Connections
October 2017
in Newport Pagnell

On Saturday 9th September a group of 24 from Newport Pagnell Baptist
Church travelled up to Southport to see their previous Student Minister
now Rev. Daniel Parkes Inducted into his new position as Pastor of
Scarisbrick New Road Baptist Church.
See page 5 for Pictures
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Minister’s Letter
A few Sundays ago, one of the readings at mass was about the
prophet Elijah’s encounter with God on Mount Horeb. Elijah spent the
night in a cave and in the morning went out to stand on the mountain.
Then came a mighty wind that shook the foundations of the mountain,
but the Lord was not in the mighty wind. This was followed by an
earthquake and a fire but the Lord was not in either of these. Finally,
there came the sound of a gentle breeze and when he heard this, Elijah
went to the entrance to the cave to meet the Lord.
Earthquake, wind and fire have featured in the news this year: the
recent earthquake in Italy, Hurricane Harvey in the United States and the
fire at Grenfell Tower. When we see these kinds of events on the news,
some may ask where was God? Was it the same then as it was on that
mountain and God was not in the earthquake wind and fire? Some may
even go further and say God is nowhere.

I won’t claim for a second to be able to say why these kinds of things
happen, but when I see these events, I am often struck by the reactions
of people that follow these – there is more often than not an outpouring
of compassion. People rushing to do what they can to help.
Think back to the terror attacks in London and Manchester – the
many stories of people rushing to attend to the injured, taxi drivers
offering to take people home for free – despite the great distances
involved. It is in these acts of gentleness that I feel that God is to be
found. The Bible tells us that God is abounding in love and compassion
and that God created us in his image – so we too were created to be
compassionate and loving.
Whenever we encounter an act of kindness, we encounter God. God
being loving to us and God being loving through us. Acts of compassion
will always prevail and will eventually bring about change, a change that
can show that world that it is not the case that
GOD IS NOWHERE but GOD IS NOW HERE
Deacon Jon Walls, St Bedes

HEALING DISCOVERY GROUP

CREATIVE ALERT!
Do you knit, crotchet, felt, sew or have other
Handicraft creative talent?
CTNP are calling out to all creative types to create a multitude of stars,
sheep or angels for a Christmas event.
These need to be no bigger than 10cm tall (with soft stuffing if
necessary) and be suitable for all ages.
If you can help, please start creating and deliver your figures to your
own church by 1st December.
If you need help with patterns, your church will have a selection to
assist you, but feel free to choose your own.
Many thanks
CTNP Mission Group

Date for your diary There will be a Worship and Healing Meeting on :

Sat 21st October at :
St Luke's,
Wolverton Road,
Newport Pagnell
from 10.00 -12.30.
The group is open to everyone so please come
along to praise God and learn more about his
healing power.

2017 ANNUAL
FAIRTRADE SALE
Crafts - Cards - Food - Sweets

Jewellery - Christmas Cards

Dan and Kim
were welcomed
into their new
Pastorate in a
wonderfully God
centred Induction
Service
supported by the
fellowship
members,
several member's
of local churches
and also 24
folks from NPBC

Gifts & lots more,
on
Tuesday 24th. October 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
&
Wednesday 25th. October 12.30 p.m. - 4 p.m.
at
St. Luke's Church,
Wolverton Rd;
Newport Pagnell, MK16 8JQ

Come and browse,
everyone welcome,

After the Service Wonderful Food & Fellowship

no obligation

Coffee/Tea and Biscuits

The Message

