Connections
December 2018
Churches TOGETHER in Newport Pagnell

If you can help in any way with the preparation, operation, or clear-up
please contact your Church Leader/Minister or alternately contact:

Jack Walker—Newport Pagnell Baptist Church
Email: jack.walker@talk21.com
Phone: +44 1908 618898
Articles to the Editor, Robert Hayward
rghayward@btinternet.com
Copy Deadline 20th of each Month

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@talktalk.net

Tel. 01908 611542

Treasurer: Paul Tolley, PTMERCEDES@aol.com

Tel. 01908 615729

CTNP website: - www.ctnp.org.uk
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Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
For up-to-date information on events and activities check our website regularly at

www.ctnp.org.uk
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Newport Pagnell Methodist Church

Minister’s Letter

Nativity Scenes Festival

Christmas- Light in the darkness of winter.

Saturday 15th December 2018.
A time of celebration and joy.

From 10.00 to 16.00

The opportunity to show love and care for those around us.
Christmas- the season of the year when we celebrate the birth of a baby who
went on to change the world. Jesus was born a baby, just the same as you
and me. He grew up in a family and was nurtured and loved, and as he grew
up he shared the love of God with those alongside whom he travelled throughout his life.
We remember his humble beginnings as we share the Christmas story and we
give thanks for his life. It helps us to reflect on our journeys through life, gives
us a chance to think about those alongside whom we journey, time to think
about how we live and what we can do to make the world a better place.
We encounter a young girl pregnant and risking rejection, an older man prepared to face social shame by marrying her, shepherds who were outcasts
and reviled by society, the elite and rich wise men, the ordinary people affected by his birth, the powerful ruler scared by his potential and willing to commit
murder, and the religious people given hope by his appearance.
All aspects of society are represented in the story we share at Christmas. So
whilst for many this time of year is joy and fun and blessing, let us not forget
those for whom it is sadness and hurt and fear; whilst we give gifts and eat
and drink together, let us remember those unable to do such things, those
isolated and alone, and those excluded from the festivities.

Please lend us your Nativity Scene for the 15th
December. If you can please deliver it to Newport
Pagnell Methodist Church on Friday 14th
December between 4pm and 7pm. If you have a
tale to tell about your Nativity Scene please write it
out for us to display beside the Scene. If you
cannot deliver your Nativity Scene please
telephone
Laraine Earle on 01908 990379 or email
laraineearle@talktalk.net
and I will try to arrange to pick up your Nativity
Scene from you.

Jesus came so that all may have life in abundance.
As we celebrate Christmas once again, let us not forget the hurt and pain,
shame and fear contained in the story we so often sanitize and then let us
step out boldly to seek to be the love we want to see in the world and embody
the love that the world so desperately needs.

Christmas Services at Newport Pagnell Methodist Church
•

Led by Muriel Moffoot

May God bless our efforts and actions.
Christmas Blessings,

•

Jenny Mills
Minister of Newport Pagnell United Reformed Church
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23rd December 2018 at 10.30am – Carol Service

25th December 2018 at 10.30am – Christmas Day Service
Led by Rev Nicola Martyn-Beck
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New Year’s Day services 2019
We shall follow our traditional pattern of a sequence of short services as
we walk between our church buildings at the start of a New Year
St Lukes

St Bedes

Baptist

URC

Parish

Methodist

10.00

10.40

11.00

11.20

11.40

12.00

Lord is Peace
Jehovah Shalom

Judges 6: 24

Lord of Hosts
Jehovah Sabaoth

1 Samuel 1: 3

Lord our Righteousness
Jehovah Tsidkenu

Jeremiah 23: 6

Lord our Shepherd
Jehovah Rohi

Psalm 23: 1

Lord who heals
Jehovah Rapha

Exodus 15: 26

Lord will provide

Christmas Concert
Come and enjoy a Christmas Concert given by the U3A Choir
on :

Friday, 14th December

at 7.30pm in the URC, Newport Pagnell .
Tickets available on from members of the Choir or Jennifer
Mazzone (01908613088) at £8 each to include seasonal
refreshments.
There will also be a raffle. Proceeds are to be divided
between Hiekweni a Quaker project in Zambia and Little
Lives, the Neo Natal unit at the hospital.

We look forward to seeing you.
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Newport Pagnell
Parish Church
Christmas Tree
Festival 2018
Following the success of last year’s Christmas Tree
Festival we have decided to repeat the event in 2018,
in the Parish Church December 14-16th.
We want to encourage local groups, organisations and
businesses to publicise themselves in a lively and fun
way during the festive season.
There is no fee to contribute but you will need to
provide your own real, artificial or home-made table-top
tree, decorated in an imaginative way to represent
either the members of your group or your particular
activity. Any illuminated decorations need to be battery
powered!
If you wish to register your definite interest, or simply
want more information please contact me on the
following email: xmastreefestival@npparish.org.uk
Thank you!

TREASURER FOR NEWPORT
PAGNELL SINGERS
COULD IT BE YOU?

The Singers are urgently seeking to
appoint a successor to their current treasurer
who will be leaving after the AGM in January
2019.
We need somebody with sound basic
accounting skills who would enjoy supporting our
friendly and successful community choir. We
perform regularly in Newport and donate
significant amounts to our charity of the year,
which in 2017 was the Mead Community Centre
and this year is Willen Hospice.
The post offers a small honorarium and our
current treasurer would work with his successor
to ensure a smooth handover.
If you this interests you please contact Pat
Kearsley for more information on:
07904 299484 or palaco@btinternet.com

Julie Eldridge
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Over £900.00 of goods were sold at
the Fairtrade Sale at St. Lukes,
Newport Pagnell at the end of
October.
Thanks to all those who supported
this most successful event.
Brenda & Mike Jenner.
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