THOSE WERE THE DAYS
An exhibition of photographs spanning 60 years of Newport's history.
10 October 1954

Connections
May 2017
in Newport Pagnell

Newport Pagnell
Railway Station

Newport Pagnell
Railway Station
Last Day of Operation

7 September 1964

The Parish Church May 1st.
11am - 4pm
admission free

The Wise Owl says - I love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting
station, through which God speaks to us every hour, if we will only tune in.

Articles to the Editor, Robert Hayward
rghayward@btinternet.com
Copy Deadline 20th of each Month

CTNP President: Vacancy

Notices for activities at least a month before they will happen

Secretary: Chris Row, chris.row@which.net

Tel. 01908 611542

Treasurer: Paul Tolley, PTMERCEDES@aol.com

Tel. 01908 615729

CTNP website: - www.ctnp.org.uk

For up-to-date information on events and activities check our website regularly at

www.ctnp.org.uk

Ministers Letter
New life
When I grew up in Southern Germany, from my parents house we could see a
forest filled with broad-leaved trees on a hill. My father claimed that on the 1st
May the leaves of all the trees would have sprouted and therefore the complete
forest would be green. Most years that was not in doubt and the trees changed
colour from brown and grey to a vibrant green. But when spring was late and
April cold and wet, this seemed doubtful. But amazingly when May arrived the
forest was always covered in beautiful green. Sometimes we were convinced
that this could not happen that year as with only a few days to go many trees
were still in their winter colours. But the green always appeared in time without
fail.
So this year it's most appropriate that May, when Spring reaches its climax, is
during the Easter season. Because Easter is not just on Easter Sunday but lasts
for 50 days till Pentecost (from the Greek meaning 50th day). Just as Spring
brings new life to everything around us, the Easter season promises us new
spiritual life as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus after his suffering and
death on the cross. So Easter with its hope of new beginnings reminds us that
Jesus is always there for us. We can turn to him at any time and he is ready to
help us wherever we are.
Deacon Klaus Reidel, St. Bede's Catholic Church

Pause for thought
in Newport Pagnell Parish Church
The days between Ascension and Pentecost are traditionally a time
when the church focuses on prayer. Just as the first disciples
gathered after they had watched Jesus ascend into heaven, it says
in Acts 1.14
“They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the
women and Mary, the mother of Jesus…”
The aims of ‘Pause for thought’ are to give us all time and space
outside normal worshipping patterns to think in a calm and
peaceful environment about situations we face, reflect on our
feelings, come closer to God, pray for an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit and to pray for our local community and that others might
come to know Jesus too.

There will be a number of prayer stations set up around the church
to help us focus.

Drop in any time between 10am and 4pm
Wednesday 31st May to Saturday 3rd June



Children’s corner
Refreshments

Christian Aid Week
14-20 May

Help Required

U3A Spring
Anniversary Concert
Come and enjoy a concert given by the U3A Choir on Friday, 26th
May 7.30 in Lovat Hall, Newport Pagnell
Soloist Ralph Mazzone

Today millions of people across the world are fleeing their homes
because of war, conflict and disaster, making dangerous
journeys in search of safety and need help.

Please do consider helping with the house to house
collections during Christian Aid week as we are very
short of people willing take part.
Also, on Saturday 20th May,
there will be a bucket
collection in the High
Street and a coffee morning
at the United Reformed
Church from 9.30am to
12.noon. If you can help with
the collection, make cakes
or help with the coffee
morning please let me
know. Your support on the
morning would also be
appreciated.

Please Contact:

Pat Parker, tel. 01908 610837.

Tickets available from:
07762178379 or Jennifer Mazzone
( 01908 613088) at £7 each to include refreshments. There will
also be a raffle.
All proceeds are to be divided between:
Medical Detection dogs and MK Reader Service.
The University of the Third
Age (U3A) movement is a
unique and exciting
organisation which provides,
through its U3As, lifeenhancing and life-changing
opportunities.
Retired and semi-retired
people come together and
learn together, not for
qualifications but for its own
reward: the sheer joy
of discovery!
Members share their skills
and life experiences: the
learners teach and the
teachers learn, and there is
no distinction between them.
The website can be found at:
http://u3a.org.uk/

Milton Keynes
Winter Night Shelter
WNSMK provides supervised overnight accommodation to homeless
and vulnerable people who would otherwise be rough sleeping during
the extreme winter months between early December and mid-March
each year. It works in partnership with several Milton Keynes churches
that provide their facilities free of charge. A large team of volunteers
from across the city come together to cook nutritious meals and
provide a friendly safe environment each evening.

MESSAGE OF THANKS from Jack Walker on behalf of the
Milton Keynes Winter Night Shelter
To the churches and community of Newport Pagnell,
thank you for your amazing support for the Night Shelter. You change
lives and make a difference with a group of the most vulnerable people
in our society, Thanks
Jack Walker, Director Milton Keynes Winter Night Shelter
For a personal testimony of thanks by one of the Shelter Guests, and
statistics for this year, see
http://together.ourchurchweb.org.uk/np/info/wnightshelter/

To Volunteer to help at Newport Pagnell
To volunteer for the winter season 2017-18 you will need to book
and complete a form (to be provided nearer the time). Contact details
below. 16 and 17 year olds can volunteer, but they require a
responsible adult. If you are a hero and can do a few night shifts, this is
always the hardest slot to fill! Volunteers are expected to commit to
seven Tuesdays (half the Tuesdays) on an every other week basis. Past
experience elsewhere shows that this is a more pragmatic and feasible
commitment for those who help
contact at Lovat Hall, Silver Street, Newport Pagnell MK18 0EJ, is
David Wright, telephone 01908 618898 or email info@npbc.org.uk

PROCEEDS FROM
LENT LUNCHES

2017
I am happy to announce the fantastic total profit
to Christian Aid this year is:

£2277.70
Many thanks to those who contributed homemade
soup and to all who gave their time during the last 6
weeks to help achieve this excellent result. There
was a great community spirit and it was pleasing to
see people enjoying the social
occasion.
We had abundant offers of help from the churches of
Newport Pagnell and also from people not
connected to the churches.
Thanks also to everyone who came along, spent
their money and supported us.
We rely on you.
Jennifer Mazzone

The Next - Sunday Evening Series
At Newport Pagnell URC. (MK16 0AH)
Sundays at 6pm in the Church.
ALL WELCOME.
May 21st::……..

What is Prayer? Led by Dr Robert Ellis,
Principal Regent’s Park College, Oxford.

May 28th: ……..

Different types of Prayer and quotes around
them - discussion.

June 4th: ………

Styles of prayer. Leader(s) tbc.

June 11th: ……..

Our experience of Praying- an opportunity to
share.

June 18th: ……..

Multi-faith Praying. Leader(s) tbc.

June 25th: ……..

Follow up- discussion and sharing.

Come along and join us as we think about Prayer in a wide
ranging and interactive way, challenging our thinking and
sharing our experiences.

For more information call Jenny on:

07703485017
Or e-mail :

revdjmills@btinternet.com

The United Reformed Church
The Mead Centre
Many of you will already know that we are planning to demolish our
existing Church Hall and replace it with a brand new, purpose built
facility which is for the use of the community of Newport Pagnell and
beyond.

Mead Centre 500
To do so means that we have to find ways of raising, or having pledges
for, around £250,000, before the end of May 2018.

To achieve this we will be launching the ‘Mead Centre 500’ on
10th June 2017. In essence we are seeking 500 individuals,
businesses, organisations and others who will each pledge to
raise £500 by May 2018.

Find Out More
Please put the Morning of 10th June in your diary and come
along to find out more about the new building, to ask questions,
and if you are able, sign a pledge form.
There are no barriers as to how the money can be raised as long
as it is legal!!
It will be known as the ‘Mead Centre’ in memory of our good friends
Gordon and Glenys Mead who each gave a life time of service to our
church, the town, and to God’s work in so many different ways.

This is a very ambitious plan and involves raising over £660,000. At
the time of writing we have reached the amazing total of £300,000
and we are aware of other gifts and pledges ‘in the pipe-line’.
We want to begin the work in May 2018, before the current planning
permission expires.

More details of the programme for the launch of ‘Mead Centre
500’ will follow soon.
Please support this vital project to deliver the new building and
all the facilities it will offer our town community.
Geoff Shaw – Project Manager

