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F

Many Churches

or children, the Christmas story of the birth
of baby Jesus in a stable, is a good way to
introduce children to Jesus.

For adults, the celebration of Christmas can move
holidaysandobservances.net
to a celebration of the life of the man who grew from the baby. What
better way to remember Jesus at Christmas than the following saying?

One Purpose

When asked about God the Father, Jesus answered,
”anyone who has seen me, has seen the Father.”
[NIV John 14:9]

The stories of Jesus show him bringing God the Father to all sorts of
people, some in difficult circumstances. And he is an example now,
showing how to relate to others. From where we are, Jesus’ invitation is
to ”follow”, “go and do likewise”.

The Churches of Newport Pagnell

So this Christmas,
celebrate by
accepting the invitation,
and follow in Jesus’ footsteps

St Bede’s Catholic Church,
Church of England Parish Church,
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church (NPBC),
United Reformed Church (URC),

(with the help of prayer)

Methodist Church,
The Calvary Chinese Christian Church

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

Articles of all sorts to the Editor

Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
Regularly check for events and activities and find the Connections archive at

www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk
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The Big Switch Inside Us

T

here was once a couple who spent most of their waking hours
developing their fabulous house. Each year they’d add another bit
to it. Their ambition was that by the time they retired their luxury
development would be completed. I wonder what their next
project would be after that? Perhaps they’d then focus on the garden or
even buy another home to develop or rent? We all have dreams and
ambitions about something we would like to do in our lives. Game show
contestants are very quick to tell the world what they would do with the
money if they won the jackpot cash prize.
There is nothing wrong either with enjoying the life which God gives us, and
that is part of our destiny here on earth. The other part of our purpose for
being here is to connect with the spiritual side of our nature—something
which is hard-wired into us.
We can make a choice to turn on our spiritual switch or keep it off and
ignore it altogether.
Throughout history humans have tried to respond to the spiritual part of
their natures. They painted pictures of Gods on cave walls, erected
temples, and created religions across all cultures. They were trying to
discover what this spiritual hard-wiring inside them was all about. Often
they responded by inventing all sorts of different types of Gods to worship.
Sometimes they hit upon something spiritually real and at other times they
missed the mark. Then they believed in cruel Gods in the sky, or demons
who existed in the bowels of the earth in the form of dragons or giant
serpents.
How ambitious are we to develop the spiritual side of our nature?
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Winter Night Shelter
at Lovat Hall 2019-20

L

ast year there were 130 folk living on the street
in the autumn in Milton Keynes. The Shelter
temporarily looked after 120 of these between
November and March, and managed to move 66 into
longer-term accommodation. No one went on the street at the end of the
Shelter and in total 2432 bed-nights were provided.

URGENT CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
register at
www.winternightsheltermk.com
All volunteers must register at this, the website for the
Milton Keynes Winter Night Shelter (WNS), to comply
with GDPR and to monitor and correspond as
necessary; for more info contact Jonathan Longhurst
on 07933 598520 or jon2longhurst@btinternet.com

1 Jan 2020—New Year’s Day
Join in a walk round the churches, with a short service at each church,
and refreshments at the end; timing as follows


St Luke, 10am



NP Baptist Church, 10-45am



St Bede’s Catholic Church, 11-05am



United Reformed Church (URC), 11.25am



NP Methodist Church, 11.40am



St Peter & St Pauls, Parish Church, 12noon
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Christmas is a good time to turn the spiritual switch on without feeling we
are being mocked by others for being ‘religious’. During this season many
accept that it is fine to sing carols and go to nativity services. Therefore
this is a great time to explore the real living God, the God who visited this
earth because he loved us so very much. He made himself vulnerable in
front of humankind. He spent his life serving us and taking the penalty for
all that we have messed up on in our lives.
So next time you receive a Christmas card
showing a picture of the nativity scene,
prepare to turn your spiritual switch on
and see what happens!
Revd Nick Evans,
Rector of Newport Pagnell
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this December and Christmas,
for services and other events
in all the churches in Newport Pagnell,
including
carols, crib services and Christingle
visit

www.ctnp.org.uk
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Saturday 30th November
A recent CTNP campaign in Newport Pagnell

All day:

few months ago, each of the churches in Newport Pagnell
received a bundle of bookmarks and a bundle of leaflets of
church contact details; both to be distributed in a few streets off
Tickford Street. (all together, between all the churches, just over 850
letter-boxes).

stalls, food & more
on
Newport Pagnell High Street

A

Additional bookmarks and leaflets are being distributed around the High
Street.
The purpose is to let people know about the churches, by offering
contact details, and offering an invite to make contact. (the text is
shown on the back page of this issue of Connections)

Events in churches on the
High Street
5pm
Christmas Lights switch-on
openclipart.org

To strengthen this initiative, please pray that the Holy Spirit may be
with this distribution and with all those who see the materials.

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Teapot
and Sing
If you would like to


contribute a short article of comment or testimony
join in discussions about how to communicate about
CTNP



assist with production of Connections.



Contact Neville Watson

nevillefromnp@gmail.com
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Meeting on
Monday 9th December 2019
2.00 to 3.00pm
Come and join us to sing a few well known favourite
hymns whilst enjoying a cup of tea or coffee
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Notes of Revd Jenny Mills’ talk

R

Stories from Palestine & Israel

evd Jenny Mills went with a group from the URC following a
General Assembly resolution to increase the collective
awareness of the situation in Israel and Palestine, focusing on:
dialogue and action; peace building; justice and security for all. The trip
focused on the Palestinian side of the story, and reflected the desire of
those they met, to have their story told to the world. In their words, ‘pray
for peace and speak to the world’.

The problem of movement was easy to notice; Checkpoints are the
only crossing points between the different areas, and while holders of
Israeli and foreign passports can cross relatively freely, it is quite different
for Palestinian passport holders. There are frequently queues, and on
some days people are unpredictiably prevented from crossing at all.
As an indication of the relation between Israel and Palestine, in
Palestinian Bethlehem, water is only available every ten or even twentyone days, controlled by the Israeli side. In a more extreme case in Hebron,
Palestinians are subject to military law, but Israelis to civil law.
On a more positive note, The Olive Tree Project is replanting olive trees
on land which had been olive groves in kinder times; some of the land is
cut off by the twelve-foot separating wall, other land has been uprooted
and left derelict.
Some examples of growing contact and joint projects between
Palestinians and Israelis were very inspiring, but apparently opposed and
stopped by Israeli officials, when these activities were uncovered.

As for how to live in these difficult situations, one minister suggested,
‘be pro-Palestine, pro-Israel, pro-peace and pro-justice’; another
suggested ‘Blessed are the peace-makers’ i.e. we have to do something
to work for peace.
On a hopeful and uplifting note, a farm called Sindyanna of Galilee
produces olive oil in a Jewish/Arabic women’s cooperative, made with
positive feelings, feelings of peace and hope. A taste of this oil might be
available at Lush in Milton Keynes centre.
[talk held 12 Nov 2019]
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Credits for all images: Revd Jenny Mills
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Special thanks to Revd Nicola Martyn-Beck for the following extra
Christmas Letter.

Christmas beyond consumerism?

W

hen Jesus came to earth it wasn’t for consumerism, spending
beyond our means and buying ‘stuff’ with no eternal value.
Jesus came to be the gift to humanity from our Creator and all
we had to do was receive him.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
Authority rests upon his shoulders; and his name is
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
[Isaiah 9:6]

Most of us want a ‘nice’ Christmas without getting into, or any further into,
debt. Yet every Christmas involves pressure to spend. With modern day
traditions, like the Black Friday sales and its overshoots, including Cyber
Monday, the push to spend, spend and spend it quickly has never been
greater.
Over 86% of Christians Against Poverty (CAP) clients have suffered
incredible anxiety and sleepless nights worrying about managing everyday
household expenditure. Being unable to afford Christmas only increases
the pressure. However there are ways to alleviate the burden and have a
good Christmas.

Manage expectations
Be honest about your current financial situation, even if that means
making tough choices. Consider creative ways of gift giving: make your
own, get gifts only for children, or play Secret Santa where each person
buys one gift with a monetary limit.

Make the most of Christmas events
Every community usually has free to attend Christmas events, such as a
candle-lit carol service or nativity performance. Use these as family times
for celebrating the birth of Jesus.
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Start shopping early
Could you buy a little extra each week to take advantage of offers? Also
think about what you need to buy and use a list to stop yourself from
getting carried away! Does anyone actually eat the sprouts or Christmas
pudding?! Why not buy a frozen turkey crown—-they are significantly
cheaper.
These are some examples of how to manage Christmas on a shoestring,
but spare a thought for the many families across the UK for whom
Christmas is just another day. Before coming to CAP, 32% of clients
spent Christmas day alone.
As you prepare for Christmas take a moment to think about last year. Do
you remember everything you bought last Christmas? Or do you
remember the time you spent with the ones you love? Do you think it will
be the same months from now, looking back? Christmas doesn’t have to
be a race to collect the largest pile of stuff and spend the most money, if
you don’t let it. What could you cut down on this Christmas? What do you
have to be grateful for?
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness—-on them the light has shined.
[Isaiah 9:2]
While you’re getting ready for Christmas, do take a look at the CTNP
website www.ctnp.org.uk to find out about services and events taking
place in all the Newport Pagnell churches throughout the festive season.
You will be warmly welcomed whenever you visit.
May God bless you!
Revd Nicola Martyn-Beck
Minister of Newport Pagnell Methodist Church
(01908 614411)
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