THERE WAS NO ROOM
U3A
Christmas Concert

Connections
December 2017
in Newport Pagnell

Come and enjoy a Christmas Concert given by the
U3A Choir on:

Friday, 15th December at 7.30pm
in the Lovat Hall,
Newport Pagnell .
Tickets available on 07762178379, from members
of the Choir or Jennifer Mazzone (01908613088) at
£7 each to include seasonal refreshments. There
will also be a raffle.
Proceeds are to be divided between the Tip Children
in Cambodia and St. Francis Children’s Society

We look forward to seeing you.

Wishing all Connections readers a truly Happy
Christmas and a blessed New Year from your Editor
Articles to the Editor, Robert Hayward
rghayward@btinternet.com
Copy Deadline 20th of each Month

CTNP President: Vacancy
Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@which.net

Tel. 01908 611542

Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen

Treasurer: Paul Tolley, PTMERCEDES@aol.com

Tel. 01908 615729

For up-to-date information on events and activities check our website regularly at

CTNP website: - www.ctnp.org.uk

www.ctnp.org.uk

Christmas Letter from a Minister.
December 2017. CTNP.
One Christmas I cried because the potatoes didn’t brown properly in
the oven and I thought I had ruined the whole day. I appreciate now that
this is not a rational response! I don’t know about you, but when I start
thinking about Christmas it seems such a long way off and suddenly…
bam…I find myself in December and the mad rush of presents and food
and cards and activities and parties begins and I feel overwhelmed and
underprepared! (I know I do not speak for you all- haven’t we all got that 1
friend who has it all wrapped and sorted by 1st September and spends the
next 3 months gloating…?!)
For those of us who find ourselves under pressure, I would
recommend going back to the story in order to get some perspective (for it
is a story, filled with truths, but a story we have put together with bits of
text we find in the Bible and made a whole).

Go back to the story and take time to think- how does what we hear
about a tiny baby have to do with today? It can seem, within the rush of
the season, that there is a disconnect with what we see and hear all
around us and the story that this celebration stems from, but there really
isn’t. Into a difficult world a baby was born, surrounded by love in various
forms (parents, shepherds, wise men) and facing all sorts of difficulties,
including having to flee to safety. Stuff we still see going on around the
world today.
When the pressures of Christmas threaten to reduce you to tears or
the difficulties of family life are too much to bear, stop and listen again to
the message of love: when a tiny baby came to show the world that we
could live together in peace, that love is stronger than anything else, and
that we are loved- perfect roasties or not!
Jenny Mills
Minister of Newport Pagnell United Reformed Church
and West End United Church, Wolverton

December Events
Saturday December 2nd at 19.30 MK
ACAPELLA Concert in the URC.
Tickets £10 from Cambourne Travel, or Alison
Shaw Tel: 07949268650
Thursday December 14th at 19.45 ANDANTE Concert in the URC.
Tickets £10 from Cambourne Travel, or Angela Tearle Tel: 07523885669

Saturday December 16th at 15.00 CHILDREN'S Concert in the URC
Tickets £5 for adults, children £1, on the door.
All these Concerts are fundraising events for the Mead Centre.

Calling all CTNP Churches
Free Giant games for your Event
Giant games are available from :
Linda and Geoff Morris,
Telephone : 01908 617050.
Snakes and Ladders,
 Free for church
events.
Jenga

 A small donation
is requested
please for a
private event.

Connect 4

Early Notice - New Year’s Day Services
Parish Church

10.00 “I am the bread of life”

John 6: 25-51

Methodist Church

10.20 “I am the light”

John 8: 12-30

URC

10.35 “I am the good shepherd” John 10: 10-21

Baptist Church

10.55 “I am the resurrection”

John 11: 1-27

St Bedes

11.15 “I am the way”

John 14: 1-14

St Lukes

11.55 “I am the true vine”
John 15: 1-8,
followed by refreshments.

