and anxiety. I have never been very good at
endings and beginnings; if I am honest they unsettle me. Packing for a
holiday fills me with dread, and starting a new job always makes me
apprehensive. As a child I attended seven schools and moved house
countless times, so you might expect I gained some experience in stopping
and starting, but evidently not!

CTNP Songs of Praise
September 2019
A few more details of last year’s CTNP
Songs of Praise, held at the Parish Church
of St Peter and St Paul.

Ruth Thompsett from the United Reformed Church told us about her
pilgrimage to Santiago, and started us off with John Bunyan’s “To be a
pilgrim”. St Bede’s gave us “Abide with me”, Enid Chappell of the
Methodist Church chose “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!”
After the reading. Richard Heyes introduced the only hymn that was
unfamiliar to me, “Lord I lift your name on high”.
Pat Hudson from St Luke’s chose “Living Lord”. The Baptist Church gave us
“In Christ Alone” and we ended a very moving service with John Newton’s
“Amazing Grace”, introduced by James Stanton of the Parish Church.
The service concluded by sharing the Grace, and most stayed for cake and
chat.

The ending and beginning of a New Year is another liminal place and
probably explains why this is both a time of anticipation and anxiety; with
some of us loving this time of year, while others are more hesitant about
stepping out into the unknown. In 1939, when Britain was at war, King
George VI ended his Christmas Day broadcast with these words
I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year,
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied, “Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known way.”
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[Extract and pictures from an article by Olwen Smith]
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A recent CTNP campaign in Newport Pagnell

A

few months ago, each of the churches in Newport Pagnell received
a bundle of bookmarks and a bundle of leaflets of church contact
details; both to be distributed in a few streets off Tickford Street.
(all together, between all the churches, just over 850 letter-boxes).
Additional bookmarks and leaflets are being distributed around the High
Street.
The purpose is to let people know about the churches, by offering contact
details, and offering an invite to make contact. (the text is shown on the
back page of this issue of Connections)
To strengthen this initiative, please pray that the Holy Spirit may be
with this distribution and with all those who see the materials.

At the time, the poem was unknown, but these words struck a chord with a
country facing the uncertainty of war. Its author, an English woman Minnie
Haskins, was born and educated near Bristol. As a young woman she
worked as a missionary in Madras where she published a small book of
poetry to raise funds for the Mission. The king was given this book by his
wife and the rest, as they say, is now history. This little-known poem by an
unknown author has become one of the most well-known poems in the
English language.
This poem reminds me of a painting by Holman Hunt, ‘The Light of the
World’, which depicts Jesus holding a lantern standing outside a closed
door. It is as though Jesus waits for us on the other side of the door; on the
other side of the threshold we are about to step out over. Jesus told his
followers that he was the door or the gate for the sheep. He stands there
welcoming and familiar between waking and sleeping, between sickness
and health, between happy and sad times, between 2019 and 2020.
So whether you are glad to leave the old behind, or apprehensive about
what the new may have in store for you, step over the threshold in
confidence, knowing in the words of the psalmist, that Jesus waits and
watches over you, and ‘will keep your going out and your coming in from
this time on and forevermore.’ [NRSV Psalm 121:8]

If you would like to


contribute a short article of comment or testimony
join in discussions about how to communicate about
CTNP



assist with production of Connections.



May God bless you!
Revd Nicola Martyn-Beck,
Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Contact Neville Watson

nevillefromnp@gmail.com
10

3

Notes of Revd Jenny Mills’ talk

CTNP LENT LUNCHES 2020

request for help

O

ffers of assistance are requested from ALL the churches and from
anyone who has two hours to spare on one or more of the following
Fridays in the period before Easter.

one or more of the six Fridays
Friday 28th Feb—Friday 3rd April
11.30am—1.45pm
at the United Reformed Church on the High Street
Money raised is for Christian Aid.
Tasks include setting up and laying tables, stirring soup, making tea/
coffee, serving tables, washing up, tidying the hall at the end of the
session. Working together as a team makes this enjoyable.

Contact: Jennifer Mazzone tel: 01908 613088 if you
can offer your time and/or contribute homemade soup.

R

Stories from Palestine & Israel

evd Jenny Mills went with a group from the URC following a
General Assembly resolution to increase the collective
awareness of the situation in Israel and Palestine, focusing on:
dialogue and action; peace building; justice and security for all. The trip
focused on the Palestinian side of the story, and reflected the desire of
those they met, to have their story told to the world. In their words, ‘pray
for peace and speak to the world’.

The problem of movement was easy to notice. Checkpoints are the
only crossing points between the different areas, and while holders of
Israeli and foreign passports can cross relatively freely, it is quite different
for Palestinian passport holders. There are frequently queues, and on
some days people are unpredictiably prevented from crossing at all.
As an indication of the relation between Israel and Palestine, in
Palestinian Bethlehem, water is only available every ten or even twentyone days, controlled by the Israeli side. In a more extreme case in Hebron,
Palestinians are subject to military law, but Israelis to civil law.
On a more positive note, The Olive Tree Project is replanting olive trees
on land which had been olive groves in kinder times; some of the land is
cut off by the twelve-foot separating wall, other land has been uprooted
and left derelict.
Some examples of growing contact and joint projects between
Palestinians and Israelis were very inspiring, but apparently opposed and
stopped by Israeli officials, when these activities were uncovered.

As for how to live in these difficult situations, one minister suggested,
‘be pro-Palestine, pro-Israel, pro-peace and pro-justice’; another
suggested ‘Blessed are the peace-makers’ i.e. we have to do something
to work for peace.
On a hopeful and uplifting note, a farm called Sindyanna of Galilee
produces olive oil in a Jewish/Arabic women’s cooperative, made with
positive feelings, feelings of peace and hope. A taste of this oil might be
available at Lush in Milton Keynes centre.
[talk held 12 Nov 2019]
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1 Jan 2020—New Year’s Day
Join in a walk round the churches, with a short service at each church,
and refreshments at the end; timing as follows


St Luke, 10am



NP Baptist Church, 10-45am



St Bede’s Catholic Church, 11-05am



United Reformed Church (URC), 11.25am



NP Methodist Church, 11.40am



St Peter & St Pauls, Parish Church, 12noon

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Teapot
and Sing
Meeting on
Monday 13th January 2020
2.00 to 3.00pm
Come and join us to sing a few well known favourite
hymns whilst enjoying a cup of tea or coffee
8

Credits for all images: Revd Jenny Mills
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Winter Night Shelter
at Lovat Hall 2019-20

L

ast year there were 130 folk living on the street
in the autumn in Milton Keynes. The Shelter
temporarily looked after 120 of these between
November and March, and managed to move 66 into
longer-term accommodation. No one went on the street at the end of the
Shelter and in total 2432 bed-nights were provided.

URGENT CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS register at
www.winternightsheltermk.com
All volunteers must register at
this, the website for the Milton
Keynes Winter Night Shelter
(WNS), to comply with GDPR
and to monitor and correspond
as necessary;
for more info
contact Jonathan Longhurst
on 07933 598520
or
jon2longhurst@btinternet.com
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