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Many Churches

esus said, “...where two or three gather in my name, there
am I with them”
[NIV Matthew 18:19]

That is not to say that Jesus and God
aren’t with each one of us when we are
alone; of course they are; and of course
they always want communication, a
dialog; but with even two or three
together, there is a promise of
something even more.

One Purpose

We each have a channel with them, to
help make a positive difference now,
in the present moment.
In the next weeks, whether alone, or
with others, don’t forget to check how
much you are in touch, listening, and
using your communication with God.
Articles to the Editor

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Paul Tolley, ptmercedes@aol.com

nevillefromnp@gmail.com

Copy Deadline 20th of each Month
Tel. 01908 611542
Tel. 01908 615729

Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
regularly check for events and activities at

www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk
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A role model to inspire
his autumn it will be ten years since some of the remains of St
Thérèse of Lisieux came to England. At the time many people,
including Catholics, asked what was the point of this. It, indeed,
seems a strange thing to do.

It all started when people were healed when they visited Thérèse’s grave
after her death in 1897. This included the French singer Edith Piaff, who
as a seven year-old, was cured from blindness after a pilgrimage to the
grave of Thérèse. And many more were healed when they visited her
relics.
So it is not surprising that Thérèse soon became a saint—in fact she is the
most popular saint of modern times. The reason is that it is easy to
identify with her. She lived a very uneventful life, dying when she was only
24. But she tried very hard to live out God’s command to treat everybody
she met with love. That is not easy anywhere, including in a community of
nuns where people live together in close proximity. Her life can be
described as very ordinary, but her love for others was extraordinary.
One episode illustrates this great love St Thérèse had for all people. One
of her fellow nuns did not like her and made no attempt to hide it. But St
Thérèse responded with great kindness. This exasperated the other nun
so much, that at one point she asked St Thérèse, “Why do you like me?”

So we can see why St Thérèse is such a wonderful role model for all of us.
No wonder that ten years ago so many people visited her
relics as they travelled around England and Wales, to be
inspired by this very ordinary and yet very extraordinary
saint.
Deacon Klaus Reidel,
St Bede’s Catholic Church
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If you would like to


join in discussions about how to
communicate about CTNP



assist with production of Connections.

Contact Neville Watson

nevillefromnp@gmail.com
text 07931 575875

A message of thanks from
the Christian Aid Oxford Office
“ … you’ve given your time to raise funds to help
some of the poorest communities in the world. We hope you enjoyed it all,
and we invite you to see the happy end of Jebbeh’s story at
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week-2019/films/thank-youfilm-christian-aid-week-2019
So warmest thanks to you all for joining in this great work.
Very best wishes, Kate Dobson, Oxford Office volunteer.”
CTNP total collection amounts were
•
For Lent Lunches, £2162.85 (with thanks to Jennifer Mazzone and
many others)
•
For house-to-house and church collections, £2059.28 (with thanks to
Pat Parker and the many collectors)
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•
•

Emergency Help Scheme (EHS)

To use EHS

Needs volunteers...
Could this be you?

you need to live
in Newport
Pagnell;

new volunteer drivers (need own
car)
a new telephone co-ordinator
(working from home)

To volunteer
please call
John Gordon
01908 612060
or
email jandagordon@yahoo.co.uk
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then call one of
the following
co-ordinators:
Jenny
01908 616718
Alison
01908 615131
David
01908 612816

Sunday 22nd September
6pm

at the Parish Church, on the High Street
Everybody very warmly welcome
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Holiday Club Feedback

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Teapot
and Sing
Meeting on

Parents were very appreciative too, and the team had lots of kind
messages after the event, such as
“I cannot tell you how thankful I am for such an amazing holiday club.
The kids have really enjoyed coming. The volunteers are so lovely and
friendly. Always smiling.”
“I just wanted to say a big thank you to all involved in this year’s holiday
club. My children had a wonderful time and we really appreciate the hard
work that goes into this project every year.”
Next year, 2020, is the 10th anniversary of CTNP Holiday Clubs, and
clearly lots of parents and children will be waiting keenly for the
announcement of the dates.
Reported by
Chris Row

Monday 9th September 2019
2.00 to 3.00pm
Come and join us to sing a few well known favourite
hymns whilst enjoying a cup of tea or coffee

A recent CTNP campaign in Newport Pagnell

A

few weeks ago, each of the churches in Newport Pagnell
received a bundle of bookmarks and a bundle of leaflets of
church contact details; both to be distributed in a few streets off
Tickford Street. (all together, between all the churches, just over 850
letter-boxes).
Additional bookmarks and leaflets are being distributed around the High
Street.
The purpose is to let people know about the churches, by offering
contact details, and offering an invite to make contact. (the text is
shown on the back page of this issue of Connections)
To strengthen this initiative, please pray that the Holy Spirit may be
with this distribution and with all those who see the materials.
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Report and Feedback

Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

on this year’s

presents

successful CTNP Holiday Club

The Orphean Singers

A

n average of 132 children attended each of the four mornings
from 12th to 15th August, and many brought their parents to the
closing session on the Thursday evening. Following the theme of
“Backpackers”, with Scripture Union material and some local
adaptations, an army of volunteer helpers (both teenagers and adults) led
the primary-age children on two parallel journeys.
The first, a geographical journey, took
them from France, to Sweden, to Italy,
to Switzerland, and back to the UK.
Our resident drama company mirrored
the journey day by day with a tale
about a fictitious game show.
The second journey was one in time,
It explored the events of the last week
in the Earthly life of Jesus Christ,
culminating in an explanation of the
significance of the Resurrection event
for Christians. This was given by the
Club Leader, Geoff Morris, to the
children and adults who came to the
final evening.
All this serious content was lightened
by lots of games (some outside, when
the weather permitted), craft work, and action songs (led this year by a
live band made up of young people from the different churches)—which
meant that the daily provision of squash and biscuits mid-morning was
much appreciated by the children.

Saturday 28th September
7.30pm
at the Methodist Church
on the High Street, Newport Pagnell MK16 8AQ
Tickets £8.00 to include tea/coffee/squash and cake
Funds raised to help maintain the church
Contact: Laraine on 01908 990379 or email laraineearle@talktalk.net

T

he Orphean Singers are a four – part choral society,
originally founded in 1952, which performs concerts on

request for charitable causes. Our repertoire is highly varied and
includes sacred pieces, show songs, traditional, folk, light classics
and pop. There is usually something to please all musical tastes
and our audiences enjoy the variety that we bring to them.
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Coming up in OCTOBER

Coming up in OCTOBER (to support the new Mead Centre)
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