Connections
February 2018
in Newport Pagnell

Walk of
Witness

Duke of Edinburgh Award Recruitment
Do you know a young person (Male or Female) who might
want to achieve a DofE award?

The Good Friday

Do you know that DofE awards can be undertaken from
the 1st Newport Pagnell Boys' Brigade and that you don't
need to be a member of the Brigade?

Walk of Witness will
start at 12 noon
outside Boots, and we
shall walk up to the
Parish Church for a
short Service.

Newport Pagnell Boys' Brigade organises DofE awards
from Bronze through to Gold which are open to all young
people. With expedition training starting in January, why
not contact :

David Wright: 01908 618898, to find out more?

30th March

After the Service volunteers
will be required to prepare
bags for the distribution of
biscuits and tree decorations
on Easter Saturday
(see Page 4)

Articles to the Editor, Robert Hayward
rghayward@btinternet.com
Copy Deadline 20th of each Month

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@which.net

Tel. 01908 611542

Treasurer: Paul Tolley, PTMERCEDES@aol.com

Tel. 01908 615729

CTNP website: - www.ctnp.org.uk

Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen
For up-to-date information on events and activities check our website regularly at

www.ctnp.org.uk

Ministers Letter
Have you got God wrong?

I suppose these thoughts started around the years of terrorist
atrocities sometimes performed in the name of God. My kneejerk
reaction besides despair was twofold; firstly what sort of person can
do these kinds of thing, and secondly what sort of God would that
be if theses random attacks were justified? These considerations
condensed into the question: Have you got God wrong?
I was mindful of the apostle Paul approving of the stoning of
Stephen in Acts 8 before his dramatic conversion. He rapidly went
from persecutor to persecuted! But he had obviously been utterly
sincere in faith but had got it all drastically wrong. For most people
the impact of faith is to have the highest regard for human life so
this makes these arbitrary attacks on unknown strangers all the
more difficult to comprehend.
Jesus sets the bar very high in his Sermon on the Mount
statement; “Love your enemies.” We are told here that just loving
those who love us is way too low a standard for a God filled life.
Faith is to be an adventure in learning to love, not just those whom
we naturally like, but those with whom we have little natural
connection with too. I take comfort from the fact that it never says
this is easy! Practical instructions and encouragements litter the
rest of the New Testament, my favourite is from Paul’s own writing:
Laugh with those who laugh, weep with those who weep. Here the
former terrorist has learnt the way to love people is being close
enough to folk to share emotions. That sounds like a life time
mission to me.
Jack Walker
Senior Minister
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church

REQUEST FOR HELP

Make a Date:

LENT LUNCHES 2018

Newport Pagnell
METHODIST Church

SPRING FAYRE
2018

On the Morning of
10th February

2018

2018

Lent Lunches 2018 to raise
money for Christian Aid will
take place at the URC Hall
for six weeks from: Friday
Feb. 16th – Friday 23rd
March. Offers of assistance
for this CTNP annual event
are requested from ALL the
churches in Newport
Pagnell and from anyone in
our community who has 2
hours to spare on a Friday,
even if it is only for one
Friday during the 6 weeks.

Time involved would be from 11.30am – 1.45pm. Tasks
include, setting up and laying tables, stirring soup, making
tea/coffee, serving tables, washing up, tidying the hall at the
end of the session. This may sound like hard work, but working
together as a team is enjoyable, and for such a good cause!

Please contact Jennifer Mazzone 01908 613088 if/when you
are able to give your time, and/or contribute homemade soup,
one or more Friday lunchtime.
Thank you for your co-operation.
Jennifer Mazzone

Easter Help Please!
On Easter Saturday, from 10 am to 12 noon, there will be a distribution of
biscuits and tree decorations from a base outside the Methodist Church,
where there will also be a prayer tree.

Come to the Lent Lunches every
Friday from February 16th to March
23rd at the URC Hall,
Newport Pagnell from 12.to 1.15.

We request heart-shaped biscuits (no
bigger than a digestive) to be baked in
advance and brought to the Methodist
Church at 9.30 on that morning.
Volunteers will be needed from 9.30 am
to pack the biscuits in the bags
prepared the previous day, and then to
distribute them to passers by.

2018

Enjoy delicious
home made
soup, a variety
of bread, rolls
and cheeses.
£4.00 and all
profits go to
Christian Aid.

For information please contact
Jennifer Mazzone 01908 613088
This will be the last time for a while as
the URC hall is being demolished so
let’s make it a great success.

