The Next - Sunday Evening Series

Connections

At Newport Pagnell URC. (MK16 0AH)

June 2017
in Newport Pagnell

Sundays at 6pm in the Church.
ALL WELCOME.
June 4th: ………

Styles of prayer. Leader(s) tbc.

June 11th: ……..

Our experience of Praying- an opportunity to
share.

June 18th: ……..

Multi-faith Praying. Leader(s) tbc.

June 25th: ……..

Follow up- discussion and sharing.

Newport Pagnell Station 1900

Come along and join us as we think about Prayer in a wide ranging
and interactive way, challenging our thinking and sharing our
experiences.

For more information call Jenny on:

The town may change but “Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever” Hebrews 13 :8

07703485017
Or e-mail :
revdjmills@btinternet.com

Articles to the Editor, Robert Hayward
rghayward@btinternet.com
Copy Deadline 20th of each Month

CTNP President: Vacancy

Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen

Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@which.net

Tel. 01908 611542

Treasurer: Paul Tolley, PTMERCEDES@aol.com

Tel. 01908 615729

CTNP website: - www.ctnp.org.uk

For up-to-date information on events and activities check our website regularly at

www.ctnp.org.uk

Minister’s Letter
Sex, Death, Religion & Politics
These are, allegedly, the four no-go areas of social convention...
Much safer to discuss Weather, Lack of Parking Spaces, MobilePhone Use and Mondays. But, of course, most of us are conceived
through sex; death comes to us all; religion and its abuse is all
around us; and ‘eu’ can’t get away from politics during election
time! That’s the thing about conventions: for society to work, it
seems safer to keep to the bland, the beige, the mediocre. Those
who say unspeakable things, or who act in worryingly-surprising
ways, or who ask questions wanting answers to Things We’d Rather
Not Discuss... these are the unsettlers, the change-makers.
Perhaps, though, they can actually help us to see life in differing
perspectives, and even liberate us.
It can be complicated. Society and the Churches get themselves in
a tangle over the definition of marriage, and how far sexuality and
gender can be legislated for. Medical Science and the Churches
agonise over the ethics of how long to extend life for, or not. Some
politicians prefer their Politics without Religion; some religious
people prefer their Religion without Politics. On it goes. How much
easier to live under the clouds of weather, parking, mobile phones
and the sad inevitable gift of another Monday!

Into these musings comes Jesus.
He loved the married, the single, those with ‘bad reputations’ –
because they are made in the image of God.
He loved the dying and those who had died – because they are
made in the image of God.
He loved the religious leaders and the humble faithful – because
they are made in the image of God.

Pause for Thought
in Newport Pagnell Parish Church
The days between Ascension and Pentecost are traditionally a
time when the church focuses on prayer. Just as the first
disciples gathered after they had watched Jesus ascend into
heaven, it says in Acts 1.14
“They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the
women and Mary, the mother of Jesus…”
The aims of ‘Pause for thought’ are to give us all time and
space outside normal worshipping patterns to think in a calm
and peaceful environment about situations we face, reflect on
our feelings, come closer to God, pray for an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit and to pray for our local community and that others
might come to know Jesus too.

There will be a number of prayer stations set up around the
church to help us focus.

Drop in any time between 10am and 4pm
Wednesday 31st May to Saturday 3rd June



Children’s corner
Refreshments

And he loved the political rulers and those at the sharp end of their
rule – because they are made in the image of God.
Jesus disturbs, surprises, challenges, enlightens and blesses –
because he starts and continues to the end and beyond with LOVE.

The 2017 CTNP Holiday Club
Polar Explorers
The club is for children aged 5-11 with little or no experience of church, as
well as those who are already part of a church community. We've got loads
planned with games, crafts, small-group discussion, drama and more! This
year the children will be going on an Arctic expedition - all within the safe
confines of Lovat Hall!
As last year, the club will take place at:

Lovat Hall, Silver Street, Newport Pagnell
Mon 14th to Fri 18th August 2017
from 10:00am to 12:30pm each day
There will also be a huge family feast on the Thursday evening where you’ll
find out more about what your ’Explorers' have been up to all week.
Registration is essential to secure a place and forms will be available
from the kind folks at Cambourne Travel, 52 High Street. Newport Pagnell.
Once completed, all forms should be returned to: Cambourne Travel.
To allow us enough time to plan, registration will close on 30th June.
There is no cost for the club, but donations are always welcome and will
be put towards making sure the club can continue the following year.
Please note: we can only accept children who will be going into at least
Year 1 in September 2017 i.e. at least 5 years of age by the end of the
club.

Sex, death, religion and politics?
It’s all about love, actually.
The Revd Christopher Huxtable
Associate Priest, C.of.E.
Newport Pagnell

Volunteer Cook Required
The Brooklands Centre is a well known and respected Centre
providing services throughout the week for the over 55s in the town of
Newport Pagnell.
The Brooklands Centre Saturday Lunch Club is looking for a Volunteer
Cook once a month (except July and August) to be responsible for
providing a two course luncheon for approximately 55 people. We
have a team already in place to prep the vegetables and wash up.
The Saturday Lunch Club has been running for many years and is very
popular. It would be regrettable if we were no longer able to offer this
very sociable event.
Please contact Catherine Hall at brooklands.centre@btinternet.com or
Telephone 01980 614749 Mobile 07841431326 for further
information.

FAMILY FUN AT THE FAIR
Newport Pagnell Baptist Church

Lots of prizes to be won and a chance to enter our “Bake Off” competition. Just enter your name on the
Form on the Tickford Room Social Events Notice Board to enter
Any Surplus will go to the Church Development Fund

