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Minister’s Letter
About once a year my wife Wendy and I visit her hometown Wigan.
Although my knowledge of Wigan and its surrounding are is patchy, I very
much enjoy seeing the old places again and also noting how things
change from year to year. And Wigan has changed tremendously,
especially in the centre of town.
During our visits we usually eat in a lovely Italian restaurant, that is very
popular, particularly at weekend evenings. When I first came to Wigan in
the late seventies, there were no affordable Italian restaurants, there
simply wasn't any demand for them. In fact, most people weren't very
complimentary about Italian (or other foreign) food and were reluctant to
try it, if they had the opportunity. How things have changed!
It's easy to say how silly people were to miss out on all the lovely Italian
and other non-local food. But perhaps we may also ask ourselves
whether we have not done similar things. In my own case, I can say that I
have at times been (and still are) reluctant to try new things or do
something differently. And perhaps I'm not the only to discover that life
could have been easier, if only I had tried a new approach a bit earlier.
In the same way, as Christians it is important for us to be open to God
and to be ready to listen to him. It's a good idea to regularly have a look
at our lives and ask questions such as "Am I attached to my things and
my ideas? Am I at a standstill or am I on a journey? Do I believe in Jesus
Christ who died and rose again and am I tuned in to him?"
Klaus Reidel
St. Bede’s Catholic Church

Mead Centre

Hello to all our
friends & supporters,
We want to thank all those who
came to our recent Dinner &
Auction helping us to raise £3,500
for Eclipse.

The fundraising continues and
we still welcome all the help and
support we can get!

We have a Gift Day on:

Saturday
23rd June

As you may now know Eclipse will be closing at the end of June. We
want to say a heartfelt thank you to all who have supported us so
faithfully over the years making it possible for us to serve the people of
Milton Keynes.
For those who have supported us financially we would ask, please, that
(if you haven’t done so already) you make arrangements with your bank
for the last payment to be made in June.
With our very grateful thanks,

In the Hall and Church. We will
also have a presence at the
Strawberry Fayre

and Carnival
This will enable people to find
out more about this project.
Also the ongoing support to it
through the Coop Local Causes
Register as a member and all
your 1% goes to the
Mead Centre.

Eclipse Trustees . (See pages 4 & 5 for more details)

April 2018
Letter from the Eclipse Trustees

Dear Friends & Supporters,
We write with mixed news – some exciting but some that will come as
a shock tinged with sadness & disappointment.

Exciting opportunities have, over a period of time, been opening up for
David and Jeanette in Derbyshire and after much heart searching and
thoughtful & prayerful consideration, they have now made the decision to
move to Derbyshire to follow up on these opportunities. Their plan will be to
move in July so as to settle in over the summer holidays before Jeanette
starts a new job in a new school in September. Whilst the Trustees
recognise the impact of such a move on Eclipse they are unanimous in their
support of David and Jeanette and behind them 100% as they embark on
this new adventure.
Their decision to move will mean David’s resignation as Director of
Eclipse, the Charity he and Jeanette set up some 19 years ago although there
were several years of planning prior to the doors opening in the first Eclipse
building on the High Street in Newport Pagnell in February 1999. David,
Jeanette and the Trustees have spent much time prayerfully considering the
future of Eclipse after David steps down and whilst the consensus is that the
local community has great need of this service without an appropriate person
(s) to take the charity over there is no alternative but to close Eclipse.

The decision is a painful one. From small beginnings in the early days when
few knew of us Eclipse has grown to be well loved and respected in the
community and, without doubt, its closure will leave a massive hole with
Milton Keynes being so under-resourced in the area of help and support for
those struggling with an addiction.
David and Jeanette will be concentrating much more on developing the
parent/family work and we are pleased that the Parent’s Course, which has
been hosted by Eclipse over several years, will continue but at a different

TREASURER FOR NEWPORT
PAGNELL SINGERS
The Singers will soon be saying Farewell to their current treasurer
and are eager to appoint a successor to this important role. Ideally
the new person would like to sing with the choir, but essentially we
need somebody who has sound accounting skills and who would
enjoy supporting our successful community choir. We donate
significant amounts to our charities of the year, which in 2016 was
Community First Responders, 2017 Mead Community Centre
Project and this year is Willen Hospice. The post offers a small
honorarium.
Please contact Pat by June 22nd on 07904 299484
or email palaco@btinternet.com for more details.

Mead Centre
Update from the United Reformed Church
(the NPURC project to rebuild the hall to create a flexible
community building in the town centre).

It was with great delight that we updated our fundraising
thermometer last Sunday (6th May- see photos). We were able to
fill in all the squares to the value of £505,000! And as we did so,
we received another 2128.50 (from the Old Time Music Hall event,
including a donation of £1000 by someone who came to the event
and is inspired by what we are doing!). So the total continues to
rise.
This year is the year we will knock down the old hall and start
work on this vision we have- part of our calling to participate in
God's mission as a church. Inevitably the price of materials and
labour have increased since we produced the plans over three
years ago and so we are getting new costings, that include some
minor cosmetic adjustments, and will then go out to tender.
Meanwhile the fundraising continues and we still welcome all the
help and support we can get! We have a Gift Day on Saturday 23rd
June in the hall and church, we will have a presence at the
Strawberry Fayre and Carnival (so that people can find out more
about this project) and the ongoing support through the Coop
Local Causes (register as a member and all your 1% goes to the
Mead Centre).
Please keep in your prayers the team driving this forward, as we
take the next big step in realising this vision.

venue.
The closing date for Eclipse is end June 2018. During this time we
will continue our fundraising efforts as counselling will continue and our bills
have to be paid. We are hopeful that those who have supported us so
graciously over the years will be willing to continue to do so whilst Eclipse is
running and then, afterwards, we would ask that you give consideration to
supporting David as he steps out in faith to build a business centring on the
family work including the writing of a further book to go with his first book ‘A
Parent’s Worst Nightmare,’ which is used so successfully as the course
material at our Parent’s Course.
We have so much to be thankful for. We have been in our current building
some 12 years and every day we are grateful for the provision of such a lovely
home and for our very helpful and kind landlords. Counsellors have come
and gone but each one has become a beloved and vital member of the
Eclipse family and it has been a joy to work with such committed people.
Our friends and supporters have been such an encouragement to us and,
never having had outside funding, your generosity has kept us going into our
20th year. Sometimes we have wondered how the bills would get paid but …
they always have!
To David and Jeanette we can only express our heartfelt thanks for all
their love, dedication & self-sacrifice in order to see Eclipse grow so that it
could reach out to as many hurting people as possible. It is down to David’s
directorship that Eclipse has become such a loving, welcoming and gracious
service and few have gone away untouched by his incredible influence.
As you begin to assimilate this news, please don’t hesitate to be in
touch or visit us. We have always been pleased to hear from our friends and
supporters and, perhaps, even more so now as we begin to bring closure to
Eclipse Counselling Service. You can reach us by email on info@eclipseaddiction.org.uk or on our new telephone number: 01908 211296.
With our very best wishes,
The Trustees of Eclipse
John Nightingale (Chair) David Baker
Jeanette Blyth

Jenny Duncombe

Newport Pagnell Churches Together
Holiday Club 2018
This is a four (morning)-day fun filled holiday club along with Thursday
evening. We aim for around 150 infant and junior school aged children.
We have a great time with people from all the churches and can share
lunch daily (£1). It is a highlight event for church children and reaches
many others who never go to church. This year's theme Mission Rescue
features great Bible stories around Moses within a fun filled programme.
Check out the Scripture Union Holiday Club website.
Teams:- Whatever your skills there's a role for you. If this is all new to this
do not worry, we want to help and support you. We are all in this together.
Roles include:- Teaching team leaders, apprentice helpers. Drama, cooking Creche. tidy up people. Practical helpers who cut things out etc.
What is helping like? The site is open from 8am so you can be as early as
you like to set up each day. Children will be divided by age groups into
groups of roughly 10. Each group will have a leader and helpers. Children
will enjoy craft, teaching, refreshments in the groups. At other times there
we all gather together for teaching, games and fun led from the front.
You'll be in good company. In the midst of serving the children the team
have a lot of fun. It's great to work together. At the end of the week you will
have made new friends. There is a creche to facilitate helpers
Diary dates:- 13th- 16th August lOam-12.30 The Holiday Club. With an
evening session on Thursday. There are several planning dates , 8pm 10th
April, 15th May, 12th June at Lovat Hall, all welcome. Then there is a very
important meeting to attend is Sunday 5th August at Lovat Hall 7pm-9pm.
Here we bring you up to speed by your meeting your team, touring the venue and reviewing our materials. Set up is Sunday 12th 6pm-9pm at Lovat
Hall, you will all be needed here.
Prayer please, as much as possible!

Help us with our Holiday Club 2018

Application forms are available from NPBC Lovatt Hall Office

13th to 16th August 2018

Telephone:- 01908 618818 or from your Church Coordinator.

