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I

deas for growth, big or small, can arise in surprising situations,
for us as, in the picture, for plants.
If you think we are each on a life-time growth path, then hints for
growth are possible at any time; through big events, and also the small
things of daily life. A hint might come through something said or done to
us, through some interaction with others, or through something that
comes to mind. Something to think about.

Many Churches
One Purpose

Put another way, now and again we
really learn or realise something
new about ourselves, or the way to
live; we grow in wisdom.
It takes time—an accumulation of
hints—time to pray and reflect—and
patience.
To test this idea, see if you notice
anything like this happening,
in the next few weeks.

Articles to the Editor

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
regularly check for events and activities at

www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk
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If Tuesdays are not convenient, you can be added to the teams for other
venues across the city.

The deep value of a three-month gift

I

have just returned from sabbatical. This was a three month gift given
to me after serving as a minister for ten years. I was able to use the
time as I saw fit and do what I felt would benefit me and the role I
have. I spent twelve days of it in Northern Ireland. I went to Belfast
and then travelled to Corrymeela, a centre dedicated to peace and
reconciliation. It is on the Antrim coast, overlooking Rathlin Island.
I was privileged to spend ten days working at the centre and participate in
the life of the place. As a volunteer at Corrymeela, in contrast to my
everyday role, I was on shifts working in the kitchen and helping with
hospitality. I was the oldest volunteer there (by about 25 years!) and yet
was welcomed with warmth and patience! What was amazing in
Corrymeela was not just the centre itself but the welcome and inclusivity.
At the centre, people came to learn and be challenged. They could find
peace and go beyond their normal boundaries in terms of encounters with
others who are ‘different’. Everyone was truly welcome. They didn’t have to
fit in, belong, be the same, even believe the same thing (or have any fixed
beliefs).
The surroundings are a little glimpse of heaven on earth and the sunsets
themselves were soul food! But more that that it was a place that has
walked a path with so many different people; a place that brought
Catholics and Protestants together during the Troubles; a place that seeks
to find common ground, that truly lives out the love of God. Its core belief
is: ‘transforming division through human encounter’.
Above the front door there is a framed print that states:
‘Corrymeela begins when you leave…’
It has left so much with me, although I am sure I will
bore people for months to come about what I did
and encountered (!). But more than that it has made
me even more aware of the need for a real welcome
and for authentic relationships that allow for
difference, wherever we find ourselves.

Volunteers are needed

5–7.30pm at the Reception Café (the old Bus Station in CMK, now
renamed Unity Park Station) to welcome guests and provide
refreshments

8–9am when guests are returned to Unity Park to collect the things
they need for the day

To support the daytime Welfare Team; this can involve helping
guests with benefits and job applications, registering
with doctors, taking guests to interviews or medical
appointments, helping find long-term accommodation
For any of these, register on the same website noted above,
stating your interest.

Report of last month’s Songs of Praise

A

good crowd joined in the hymn singing on the evening of the
22nd September. Each hymn was selected and introduced by a
member of one of the churches of Newport Pagnell. This year the
Calvary Chinese Christian Church was unable to attend because of a
clash with anniversary celebrations. In addition, the choir of St Peter & St
Paul performed the anthem, ‘Lord, I lift your name on high?’, arranged by
Richard Heyes.
The introductions were as much a highlight of the evening as the singing
itself. Each person explained the personal significance and reasons for
selecting their hymn, and included various different and deep personal
testimonies, and a description of a pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela.

Revd Jenny Mills,
United Reformed Church
2
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Winter Night Shelter at Lovat Hall 2019-20

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

AIMS: Safety and compassion for rough sleepers in the worst of
the winter with a pathway to long term accommodation.

L

Teapot
and Sing

ast year there were 130 folk living on the street in the autumn in
Milton Keynes. The Shelter temporarily looked after 120 of these
between November and March, and managed to move 66 into
longer-term accommodation. No one went on the street at the end of the
Shelter and in total 2432 bed-nights were provided. A brilliant result and
‘Well Done!’ to all who helped achieve this. This makes a difference to
some of the least, last and lost in society. There are changes coming, with
the local authority having additional money for homelessness, meaning
more longer-term accommodation available.

Meeting on
Monday 14th October 2019

Newport Pagnell Baptist Church is the venue for Tuesday nights from
5th November. People are needed

to set up the venue, prepare and serve the evening meal; meet,
greet and interact with our guests during the evening

to be an overnight team

to prepare morning breakfast and clear away

2.00 to 3.00pm
Come and join us to sing a few well known favourite
hymns whilst enjoying a cup of tea or coffee

To do this, two teams of volunteers are required for the five months: each
team committing to a fortnightly Tuesday/Wednesday morning. Past
experience elsewhere shows that this alternate week commitment is a
pragmatic and feasible commitment from those who help.

Free Giant games for your Event

Also appreciated are one-off volunteers for overnight cover, which is the
hardest to arrange. Those willing to lead cook teams are greatly
appreciated too!

Contact: Linda and Geoff Morris Tel: 01908 617050
Free for church events
A small donation is kindly requested for a private event

To volunteer—register at www.winternightsheltermk.com
All volunteers must register at this, the website for the Milton Keynes
Winter Night Shelter (WNS), to comply with GDPR and to monitor and
correspond as necessary; select volunteering at NPBC TUESDAYS



For help with this, contact NPBC office 01908 618898 info@npbc.org.uk
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Snakes and Ladders
Jenga
Connect 4
3

Friday 4th OCTOBER
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Saturday 5th OCTOBER (to support the new Mead Centre)
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Report and Feedback
on this year’s
successful CTNP Holiday Club

A

n average of 132 children attended each of the four mornings
from 12th to 15th August, and many brought their parents to the
closing session on the Thursday evening. Following the theme of
“Backpackers”, with Scripture Union material and some local
adaptations, an army of volunteer helpers (both teenagers and adults) led
the primary-age children on two parallel journeys.
The first, a geographical journey, took
them from France, to Sweden, to Italy,
to Switzerland, and back to the UK.
Our resident drama company mirrored
the journey day by day with a tale
about a fictitious game show.
The second journey was one in time,
It explored the events of the last week
in the Earthly life of Jesus Christ,
culminating in an explanation of the
significance of the Resurrection event
for Christians. This was given by the
Club Leader, Geoff Morris, to the
children and adults who came to the
final evening.
All this serious content was lightened
by lots of games (some outside, when
the weather permitted), craft work, and action songs (led this year by a
live band made up of young people from the different churches)—which
meant that the daily provision of squash and biscuits mid-morning was
much appreciated by the children.

Holiday Club Feedback
Parents were very appreciative too, and the team had lots of kind
messages after the event, such as
“I cannot tell you how thankful I am for such an amazing holiday club.
The kids have really enjoyed coming. The volunteers are so lovely and
friendly. Always smiling.”
“I just wanted to say a big thank you to all involved in this year’s holiday
club. My children had a wonderful time and we really appreciate the hard
work that goes into this project every year.”
Next year, 2020, is the 10th anniversary of CTNP Holiday Clubs, and
clearly lots of parents and children will be waiting keenly for the
announcement of the dates.
Reported by
Chris Row

A recent CTNP campaign in Newport Pagnell

A

few weeks ago, each of the churches in Newport Pagnell
received a bundle of bookmarks and a bundle of leaflets of
church contact details; both to be distributed in a few streets off
Tickford Street. (all together, between all the churches, just over 850
letter-boxes).

Additional bookmarks and leaflets are being distributed around the High
Street.
The purpose is to let people know about the churches, by offering
contact details, and offering an invite to make contact. (the text is
shown on the back page of this issue of Connections)
To strengthen this initiative, please pray that the Holy Spirit may be
with this distribution and with all those who see the materials.
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